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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE CRICKET BOARD 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

 

Thursday 22 January 2015, 7pm Long Room, Trent Bridge 

 
 

Present: 
A list of those present at the AGM is included in appendix A to these minutes. 
 

Opening Remarks: 
NCB Chairman Tony Palfreman welcomed the attendees to Trent Bridge especially Scott 
Borman from the ECB.  He asked the meeting to stand and remember those from the 
Nottinghamshire cricketing community that died in the last year, including: 
 

 Cliff Anderson – Keyworth CC 

 Ian Bosworth – Basford Mill CC 

 Roger Parlby – Newark CC & Collingham and District CC 

 Ray Pickering – Burton Joyce CC 

 Geoff Scott – Collingham and District CC 

 Gordon Stinson – Newark Ransome & Marles CC 

 Brian Wilson – Bassetlaw & District Umpire 
 

1 – Apologies for Absence 
A list of those who had presented their apologies for being unable to attend the meeting is 
included in appendix B to these minutes. 
 

2 – Minutes of the Previous Meeting, 23 January 2014 
It was proposed by Richard Martin and seconded by Rob Kirkwood that these were an 
accurate record of the meeting and the meeting approved them unanimously.  
 

3 – Matters Arising 
There were no matters arising. 
 

4 – Secretary’s Report 
Despite reports that 2014 was one of the warmest summers on record, Mother Nature is 
oblivious to the need for dry weather at weekends and recreational cricket suffered with 
many matches being washed out. But the game also faces another more worrying challenge 
and that is the number of games that were cancelled, as teams could not raise a side. 
 
The results of the ECB’s National Player showed that participation in the game nationally 
had dropped from 2013’s figure.  Whilst not too much should be read into one year’s figures, 
the game nationally and in Nottinghamshire has to take steps to make sure cricket remains a 
game of choice.  The Cricket Board is working hard with the county’s leagues to provide the 
best competitive infrastructure possible for the game to grow and thrive and this work will 
continue to be a key focus in 2015. 
 
In the NCB Premier League, Cuckney secured their second championship by 9 points from 
Plumtree.  Mansfield Hosiery Mills and Rolls Royce were relegated and it very sad to report 
that Rolls Royce as a club has now ceased to exist; their move to Derby was done against the 
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wishes of both the Premier League Management Committee and the Board but ultimately 
their demise was due entirely to decisions made by the club. 
 
The Bassetlaw Champions were Farnsfield and the South Nottinghamshire champions 
Attenborough will join them in the 2015 Premier League.  The degree of engagement, 
discussion and co-operation between the county’s three senior Saturday Leagues has 
increased throughout the year and all will work to continue that in 2015. 
 
For the Sunday leagues, Plumtree secured their third successive Newark Alliance 
championship title and Anston clinched the Mansfield & District League. 
 
The women’s game continues to grow in Nottinghamshire, highlighted by our county’s 
winning of the NatWest T20 competition and the coaches and management of the team are 
to be congratulated on this achievement. 
 
There were many other successes in our game and I will point you towards the individual 
reports on the website and the additional detail that will be included in this year’s handbook. 
 
Discipline 
There were twenty disciplinary issues reported during the 2014 season, up from fourteen in 
the previous year, a disappointing increase especially when you consider the volume of 
matches that were washed out.  Almost all the incidents involved Saturday cricket and 
included 24 individuals being reported and two clubs and 17 of the incidents related to 
offences of abuse or poor behaviour towards umpires. 
 
It has been noted that there is a special spirit of cricket and these incidents are directly 
contrary to that spirit. The Board will continue to work with Leagues and Clubs to ensure 
that discipline remains a key focus and that our umpires are given the best possible support. 
 
Board 
The year has also seen a number of changes to the Board with Ian Graham (Business 
Development Director), Basharat Hassan (NCCC committee member) and Mervyn Griffiths 
(Secretary).  Ian’s stay with the Board was relatively short but he brought an excellent energy 
and enthusiasm to his work and we thank him for everything he achieved. 
 
