
What has already happened in 
relation to the RWC for Wallingford? 

 Broadcast RWC matches in the clubhouse helping 
create a sense of community, drawing in more 
support within the local area. 
“Rugby in the parks”, a school program established 
last summer by the club involved 500 boys and girls 
to take part in rugby.  
2014 annual RugFest event attracted 5,000 
individuals and generated over £12,000. 

 

WHAT DOES LEGACY MEAN FOR  

WALLINGFORD RFC? 

Who are Wallingford? 

Wallingford RFC est. 1967 have 2 senior 
teams. 
An established ‘mini’s and juniors’ 
section from U6’s-U16’s. 
A well respected Senior Development 
Squad (SDS). 
A comprehensive women's section 
known as the Maidens featuring U13’s, 
U15’s and U18’s. 

Current objectives and strategies 

Recruit more volunteers, especially those that can help with 
management of the club, potentially by getting/keeping more 
parents involved. 
Recruit more players for the senior teams/retain more young 
players as many of the current players will retire soon. 
Integrate more into the local community, through events such as 
bonfire night which they provide marshals for. 
Be more attractive to businesses for sponsorship by showing the 
club’s value to them. 
Hosting more events throughout the season to get people to keep 
coming back including a talk be international referee Nigel 
Owens, a ladies’ day and a winter ball. 

The BBC (2015) states: 
‘the main legacy of 
England 2015 will be to 
continue rugby's 
unprecedented recent 
growth in popularity’. 
38% of British adults say 
they would like to be more 
active to improve their 
health (Mintel, 2014) 

Passion & longevity of the game in the 
Wallingford and local area. 
Increased awareness and integration of the 
club into the local area. 
Inspiring the next generation of players to 
get involved and continue participating in 
the game of Rugby. 
Making use of the commercial opportunities 
presented by the excitement generated by 
the RWC. 

Resultant opportunities 
from RWC ‘15  

Increased membership sign-ups , 
in particular more minis and 
juniors players (around 50 new 
families at the last RWC).  
Greater chance to get involved 
with the surrounding community 
through word of mouth as a result 
of events.  
Attraction of more sponsors as a 
result of the buzz around rugby.  

Investments in grass-roots rugby, and training, 
helping the sport to become more competitive. 
Profit of £15m for the RFU earned, enabling it to 
continue investing in a grassroots legacy.  
 (BBC, 2015).  

Barriers to achieving ‘legacy’ 
for Wallingford 

The bar used for hosting events in the clubhouse and 
after games is not run by the club, and they do not 
receive any of the proceeds.  
England’s premature exit from the RWC games, 
dampened the atmosphere and enthusiasm of the 
events around the club negating  some of the positive 
effects and buzz created by the world cup initially.  
The club relies heavily on volunteers and the lack of 
them limits the events they are able to plan and put on. 

3000 girls and boys have 
joined rugby clubs already as 
part as the world cup legacy.  
(Sportandrecreation.com, 
2015) 
There are 300,000 lapsed 
players and the RFU wants to 
bring 25,000 of these players 
back into the game.   
(Telegraph, 2014) 

Weed et al. (2009) argued that the hosting 
of these events does not naturally lead to 
an increase in sporting participation.  
(Bason, Cook, Anagnostopoulos, 2015) 
Therefore the club needs to actively 
engage with potential individuals.  

LEGACY MEANS 


