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Introduction to the Club manual 

The GAA is a strong and vibrant Association thanks to the army of dedicated volunteers at

Club level committed to the promotion and development of our cubs and our games.

Club volunteers have a strong sense of pride in their Club and of loyalty to their local

community. These values are at the heart of the GAA family and the organisation.

The Club is the basic unit of the Association. In common with all other units in the

organization, it shares the responsibility of ensuring that the objectives of the GAA are

achieved. These objectives are laid down in the Official Guide (Treoraí Oifigiúil) in the

charter which states that the Association’s basic aim is to “strengthen the National

Identity”. The Associations additional aims are to:

• Promote and control the National games of Hurling, Gaelic Football, 

Handball and Rounders

• Actively support the Irish language and Irish culture

• Promote the aims of the GAA abroad through the oversees units

• Support the promotion of Camogie and Ladies Gaelic Football

• Support Irish industry
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The GAA Club 

The GAA Club is the bedrock of every Irish community

and provides an organised structure from which great

community spirit is generated. In the last one hundred

and twenty five years, the growth of the Association

has been truly phenomenal and it is safe to say that

there are few areas of the country in which the GAA has

not had an enormous influence. 

Today, almost every town and village in the country has

its own GAA headquarters, centered on the playing of

our exciting games and building on 125 years of great

history and success. Our games are also spreading to

communities abroad and there are now over 300 clubs

affiliated to the GAA in Europe, the USA, Canada, Asia,

Australia, New Zeland and Britain. These clubs are also

a tremendous influence in their local communities.

It’s vital our clubs continue to grow and reinvent themselves

to ensure that this structure is reinforced. Through planning

ahead for the future, the GAA will help ensure that clubs

remain strong and that dedicated voluntary officials at Club

level continue to commit to the promotion and

development of our games and our Association.  

The Club Manual

This Club manual is designed and written by various

departments in Croke Park and is a resource for all of

our Club officers. It contains information on all aspects

of Club activity, Club administration and on officer

roles in the Club.  

The manual is divided into specific chapters, each in PDF

form. These chapters will be reviewed and updated on an

ongoing basis. 

Special Thanks

A special thanks to all contributors, to the Club and

Community Committee in Croke Park, and to all Club and

county officers who provided feedback.

“Club volunteers

have a strong sense

of pride in their

Club and of loyalty

to their local

community”.
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