
 

 

Welcome to the 2nd edition of the Black & Minority Ethnic (BME) Forum newsletter for the 2016 season. In this edition 
we provide updates on recent activities and developments supporting partnerships between Yorkshire cricket and BME 
communities across the County. 
  
BME Development Centres 
Planning is already underway for next winter’s indoor cricket coaching for junior cricketers at the 10 BME Development 
Centres across Yorkshire. Development Centres provide indoor junior cricket coaching programmes which help to pro-
mote and give access to cricket in areas with large BME communities. Each centre is situated in the local community, run 
by local clubs and coaches and easily accessible for all wanting to start or play the game of cricket. The Centres have 
been running now for over 20 years.  
A total of 427 juniors attended the 2016 programme, within an age range of 7 to 17. This included 20 girls, with 1 centre 

running a girls only session. The 2016 programme was supported by qualified coaches and volunteers from the commu-

nity, with links made to 23 cricket clubs to enable junior players to migrate to for their summer coaching.  

BME Open Day – an evening to remember   

BME Development Centre players from across Yorkshire descended on Headingley to see their heroes play Leicestershire 

in the first T20 game of the season. A delighted Shiv Krishan, YCB Community Inclusion Activator, said ‘’The atmosphere 

of a T20 game, including the colour clothing, music blasting loudly and adults in fancy dress singing and dancing helped 

to make it a memorable evening for all! For some of the juniors it was their first visit to Headingley and one they will 

never forget.’’ Parties from Dewsbury & Batley, Hamara (Leeds), Huddersfield, Manningham (Bradford) and Leeds Carib-

bean enjoyed their evening. The Open Day is an annual event supported by partners across Yorkshire cricket.  



Bradford Activities 
 
Kashmir Crown Bakery (KCB) have team-up with 
Yorkshire Cricket to promote the game amongst 
young people in West Yorkshire. KCB will be 
supporting a number of events and activities 
organised by Yorkshire Cricket Foundation’s 
South Asian Communities Project. This will in-
clude a Bradford Under 22s representative 
team in the National Cities Cup competition; 
turn up and ‘Enjoy Cricket’ sessions in various 
areas; the Ramadan Cup; the Quaid e Azam 
Sunday Cricket League and Junior teams at 
Great Horton Church Cricket Club.  
 
Asim Saleem, CEO of KCB , said ‘we are de-
lighted to be working with Yorkshire Cricket 
and are particularly keen to promote the 
sport amongst young people in Yorkshire’ 
 
Will Saville, Yorkshire Cricket Foundation Man-

ager, said ‘We are delighted to have the sup-

port of one of the best known brands in the 

country to assist with our aims in Education, 

Health, History & Heritage, Participation and 

Inclusion through Cricket.’’   

” 

At Yorkshire Cricket we continue to invest considerable time and energy supporting  
local cricket clubs and the communities they serve. The individuals recognised in our 
2016 OSCAs (see below) are clear examples of where the commitment of individuals has 
broadened access to recreational cricket and inspired more youngsters to play the 
game. 
 
 

Chris West, YCB Chairman 

“ 

” 

There are many great examples of where cricket 

has been the driving force in bringing communi-

ties together. The future development of the old 

Bradford Park Avenue cricket ground will be a 

prime example of a community driven project, 

with cricket bringing something very special to 

the local community.  

 

Mark Arthur, YCCC Chief Executive  

“ 



 

Outstanding Services to Cricket Awards (OSCAs), 1st August 2016 
 
Yorkshire cricket recognised the service given by a range of volunteers within recreational 
cricket at their Outstanding Services to Cricket Awards held on Yorkshire Day.  
 
This included representatives from Mount CC who were one of the recipients of George 
Reah Award for Special Services to Cricket, awarded to the Chairman Hanif Mayet for a 
lifetime’s dedication to the Club. Andrew Watson, Executive Director of  the Yorkshire 
Cricket Board commented on the Club’s special award at the Yorkshire OSCAs:  

 
Highly commended in this category was Sarfarz Qureshi who has run the Marley Cricket 
Development Centre in Keighley for over 20 years. In doing this Safraz has built links with 
local cricket clubs for junior player migration and established links into the local Primary 
School.  
 
The Young Coach of the Year accolade went to Maryam Ali who, through cricket, has 
found her passion to help others. In her quest to help girls gain confidence and improve 
their self-esteem, Maryam undertook a ‘cricket activators’ course before completing her 
level 2 cricket coaching course. She now provides weekly cricket sessions within communi-
ty centres and a Mosque in Leeds, attracting many girls to the sport of cricket. 
Maryam  added ‘’Through my cricket sessions I was able to provide a safe place where girls 
could have fun and enjoy themselves with other girls, making friendships under the banner 
of cricket. I was able to provide different opportunities for the girls to keep fit and active 
whilst having fun and developing their cricket skills.’’  

 
We are absolutely delighted to present this unique and special award to Mount CC for 

their work, not only in their work in the community, but their work forging links with 
other faiths which is truly ground-breaking “ 

” The long and distinguished work of Sam Gittens in the Sheffield Caribbean community was 
also recognised. Having served 40 years at Sheffield Caribbean as a player, umpire, coach and 
groundsman, Sam received the Numan Shabbir Syed Award for Services to BME Cricket.  Umar 
Rafiq, YCB Director and BME Forum Chair commented ‘’ All who come in contact with Sam 
know how priceless he is. His depth of knowledge of the game makes him a role model to all 
at the club and throughout the Caribbean community. He has represented the Sheffield Area 
with pride at the BME Forum for many years, helping to push and champion the Forum in its 
early days’’ 



 The Farid Karolia Cup 2016 
 
The 2016 Farid Karolia Cup was decided on the last 
ball of the game with Manningham (Bradford) just 
pipping Sheffield to the trophy. The B.M.E. Centre 
teams taking part this year included Manningham 
Cricket Centre, Huddersfield, West Bowling, Roth-
erham, Leeds Caribbean, Dewsbury/Batley.   
 
Sheffield and Manningham emerged as group win-
ners to set-up a repeat of late years final with 3 
runs off the last ball eventually winning the cup for 
Manningham.  
The trophies were presented by Yusef Karolia who 
praised all the teams and the good spirit in which 
the competition was played.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Multi-Faith Prayer Room  
August saw the opening of a new 
Multi-Faith Prayer Room at 
Headingley Stadium. Located in 
the office previously occupied by 
the Yorkshire Cricket Board, the 
Prayer Room provides a purpose 
designed environment for multi-
faith prayer and has been provid-
ed in partnership with Regal 
Foods from Bradford.  
 
 
 
 
 

Stop Press – National Asian Cricket Awards 

There are 5 nominations from Yorkshire going forward to the Asian Cricket Awards. These are 
Nasa Hussain , Community Groundsman (Grassroots); Mount Cricket Club (Asian Club); Kunwar 
Bansil, YCCC Physio (Behind the Scenes); Shabnam Ismail, Yorkshire Diamonds (Women in Crick-
et); and Adil Rashid, Yorkshire & England (Professional Player of the Year). Good luck to them all.   
 
 
For further information about the work of the BME Forum please contact Graham Purdy on 0113 
2033 668, g.purdy@yorkshirecb.com  or Umar Rafiq on u.rafiq@yorkshirecb.com. 
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