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Notebook 
CHANGES TO FRONT ROW REGULATIONS 

EC1NORTH, SOUTH AND WEST  
Following the recent consultation exercise, EC clubs voted for a change in the 
Regulations relating to the requirement for front row (FR) replacements within the 
EC1 Leagues. Accordingly, the following will apply with immediate effect. All other 
Regulations remain unchanged. 
 
For the avoidance of doubt, there is no change to the requirement that teams must 
be able to start the game legitimately being able to contest the scrummage with a 
fully capable and trained front row. 
 
If a FR player is injured, he can only be replaced by someone who is capable of 
playing in the front row such that scrummages may continue to be contested. 
 
If the injured FR player CANNOT be replaced by another FR player he CANNOT be 
replaced at all, and that team will continue with 14 men (or fewer if they are already 
short of 15). 
 
The game will go to uncontested scrums. 
 
The result of the match will stand- i.e. it will not be forfeited. 
 
If, subsequently, the same team loses another one or two FR players to injury, they 
may be replaced subject to the normal replacement conditions (no more than 8 
interchanges). 
 
Whilst this concession is designed to ensure that teams will be able to fulfil their 
playing fixtures they are advised and encouraged to have FR replacement(s) but will 
not be penalised if they are unable to do so. 
 
ISSUED 06/09/2018 
John Mackay - EC Competitions Committee 
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FELIXSTOWE RFC RECEIVE THE ECRU CLUB OF THE YEAR AWARD 2018 
 

 
 

During what was described as a brilliant weekend at the club starting with a renaming of their ground to “Goldstar Rugby Ground” 
following the unveiling of their new sponsor Goldstar Transport and a first win of the season on Saturday, Felixstowe RFC were 
presented with the ECRU club of the year award for 2018 by RFU Council members Roger Pierson. 

CAMBRIDGE RUGBY CLUB OFFICIALLY OPENED ITS NEW CLUBHOUSE EXTENSION WITH A VIP 
RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY AT THE END OF AUGUST. 

The Facility provides the Club with 4 new state of the art unisex changing rooms, officials changing rooms, Gym, 2 Physio treatment 
suites, Laundry room and Club Office. 

The ambitious £500,000 project was completed with financial 
support from the Rugby Football Union, the Rugby Football 
Foundation, Cambridge City Council, Mick George 
Community Fund, Amey Community Fund and individual and 
family donations from the Rugby Club’s own members. 

The new facilities bring much needed up to date changing 
and other facilities at Volac Park for the ever - expanding 
rugby activities, including the fast growing and vibrant 
Womens and Girls sections. The changing rooms and grounds 
will also be available to the wider schools, sports teams and 
recreation clubs and associations as part of the Club’s 
strategy of providing access to its facilities to the wider 
Cambridge community beyond rugby. 

The official opening was performed by Deborah Griffin Bursar at Homerton College - Cambridge, Lewis Herbert, Leader of the 
Cambridge City Council and Jon Stump, Finance Director at Mick George Limited. Local MPs Daniel Zeichner and Heidi Allen were also 
in attendance to help celebrate the completion of the Project.  
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  3 WHEREABOUTS 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 
01 Bury St Edmunds RFC 
03 Wymondham RFC 
08 Wisbech RFC 
10 Suffolk RU 
11 ECRU Management Committee 
13 CB & Club Services Group (TW) 
15 Beccles RFC 
17 ECRU Club Development Group 
22 Lowestoft &Yarmouth RFC 
24 Meeting with Cambridge University 
26 Norfolk RU 
29 Dereham RFC 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Roger Pierson 

RFU Council 
Member 

8 Sudbury 
15 Mildenhall 
22 Brightlingsea 
29 L&Y 

 

 

 

 

 

Ian Forton 
ECRU President 

    

    

    

*October 
1 Bury St Edmunds 
8 Sudbury 
12 Suffolk RU Management Meeting 
13 ECRU Management Committee 
15 Stowmarket 
17 ECRU Club Development 
22 Aldeburgh 
31 Crusaders 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Winders 

