
BME Development Centres gear up for 2018 

Yorkshire’s 10 BME Development Centres are preparing for a year coaching a record number of young cricketers. Over the 

last 20 years, the centres, run by local clubs and coaches, have provided indoor junior coaching for areas with a substantial 

BME community. The centres now have links with 23 clubs for attendees to migrate to for junior coaching, ensuring that 
young BME cricketers have every opportunity to reach their full potential. The centres aim to engage youngsters not cur-

rently at a club or receiving any coaching and, as a result, a lot of those who attend are completely new to the game. 

The centres have seen many benefits; with an increase in junior teams at affiliated clubs, more juniors progressing to repre-

sentative sides, improved behaviour amongst the participants, more active lifestyles in the youngsters and a wider involve-
ment in cricket volunteering roles - to name just a few. 

In 2016, 427 juniors, between the ages of seven and seventeen, attended the centres. In 2017, the centres once again saw 

more than 420 young cricketers in attendance. In 2018, the centres are expecting record numbers, with 436 kids currently 
signed up! The centres have also run girls only sessions since 2016.  

The 2018 centres are listed below. For more details on the sessions please get in touch with the appropriate centre contact: 

 

Leeds Caribbean 

Ramgahria Sports Centre 

Dates and Times TBC 

Contact: Tony Bowery, 07976710933,                                          
tbowery.ycb@virginmedia.com  

 

Leeds Hamara 

Old Cockburn Sports Hall  

28th January – 1st April, 12pm -13.30pm. 

Contact: Aisha Rashid, 01132773330 

 

Bradford - Manningham  

Manningham Sports Centre 

14th January-2018 – 25th March 2018, Sundays, 10am-12pm (Soft Ball Sessions). 

Contact: Taj Butt, 07855460969, taj.butt@hotmail.com  

 

Bradford - Zara Sports Centre  

Zara Sports Centre  

14th January 2018 – 25th March 2018, Sundays, 1pm-3pm (Hard Ball Sessions). 

Contact: Taj Butt, 07855460969, taj.butt@hotmail.com  
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Bradford - West Bowling 

Parkside Centre  

3rd February – 17th March, Saturdays, 2pm – 4pm. 

Contact: Haqueq Siddique, 07970667704, haqueqsid-
dique@hotmail.com 

 

Wakefield 

Lightwaves Leisure and Community Centre 

10th February - 17th March, Saturdays, 1pm - 3pm.  

Contact: Tony Bowery, 07976710933, tbowery.ycb@virginmedia.com  

 

Batley/Dewsbury 

Ali-Hikmah Centre  

Taster and sign up session - 20th January  

Sessions – 27th January – 3rd March, Saturdays (Girls 8+ 1pm-2pm, Under 13s 2pm-3pm, Under 17s 3:30pm-5pm). 

Contact: Yusuf Pandor, 07855828183, yusuf.pandor@kirklees.gov.uk  

 

Rotherham 

Rotherham Football Centre  

25th February - 1st April, Sundays, 12pm – 2pm. 

Contact: Jonny Younis, 07515753715, j.younis@yorkshireb.com  

 

Sheffield  

Sheffield Indoor Cricket Centre 

11th February – 26th March, 12pm - 13.30pm. 

Contact: Sam Gittens, 01142855600  

 

Keighley 

Marley Sports Centre 

11th February – 18th March, Sundays, 2pm – 4pm. 

Contact: Sarfraz Qureshi, 07855589349, safrazqureshi@hotmail.co.uk 

 

New Wicketz project proves a hit in Bradford 

A new Yorkshire Cricket Foundation project ‘Wicketz’ was launched at Karmand Community Centre in Bradford in early De-

cember 2017. The programme is being funded by Lord’s Taverners and is aimed at young people aged between 8 and 16, in 

a bid to get them more active through cricket. The project also aims to establish sustainable cricket environments in highly 

deprived areas to provide free activity and access to cricket for young 

people.  

Ben Fraser, Bradford and Leeds Wicketz Development Officer, said:  

“We had a brilliant turnout with more than 50 

young people coming down for the first session for 

primary school children. Hopefully it will inspire 

them to keep coming and to play cricket as they get 

older.” 