I would like to add a few personal remarks about Mervyn.  I took up the role of secretary of 
the NPL in April this year and it has undoubtedly been a challenging year for the 
management committee.  The support that Merv and Tony Palfreman provided to the 
committee has been outstanding and since taking over as Secretary of the Board, I have seen 
at first hand what effort it takes to undertake this job successfully.  I have very big shoes to 
fill and I would like to place on record my thanks for what Merv has done not only for the 
game in Nottinghamshire over many years but also the support he has provided to me. 
 
I have mentioned the difficult year that the NPL has had in 2014 and it would be remiss to 
not recognise the efforts of three long-standing members of the NPL Management 
Committee who have stood down.  David Groves and Graham Foottit acted as Secretary and 
Vice Chairman for a number of years and served the game they love very well in those roles.  
Peter Johnson also stood down as chairman and his role in shaping and then leading the 
league has been outstanding and the league and its member clubs, past and present, owe 
these three gentlemen their thanks for their efforts. 
 
Finally from me, I would like to wish all clubs, players, officials, fans and volunteers all the 
very best for the 2015 season – we hope that the sun shines and that the cricket we play and 
administer is all we would hope it to be.  The recent sad death of Philip Hughes showed how 
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the cricket community can come together when needed and how important the game is to 
those of us involved. 

 

 

5 – Finance Report 
In Neil Smith’s absence, Tracey Francis described the financial headlines for the year, which 
included an annual surplus of just over £20,000. A copy of the slides presented is included 
in appendix C of these minutes. The Annual Accounts for the Year ending 30 September 
2014 were approved. 

 

6 – Affiliation Fees Proposal for 2015 
Following the Finance Report, Tracey Francis advised that it was the Board’s proposal that 
the 2014 affiliation fees be held for the forthcoming year – these are £50 for a Primary 
Affiliation and £25 for Secondary.  This proposal was proposed by Peter Wright and 
seconded by Richard Martin and accepted by the meeting. 
 

7 – Sub Group Reports 
Tony Palfreman advised that each of the sub committee reports had been uploaded to the 
NCB website and he did not therefore intend to read them in full.  He asked whether there 
were any questions and Rob Kirkwood asked that next year’s Junior & Youth report include 
details of the county’s youth leagues as well as the county age group activity and this was 
noted. 
 

8 – Community & Development Team Report 
Tracey Francis introduced members of her team who presented reports on their activities 
and key achievements for the year.  These included: 
 

 Keith Tongue updated the meeting on the ‘Field of Dreams’ project 

 Tracey Francis provided a report for Matt Wood (who was absent coaching) on his 
work in developing the player pathway 

 Chloe Gibson spoke of the holiday coaching camps, community road shows, OSCAs 
and BDO coaches 

 Jack Arnold provided a report on the women’s and girls activities including schools, 
the under 12 Development Programme and the T20 Development League. He also 
provided details of the disability cricket activity including schools competitions, table 
cricket and developments within the county disability squads 

 Stephen Campbell updated the meeting on his work in adult participation, south 
Asian cricket, work with the city’s universities and secondary schools 

 Andy Marchant spoke about the work he has been doing with primary schools, 
Chance to Shine and international mascots 

 Alan Harrison provided details on the number and diversity of coach education 
courses that had been delivered and the support that had been provided to the 
Nottinghamshire Cricket Groundsman’s Association 

 
Tracey outlined the targets and objectives for the team for 2015. A copy of the slides used by 
the Community & Development team can be found here. 

 

9 – Appointment of Directors 
As required by the Board’s Articles of Association, three directors are required to step down 
and face re-election.  Tony Palfreman advised that there was currently a vacancy for Business 
Development Director and that therefore he, Tony Palfreman, and Ian Smith would stand 
down but both would be eligible for re-election and there being no other nominations or 

http://www.nottscricket.co.uk/news/2015/january/ncb-annual-general-meeting.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5h4atHtJ9gaYm5XSFppVHd1Rnc/view?usp=sharing
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objections, they were both re-elected. The vacancy for Business Development Director would 
be filled following interviews due to take place shortly. 
 