Chair Club 
Development 

4 Club Development Committee 
11 Meeting with RFU Area Manager  
11 ECRU Management Committee 
15 Renegades v Saffron Walden 2s 
24 Meeting with Cambridge University 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alasdair Bovaird 
ECRU Chairman 

 
    

    

    

01 Haverhill 
08 Southwold 
11 ECRU Management Committee 
15 Norwich 
22 Lowestoft 
23 Suffolk Youth 7's Hospital School 
29 U18s v Notts, Lincs Derby 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Robert Temple 
ECRU Honorary 

Secretary 

11 ECRU Management Committee 
24 Meeting with Cambridge University 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pamela Clarke 

ECRU Treasurer 
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HOLT RFC VERSUS AN EASTERN COUNTIES XV – SUNDAY 14 OCTOBER 
2018 

 

Holt RFC vs Eastern Counties 14th October 1968 

50 years ago, on 14 October 1968, Holt RFC opened their new ground at Bridge Road, High Kelling by 
playing an Eastern Counties invitation XV. The large crowd was entertained by some sparkling rugby, 
the result of which was Holt RFC 19 Eastern Counties 26. 

In order to celebrate this anniversary, Eastern Counties have kindly agreed to again raise an 
invitation XV to play Holt RFC, exactly 50 years on from that original game of ‘sparkling rugby’, which 
will be played on:  

Sunday 14 October 2018 - kick-off at 3pm 

Prior to the game there will be a celebration lunch sponsored by Dalbo UK with the meat kindly 
supplied by HV Graves of Briston. Guests will include some of those who played in the original 
match 50 years ago, including the referee Mike Stott. Those who would like to be part of this 
celebration and wish to book for the lunch, are invited to contact: 

Trevor Hardingham 
01603 873217 and 07816 036609 
t.hardingham41@btinternet.com  

Lunch cost is £25 payable on arrival; sit-down at 12.45pm 
Early booking is advisable 

There will be Youth matches played from 11:00am as follows: - 

Under 13’s Holt versus Lowestoft & Yarmouth 
Under 15’s Holt versus Lowestoft & Yarmouth 
Under 16’s Holt versus West Norfolk 
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DISS RFC - RE-UNION LUNCH 22ND SEPTEMBER 2018  

  

Come on you old and 
older players 

“There’s a fine line between 
success and failure in 
international rugby. It’s called 
Hadrian’s wall” 

As part of Diss Rugby Club's 
60th anniversary celebrations 
our home league match on 
September 22nd against Eton 
Manor is to be a reunion day. 
All club members past and 
present are encouraged to 
attend. Please encourage 
players who haven't been 
down to the club for ages and 
those whose second home is 
standing at Denny's bar, you 
know you will enjoy the 
camaraderie and banter that 
Diss RFC has always been 
renowned for.  

Luncheon can be booked on 
disslunches@yahoo.com   

President Paul Cochrane and 
his committee would be 
delighted to welcome any 
past members who can make 
it   
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THE RON HARROD FOUNDATION 

 
 
The Ron Harrod Foundation was set up by Harrod Sport to provide funding for under-25s sportsmen and women to 
help them continue to compete in their chosen sport. 
 
In 2018, we will be looking for the recipient(s) of £5,000 of funding in 2019. We are inviting nominations from YOU, 
which will be assessed by a panel of judges before one or more recipients are chosen. The panel includes local athletes 
and representation from Suffolk Sports. 
 
Nominate Someone 
 
Do you know a promising young sportsperson from Norfolk or Suffolk who is struggling to fund themselves? If you are a 
sports club, association, parent or coach, you can nominate a local under-25-year-old to receive a grant. All you have to 
do is complete and submit the form here:- https://www.harrodsport.com/ron-harrod-foundation 
 
Nominees must be: 
25 or under 
From or living in Norfolk or Suffolk 
 
Please note: One application per nominee  
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England Rugby Training Course Descriptors  Click Here 

Online Course Booking Guide - Click Here 
 
England Rugby Coaching Award – Click Here 
 

 
England Rugby Referee Award – Click Here 
 

 
 
Young Match Officials Only 
(Same Award Course as above, but only open to young people aged between 14-19 years that live or play their rugby in Eastern Counties) 

