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MATCH OFFICIAL ABUSE  
  

 

To all clubs affiliated to GRFU CB - FAO Discipline Secretaries      

 

The number of offences, on and off the pitch which fall under law 9.28, relating to offences against Match 

Officials, has been on the increase and is something that does not comply with the standards and the ethos 

we would expect from those in the rugby community.  

 

In Gloucestershire itself we had numerous cases, the most serious of which led to a two-year ban. As a 

result, this letter is to give notice that as a CB we will be looking to reverse this trend, both by sanction, in 

accordance with RFU Regulation 19, and education.  

 

The aim of this letter is to notify all clubs within the Gloucestershire CB of this trend and to request that all 

managers and/or coaches brief their players and coaching staff accordingly that this behaviour on or off the 

field of play is not acceptable. This is a concern in the Adult game, Age Grade game and in Colt’s rugby. 

 

From the date of this letter until further notice, cases of this type of foul play being heard and either 

accepted or found proven by a GRFU Discipline Panel, will result in 2 additional weeks being added to all 

sanctions as an aggravating factor.  

This will be for any of the 9.28 offences (Red Card) or a 5.12 charge (Match Official Abuse Report).  It is the 

intention to hear in person anyone charged with these offences such is the seriousness we are placing on 

this matter. 

 

Clubs are reminded that the 5.12 charge can be brought against any member of a club, whether spectating, a 

club official or have a match day role, such as Coach, club AR, water carrier etc., as well as players. 

 

We will also continue to support our neighbouring CB and Referee Societies by including this additional 

penalty to any red card or MOA report given from those societies. 

 

Yours in Rugby, 

Dave Guyan 
Chair of Discipline 

Gloucestershire RFU 

 

 

 

 

 

 