10 – Report from Nottinghamshire CCC 
Peter Wright provided an update from the county cricket club, which can be summarised as 
follows: 
 

 Finished 4th in LVCC County Championship, reached the semi finals of the Royal 
London 50 Over competition and the quarter finals of the NatWest Blast T20; this 
was a reasonable season’s return but slightly disappointing considering how well the 
team were playing in the early part of the year. 

 New recruits – Vernon Philander (South Africa) and Ben Hilfenhaus (Australia) 
would share the overseas spot with Will Gidman (Gloucestershire) and Greg Smith 
(Leicestershire) transferring in. Jake Libby has also made a great start to his 
Nottinghamshire career but will be out for much of the summer with a knee injury. 

 The 2nd XI were runners up in the championship with a young side; the ECB is also 
undertaking a review of second XI cricket, encouraging clubs to field strong sides on 
good wickets. 

 The Academy did well to finish 4th in the NPL and the Academy set up received a 
good report from the ECB in their review and Chris Tolley should be congratulated. 

 Welbeck CC will be hosting two 50 over games this summer which is seen as a 
positive move. 

 Trent Bridge has an Ashes Test in August and the club are very pleased with their 
allocation of major matches between 2017-19 with further matches for 2020-22 
expected shortly. 

 Trent Bridge always achieves good ticket sales and receives good feedback, it is 
regularly considered the best UK Test venue except Lord’s. Other grounds (e.g. Old 
Trafford and Edgbaston) are improving their facilities and Trent Bridge has to 
continue to improve. The committee are currently considering improvements to the 
Pavilion, The William Clarke Stand and Lady Bay. 

 The County Club are very happy with their interaction with the Cricket Board feeling 
it is important that the professional and recreational games act in step. Tracey 
Francis does a fantastic job for both elements of the game. 

 Volunteers are vital to the game but we should all recognise that the game is changing 
and deliver types of games that players wish to play. 

 In closing, Peter thanked Basher Hassan for his service as a director of the Board and 
said the Board was very fortunate that someone of the calibre of Darren Bicknell was 
able to take his place. 

 

11 – Report from England & Wales Cricket Board 
Scott Borman provided an update from the ECB: 
 

 The 2014 National Player Survey saw 37,500 players respond and highlighted their 
desire to see a range of offerings around length of day, overs, distance travelled and 
format of the game. 

 The NCB are seen as providing consistency and clarity in their leadership as the local 
governing body for the game – they have to continue to ensure that the game offers 
the right mix to players. 

 The survey showed that approximately 60,000 players were lost to the game 
nationally, equating to approximately 1,500 in Nottinghamshire. 

 The ECB has also seen 13% fewer fixtures and a 50% increase in cancelled games 
(source – Play Cricket). 

 The ECB’s strategic priorities are: 
o Effective leadership and governance 
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o High quality events 
o A successful England team 
o A vibrant domestic game 
o Enthusiastic participation 

 Some of the ECB’s key plans for 2015 include: 
o Re-launch Play Cricket 
o Improve communications 
o Invest in developing cricket boards’ workforce to make them become more 

effective 
o Roll out league engagement programme 
o Complete a participation review 
o Co-ordinate Chance to Shine and other offers 
o Specific activities to promote women’s/girls cricket, the south Asian game and 

disability cricket. 

 In summary, the ECB recognised the Nottinghamshire Cricket Board as both effective 
and pro-active. 

 

12 – Chairman’s Report 
A year ago I suspect that if you approached a player in the lower divisions of one of our 
Leagues and asked what the Nottinghamshire Cricket Board did the reply would not be 
particularly illuminating. Over the past 12 months, however, the Board’s profile has, of 
necessity, become more apparent and, I hope, more meaningful to the recreational cricketer 
in Notts. 
 