Venue County Day 1 Day 2 Booking Link 
The Leys School Cambridgeshire Tues-23-Oct Thurs-25-Oct Click Here 
Hartismere High School (Venue TBC) Suffolk Tues-19-Feb Thurs-21-Feb URL to be released once 

venue is confirmed 

 

 

A live calendar of CPD and Award courses, can be found clicking on this link: - 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1F9l3TQwMCriNQyMvA3wCiEnKfGBOdpnGnndHt1ffPa0/edit?usp=sharing 

 

  

Venue County Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Booking  
Chantry Academy, Ipswich Suffolk Sun-30-Sept Sun-14-Oct Sun-28-Oct Click Here 
Campion School Essex Sun-07-Oct Sun-21-Oct Sun-04-Nov Click Here 
Downham Market Academy Norfolk Sun-04-Nov Sun-18-Nov Sun-02-Dec Click Here 
Swayne Park Essex Sun-11-Nov Sun-25-Nov Sun-09-Dec Click Here 
Moulton College Northamptonshire Sun-11-Nov Sun-25-Nov Sun-09-Dec Click Here 
Beccles Free School Norfolk Sun-24-Feb Sun-10-Mar Sun-24-Mar Click Here 
The Leys School Cambridgeshire Sun-12-May Sun-26-May Sun-09-Jun Click Here 
University of East Anglia, Norwich Norfolk Sun-16-Jun Sun-30-Jun Sun-17-July Click Here 

Venue County Day 1 Day 2 Booking Link 
Campion School Essex Sun-21-Oct Sun-04-Nov Click Here 
Robert Clack School Essex Sun-11-Nov Sun-25-Nov Click Here 
Chantry Academy, Ipswich Suffolk Sun-11-Nov Sun-09-Dec Click Here 
University of East Anglia, Norwich Norfolk Sun-03-Feb Sun-17-Feb Click Here 
The Leys School Cambridgeshire Sun-30-Jun Sun-14-July Click Here 

Eastern Counties Award Course Calendar 2018/19 
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https://www.englandrugby.com/mm/Document/MyRugby/Coaches/01/32/52/75/RFUTrainingCourseBooklet_English.pdf
https://youtu.be/BjA6gytFqow
https://www.englandrugby.com/mm/Document/MyRugby/Coaches/01/32/52/75/RFUTrainingCourseBooklet_English.pdf
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https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/R_WmC829OcjmwnpSMmEQl?domain=englandrugby.com
http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/courses/search/%23/search?id&amp;c&amp;eventid=226340056
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http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/courses/search/%23/search?id&amp;c&amp;eventid=226340079%20
http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/courses/search/%23/search?id&amp;c&amp;eventid=226340335%20
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/_v1-CkRoDsnDqmzh03g7o?domain=englandrugby.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/Yeo7Cqx2DuOg7mjfg8V9J?domain=englandrugby.com
http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/courses/search/%23/search?id&amp;c&amp;eventid=226340058%20
http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/courses/search/%23/search?id&amp;c&amp;eventid=226340076
http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/courses/search/%23/search?id&amp;c&amp;eventid=226340085
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Eastern Counties 
Rugby Union 

Tomo Industrial Estate 
Tomo Rd 
Stowmarket IP14 5AY 
01449 614 674 
Admin@ECRURugby.com   
 

 ECRURugby.com 

 /ECRURugby 

 @ECRURugby 
 

 

 
  

CORRECTION FROM LAST MONTH’S NOTEBOOK 

 
 

 
In last month’s Notebook, we included an article incorrectly stating that Greg 
Hind had managed the Army XV and not the Corp of the Royal Engineers. This 
was an error on our part and not information that had been provided by Greg. 
A corrected article is shown below: -  
 

 
Greg Hind: 1st XV & U20s Manager 

 

 
 

 
Greg Hind takes over the management reins of the ECRU 1XV and U20s 
for the coming 2018.19 season. Greg has in the past managed the 39 
Engineer regiment XV and been part of the management team for the 
Corp of Royal Engineers as well as the Army sevens and senior teams. 
His extensive experience and knowledge of the senior game in ECRU 
made him the stand out candidate for the 1XV and U20s managers role. 
On being appointed Greg Hind said “I am Looking forward to working 
with the best players in the region along with the future of rugby In 
Eastern Counties and help strive for success on all levels” 
 
 
 

 

 

  

NOTE FROM THE 
EDITOR  

If you would like your club article to 
appear in this Newsletter, then 
please send it (preferably with a 
related photo/image) to: - 
Notebook@ecrurugby.com  

by the third Friday in the month. 

