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BACKGROUND
My name is Samiah, I am a British Afro-Asian (Indian-Kenyan-Pakistani 

with a combination of Sikh Punjabi and Turkish ancestry!) Although 

multi heritage, now of Islamic faith. I am a mother of five beautiful 

children who keep me occupied, constantly keep me active and push 

me  to new opportunities for the better. It is humbling to know that I 

am their role model and a constant reminder to keep dreaming big. 

FIRST CRICKET EXPERIENCE
From an early childhood I grew up with Cricket being the centre of 
many of my fond memories. From making sandwiches with the family 
for the clubhouse canteen to sell on Sunday’s. To rolling around the 
pavilion railings and hills at Low hall sports arena ground and 
celebrating to the shrilling appeals of “Howzat?” Bank holidays were 
spent with our large family and neighbours at huge crick-nics and 
barbecues in Brent wood park. 

I continuously noticed that I was, mainly, the only girl on my 
secondary schools cricket team, but it didn’t last long as there wasn’t 
usually anyone available to give me a lift for away matches. That 
feeling of being the only girl, barriers getting in the way and the topic 
of female Cricket never seen as a priority for girls stuck with me my 
whole life. 

Instead, I settled for lunchtimes and after-school cricket matches in 
the school playground, when I could have been practicing in the nets, 
like all the boys did. I decided to channelled my passion through 
watching hours of Test cricket matches  on TV with my Dad , and it s a 
memory I will cherish forever.  

DREAM BIG PROJECT
I had been looking for ways in which I could keep 
myself and my children busy and active. I heard on 
the local radio; how there are different Cricket 
offerings in Nottingham for all abilities and how 
inclusive it is. It got me thinking about my hidden 
disabilities, and how I wanted to reconnect within 
Cricket. As law of attraction would have it, the 
local community centre was seeking volunteers to 
run Cricket sessions for children, and just like that I 
received training, gained confidence and re-found 
my passion and love for Cricket. I naturally 
morphed and dived into the deep end and co-lead 
the All Stars Cricket sessions, alongside my 
children’s sessions. My children became so proud 
of me, and I became so much more confident and 
was determined to empower more Mum’s in the 
community to get involved, by sharing my journey.

Through Desi Women, I have  received endless 
amounts of amazing CPD opportunities. I have 
become a Community Champion a real advocate 
of inspiring other women to get involved. 
Completed Mental Health First Aid, First Aid, Level 
1 Coaching and basics of scoring and umpiring. In 
addition to completing one of my bucket list 
wishes, to play softball at Lords. I’ve lived my life 
vicariously through my children’s activities. I am 
now starting to do things for myself all thanks to 
Dream Big Desi Women. 

“Thank you Dream 
Big for giving me a 
chance to 
shine, share my 
passion and joy 
through Cricket. And 
most importantly the 
ability  to  empower 
other women to 
achieve their big 
moments.”