The Board felt it necessary to intervene and support an Interim Management Committee of 
the Premier League following the resignation of a number of its Management Committee 
members at its 2013 AGM. Happily a solution and a way forward was found in time for an 
EGM of the Premier League in March, the threat of a boycott of matches was averted, and 
the League was able to fulfil its fixture programme over the 2014 season. The issue was, 
however, a catalyst for change, and under the Chairmanship of Craig Buckingham the two 
principal feeder Leagues (South Notts and Bassetlaw) and the Board now have a 
representation on the newly constituted Management Committee of the Premier League with 
a view to bringing the three Leagues closer together. A sub-group of the PL Management 
Committee also carried out a comprehensive and time-consuming review of the PL Rules, 
which subsequently, after consultation with the PL Clubs, were (with one exception) 
accepted at last November’s PL AGM. 
 
The Board also had to intervene when Rolls Royce Social CC indicated at short notice an 
intention to vacate their current ground and play their Premier League fixtures at Derby. 
Whilst the Board was prepared to make a concession for the 2014 season, in order to 
preserve the fixtures, the Club would not accept a requirement by the Board that 
arrangements be made to relocate to a suitable alternative ground within Nottinghamshire 
for the 2015 season. As a result the Club effectively barred itself from PL membership for this 
coming year, although subsequent internal events at the Club have regrettably led to the 
Club being wound up. The Board would hope for a somewhat quieter year ahead! 
 
On the more positive side the National Player Survey has to some extent dominated 2014. 
Nationwide, over 35,000 responses were received, with over 830 from players in Notts. Not 
only did the results indicate a fall in participation levels but also gave clear indications of 
what individual players were looking for from their game of cricket. The Board has sought to 
engage with the principal Leagues within the County and invited them to consider what steps 
might be taken to achieve our three principal aims and objectives: 
 
(i) more people playing more frequently in teams 
(ii) protecting the future of cricket within the County and 
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(iii) making cricket an individual’s sport of choice 
 
Leagues and Clubs need to be listening to their players and need to be receptive to the 
concept of change and have a willingness to be innovative. Cricket is not alone in suffering a 
decline in participation and doing nothing is not an option. 
It is quite apparent from the various sub-group reports circulated with the Notice of this 
Meeting that a huge amount of work is carried out by an army of volunteers in Clubs and 
Leagues, with support from Tracey’s professional staff here at Trent Bridge. All I would ask is 
that, in partnership with the Board, you take stock of the survey results and consider how the 
three objectives to which I have just referred can be attained. The Board will be meeting in 2 
or 3 week’s time to consider and review the “Beyond Boundaries  Strategy 2011-15”, taking 
into account any conclusions to be drawn from the National Player Survey. I am aware that 
in some Leagues preliminary steps have already been taken to reflect the perceived needs of 
their players, but no strategy can be effectively implemented unless it is validly conceived in 
the first place and those responsible for its implementation are able to see it through to its 
intended conclusion. This will need all parties to have a common vision and purpose. 
 
Finally, the implementation of any strategy comes at a financial cost and whilst the next 
tranche of central funding has been confirmed by ECB, there is an on-going need for 
financial prudence on the one hand and income generation on the other  so far as the Board 
is concerned. We are grateful for the continuing support from our sponsors and in particular 
Red Rock and Mapperley Sports. Tracey Francis and Jayne Storey are to be congratulated 
and applauded for braving altitude sickness, cold and fatigue on their fund-raising climb of 
Kilimanjaro.. However, I would like to think that other fund-raising events to be organised 
over the next 12 months will, where possible be supported by Leagues, Clubs and individuals 
alike in order to help secure the aims and objectives that the Board, through its numerous 
volunteers and supporting professional staff, is seeking to achieve. 
 

13 – The Recreational Council 
Mike Smedley (nominated by Kiveton Park CC) and Mervyn Griffiths (nominated by 
Edwinstowe CC) were elected to the Recreational Council.  The current delegates from 
represented organisations were confirmed for 2015. 
 

14 – Confirmation of Accounts & Scrutineers/Auditors 
The change of scrutineer from BDO to Smith Cooper was confirmed. 
 

