
Welcome to the latest issue of Shining the Light and it is wonderful to see
the enthusiasm around women and girls cricket at the moment, helped in
part I'm sure by the exciting launch of The Hundred. It's so great to see so
much women's cricket on our TV screens!!
The County Age group teams are in full swing including a memorable few
days in Scarborough for the U18s and we bring you some match reports
from the players themselves. In South Yorkshire the soft ball league is
building up to finals day, and in West Yorkshire we are looking for
expressions of interest for an exciting  new U13s and U15s league. 
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Match report by Frances Lonsdale, Yorkshire U18s

 

Millie Gray 51* retired 

Scarborough College festival Day 1: 
Yorkshire U18s V Scotland U18s

For the first day of the Yorkshire U18 girls’ residential
to Scarborough, we played Scotland in a 50 over
game. We lost the toss and fielded first. We had a
great first over from seam bowler Asmi Shembekar,
making her debut for Yorkshire. She picked up 2
wickets to get us off to a promising start. This was
followed up by some tight bowling from Annie Brown
(3 wickets), Jess Thompson (2 wickets) and Emma
Lawson (2 wickets) resulting in us bowling Scotland
out for 115.
In our batting innings an impressive second wicket
partnership from Millie Gray (51 retired not out) and
Frances Lonsdale (38 not out) allowed us to knock off
the runs off in 27 overs and win by 8 wickets  

 50 0ver format



Wednesday 21st of July began well with a wonderful
breakfast provided by Scarborough College whose
hospitality made for a pleasant stay. Scotland won
and elected to bowl. The first innings had triumphs
and downfalls for both sides alike. A tremendous
success for Yorkshire’s opener Frances Lonsdale
who scored a stylish half century, demonstrating
her talents and class. We had much needed
contributions from Holly Cooper (with a quick 12),
Asmi Shembekar and Georgi Houseman. The
Yorkshire ladies finished the innings with a
respectable ninety-nine for eight. Two bowlers who
particularly came through were the captain Beth
Slater (1 for 14 off of 3 overs) and Annie Brown (1 for
13 off of 3 overs). The end results saw Scotland take
the win by six wickets. 

“As captain of the Yorkshire side I know we didn’t play
our best, but we put up a good fight and unfortunately
the results didn’t go our way, but there was a good
atmosphere among the team. We always encourage
and support each other”
Beth Slater, captain 
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Scarborough College festival Day 2
Match report by Emma Lawson, Yorkshire U18s

T20s 

Yorkshire lost the toss once again for the next match, and batted first. Millie Gray scored a quick 24
runs, Frances Lonsdale fourteen, and Emma Lawson with nineteen. Annie Brown and Asmi
Shembekar both helped Yorkshire finish on one-hundred and three for six. In the second innings,
Georgi Houseman and Abigail Thorley were two valuable assets of the Yorkshire side, wiith Georgi
taking 1 for 15 off 3 overs and Abigail 1 for 18 for two. Although the result was another win for
Scotland by six wickets, it is fair to say both sides did well. The girls were forced to adapt and act
under pressure and although they were not entirely successful, they took on board feedback from
coach Mark Harrison and kept their heads held high. 

Frances Lonsdale, 54 runs
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Scarborough College Festival Day 3
100 ball format 

On a sunny day in Scarborough Yorkshire U18 girls played our first ever 100 ball game
versus Scotland as the final chapter of our three-day tour. 

We lost the toss and were put in to bat. Frances Lonsdale and Annie Brown got us off
to a good start, scoring 13 and 17 respectively. A quick 21 by Holly Cooper in the
middle overs got us up to a score of 105 off our 100 balls.

In reply we took wickets steadily throughout the game. Annie Brown with 3 wickets,
Emma Lawson with 2 and a couple of outstanding catches from Beth Slater saw us to
a tense last 5 balls. Scotland won by 2 wickets with 2 balls to spare. 

 

Match report by Annie Brown, Yorkshire U18s 



As we come towards the end of the South Yorkshire
soft ball league, teams from around the region are
looking at the league standings to see where they are
likely to finish.  One of these teams can already start
planning for finals day as they've played all their
league games... Higham Ladies' first team sit a top of
the Division 1 table on 25 points undefeated and are
the confirmed 2021 Division 1 League winners, giving
them a guaranteed spot in the Div1 Championship
finals day on the 15th August, hosted at Sheffield
Collegiate's home ground, Abbeydale Sports Club

. 
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Higham's Soft ball first team go unbeaten

“We are looking forward to finals day, to keep our unbeaten record, with an eye on the trip to
Ampleforth very much in our sights. We know our opponents will have the same thing in mind so I’m
sure it will be a great showcase for women’s cricket on the 15th and we wish them the best of luck”  

Captain, Gabby Naughton

“Winning the SY Div1 Softball League on is a
fabulous achievement for the women’s section and
everyone involved with Higham CC. it’s not a
surprise the ladies have achieved this, given the
team's enthusiasm to train and develop their skills
week in week out" 
Head coach, Billy Rayner

Second in the table is Sheffield Collegiate women (2020 league winners), who have also booked their
place in the Championship finals day with a game to spare as teams below them are still to play
each other. The final place in the championship finals day and 2 of the 3 places in the Plate finals
day are yet to be decided and with only 5 points between 3rd and 5th place with just 3 fixtures in
the division to go, it is sure to be an exciting finish to the Softball League season in Division 1. 



 West Yorkshire clubs invited to enter new hardball
league 

U13s and U15s 

Do you have U15s and U13s girls at your club? Is there an appetite among
these players to play with girls, against girls? As an increasing number of girls
are participating in cricket at clubs across Yorkshire, the demand is growing
for an all girls league and early plans have begun, to make this happen. Rob
Hodgson, who runs the girls' teams at Menston CC feels the time is right to
launch a new league in the West of the region

 
 

"It's important to set up a hardball league for girls because it gives a level
platform to develop their cricket. It will create a clear pathway for girls to

follow through to women's cricket"

We are looking for expressions of interest right now for the 2022 season, and
are planning a festival at the end of the 2021 season to launch the new league.
If you feel your club might be interested, even if you are uncertain about
whether you can put out a full team at this stage, please contact Katie Stewart
k.stewart@yorkshirecb.com or Rob Hodgson  roberthodgson44@hotmail.com
to express your interest and find out more
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