Going forward, the project is to be led by local coaches. The pro-

ject will provide a fun environment for youngsters who are new to 

the game, as well as helping to instil valuable life skills, build 

friendships and encourage community cohesion.  

Weekly sessions are planned for Karmand Community Centre and 

Grange Interlink Community Centre, both in Bradford, with another 

venue planned in Leeds with dates and times to be confirmed 

soon.  

 

Maryam Ali wins Coach of the 

Year at the Pride of Sport 

Awards  

This is not the first time Maryam Ali has been featured in the BME 

Forum Newsletter, and there’s a very good reason for that. Over 

the past few years, Maryam has been bringing the sport of cricket 

to a new audience with her girls only sessions across Yorkshire, 

particularly in Bradford and Leeds. For her work, Maryam has gar-

nered multiple awards, including her most recent accolade of 

Coach of the Year in the Pride of Sport Awards 2017, held on the 

22nd November. Upon receiving this award, the Pride of Sport 

judges lauded Maryam’s achievements: 

 “Maryam’s work is a brilliant example of the power of sport to have a positive impact on 

the wider community. She is inspiring young people and breaking down boundaries. An 

amazing role model.”  

Maryam has also previously scooped a Yorkshire Outstanding Services to Cricket Award (OSCA) for Young Coach of the Year 

in 2016 as well as the Inspiration Award at the national Asian Cricket Awards. 

Maryam began coaching after deciding to sign up for a Coaching Young Children Course, held at Zara Sports Centre in Brad-

ford, along with her Dad, with the desire to put something back into the community. Still only in her early twenties, Maryam 

is now an ECB Level 2 qualified coach who coaches cricket whilst studying to be a teacher at Leeds Beckett University. Her 

coaching has focused on girls’ cricket, 

with a particular emphasis on the South 

Asian community. She runs on the belief 

that Asian girls need a safe place to 

hone their cricketing skills and explore 

the game she loves. Maryam has the 

drive to play a part in revolutionising the 

women’s game in the community.  

Speaking of her experience in cricket, 

Maryam said:  

“Where I live, it’s hard for 

young girls to go out and 

their parents to trust them 

with what they’re doing and 

what they’re getting up to.”  

 



 

Through building a trust with young South Asian girls and their parents, Maryam has created an environment where girls can 

go out and enjoy cricket.  

Maryam has reached what many, including herself, have traditionally viewed as a hard-to-reach area of the community and 

transformed the coaching available to girls in the county. Through her work and the response she has received from the girls 

she coaches, Maryam is helping to reveal the huge appetite for the game in Yorkshire’s South Asian community as well as 

releasing the huge pool of untapped talent that is available. Maryam also goes above and beyond, not only coaching in per-

son, but also by providing electronic feedback for her girls.  

The success of the England women’s team has highlighted the meteoric rise of the sport and encouraged soaring participa-

tion across the country. When watching the international game, its often taken for granted how the players got to where 

they are from first picking up a bat or ball. Women’s cricket and the game in general would be nothing without people like 

Maryam, ensuring that everyone has a chance to be a part of it. 

 

Graham Purdy steps down as BME Forum Secretary 

Graham Purdy has recently stepped down from his role as BME Forum secretary following his decision to 

leave the Yorkshire Cricket Board last December. In Graham’s five years as secretary, the BME Forum has 

gone from strength to strength, providing more cricket to more people. Graham has worked tirelessly to 

support BME cricket through the Forum and Working Group, advancing development and coaching avail-

ability as well as helping to organise the Farid Karolia Cup, BME Open Days to Emerald Headingley Sta-

dium and the BME Forum Newsletter. 

With regards to Graham’s five years of service, Shiv Krishan, Community Inclusion 

Activator for Bradford, said that 

“Graham Purdy has always led from the front, working with 

the community to promote BME cricket. Through the news-

letter and his tireless work, the profile of BME cricket has 

been raised dramatically. He will be sorely missed and I hope 

he will remain a true friend for years to come.” 

Upon leaving his post, Graham spoke fondly of how he would miss the hospitality of 

the BME community and his trips to the likes of Bowling Old Lane and Batley CC. 

Graham has left the organisation, but his impact will no doubt be felt for years to 

come. We wish him all the best in the future. 