15 – Date of 2016 AGM 
Thursday 21 January 2016. 
 

16 – Any Other Business 
Tony Palfreman confirmed that Peter Wynne-Thomas and Mervyn Griffiths had accepted the 
Board’s invitation to become vice-presidents both of whom made brief speeches of thanks. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.33 pm 

 

 
 
 
 
  



 

Page 7 of 9 

Appendix A – meeting attendees 

 

Name Club Bodies 
Nick Allcoat Attenborough CC  

Mike Aplin Attenborough CC NCGA & NPL 

Jack Arnold  NCB 

Enid Bakewell Vice President  

Michael Beard Clumber Park CC BJL 

John Birkin Attenborough CC  

Ken Bloor Plumtree CC SNCL 

Mick Bonsall  MDCL 

Scott Borman  ECB 

Bill Brown Radcliffe-on-Trent CC  

Stephen Campbell  NCB 

Alan Croome Vice President  

Malcolm Daniels Mansfield Hosiery Mills CC BDCL 

Guy Dibley West Bridgfordians CC  

Philip Filipowicz Whatton & Aslockton CC  

Tracey Francis  NCB 

Bob Garland Vice President  

Chloe Gibson  NCB 

Geoff Gooch Vice President & Attenborough CC  

Mervyn Griffiths Edwinstowe CC  

Norman Hall  NACL 

Alan Harrison  NCB 

Basharat Hassan Nottinghamshire CCC  

Cate Hayes West Bridgfordians CC  

Lyndon Hayes West Bridgfordians CC  

Simon Holmes Chilwell CC  

Gary Hyde Stapleford CC  

Julie James Belvoir CC  

Peter James Belvoir CC  

Rob Kirkwood Wollaton CC NYCL 

Richard Lambourne  CC 

John Leafe Calverton CC NCB 

John Leaver Ellerslie CC SNCL 

John Mangham  ACO & NCB 

Richard Martin Edwinstowe CC BDCL 

Peter Mason Collingham and District CC NEL 

Matt McBride Gedling Colliery CC  

Howard Mew Burton Joyce CC  

Don Neal Notts Unity Casuals CC  

Tony Palfreman  NCB 

Allan Pearson Gotham Village CC  

Stephen Rann Notts & Arnold Amateurs CC  

Chris Roper West Bridgfordians CC  

Mike Smedley Kiveton Park CC NCB 

Ian Smith Plumtree CC NCB & NPL 

John Sunderland Great Dalby CC  

Keith Tongue NCB  

Daniel White Notts & Arnold Amateurs CC  

Dave Williams Attenborough CC  

Dominic Williamson West Indian Cavaliers CC  

Peter Wright Nottinghamshire CCC  

Peter Wynne-Thomas Nottinghamshire CCC  
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Appendix B - apologies for absence: 

 

Name Club Bodies 
Gary Bardill  BDUA 

Stewart Burrows Vice President & Kimberley Institute CC  

Mim Davies Calverton CC SNCL 

Chris McGlen  NCB 

Mick Newell Nottinghamshire CCC  

Neil Smith  NCB 

Jayne Storey  NCB 

Steve Yelland Oxton CC  

John Williams   

Matthew Wood  NCB 

 East Bridgford CC  

 Grantham CC  

 Kimberley Institute CC  

 Selston Town CC  

 Wymeswold CC  

 

Key to Bodies: 

ACO – Association of Cricket Officials 
BDCL – Bassetlaw & District Cricket League 
BDUA – Bassetlaw & District Umpires Association 
BJL – Bassetlaw Junior League 
CC – Cope Cup 
ECB – England & Wales Cricket Board 
MDCL – Mansfield & District Cricket League 
NACL – Newark Alliance Cricket League 
NCB – Nottinghamshire Cricket Board 
NCGA – Nottinghamshire Cricket Groundman’s Association 
NPL – Nottinghamshire Premier League 
NYCL – Nottingham Youth Cricket League 
SNCL – South Nottinghamshire Cricket League 
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Appendix C – summary finance report: 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 