 

Russ Clarke 
 

ECRU – Chair Marketing and 
Communications 
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PAY ME N T O F 
P L AY E R FA Q S 

 

  

 
These Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) have been put together to assist clubs and players with compliance with RFU Regulation 
7. Any defined terms will have the meaning set out in RFU Regulation 7. The FAQs are set out in two parts: Part A – Material Benefit 
FAQs; and Part B – Regulatory FAQs. 

The RFU is unable to provide tax, legal or accounting advice. This material has been prepared for informational purposes only, and is not 
intended to provide, and should not be relied on for tax, legal or accounting advice. Clubs, players and other individuals should consult 
their own tax, legal and accounting advisors before engaging in any transaction. 

The RFU has also arranged a tax helpline for clubs to obtain initial free advice on tax related matters: Tax Helpline: 
0330 303 1877 (Mon-Fri 9-5pm). 

Should the FAQs not answer your question, please contact PaymentofPlayers@rfu.com. 
 

PA R T A – M AT E RI A L B E NE F I T FA Q s  
 

Q UE S T I O N A NS W E R 
Note the answer may differ depending on whether the player is paid or unpaid. A paid player 
is classifi as someone who receives a Material Benefi in return for playing rugby union. 

M AT ERI A L  B ENEF I T 
O R N O T?  

UNPA ID P L AY E R PA ID P L AY E R 

P L AY E R  S P O N S O R S HIP  
A player’s club membership 
fee is paid for by the club, 
club sponsor or the player’s 
personal sponsor. 

No Material Benefit. 
 
This assumes that the money from the sponsor goes 
to the rugby club and the player receives nothing in 
return, other than the waiving of membership fees. 

No Material Benefit. 
 
This assumes that the money from the sponsor goes 
to the rugby club and the player receives nothing in 
return, other than the waiving of membership fees. 

A player receives club/ 
sponsor branded playing 
apparel, training apparel or 
formalwear (e.g. a club blazer 
and tie) for personal use. 

No Material Benefit. No Material Benefit. 

A player receives unbranded 
playing apparel, training 
apparel or formalwear for 
personal use. 

Material Benefit. 
 
The player would now be classified as being 
paid. 

Material Benefit. 

A player’s third party gym 
membership is paid for by 
or on behalf of a club or club 
sponsor. 

Material Benefit. 
 
The player would now be classified as being 
paid. 

Material Benefit. 

A player’s third party gym 
membership is paid for by 
or on behalf of the player’s 
personal sponsor who has no 
connection to the club. 

No Material Benefit. 
 
This assumes the sponsor has no connection with the 
club and receives nothing from the club for 
the sponsorship. Note this may still be a taxable 
benefit for the player and the player should obtain 
independent tax advice. 

No Material Benefit. 
 
This assumes the sponsor has no connection 
with the club and receives nothing from the club for 
the sponsorship. Note this may still be a taxable 
benefit for the player and the player should obtain 
independent tax advice. 

mailto:PaymentofPlayers@rfu.com
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A player receives a monetary 
or non-monetary benefit from 
the player’s personal sponsor 
who has no connection to the 
club. 

No Material Benefit. 
 
This assumes the sponsor has no connection with the 
club and receives nothing from the club for 
the sponsorship. Note this may still be a taxable 
benefit for the player and the player should obtain 
independent tax advice. 

No Material Benefit. 
 
This assumes the sponsor has no connection 
with the club and receives nothing from the club for 
the sponsorship. Note this may still be a taxable 
benefit for the player and the player should obtain 
independent tax advice. 

T R AV EL E X P E N S E S 
The club reimburses the exact 
cost of travel to a game and/ 
or training, whether it be 
home or away (i.e. train fare, 
taxi fare, flight cost). 

No Material Benefit, regardless of whether 
home or away game. 

 
Although, please see separate rules 
regarding CASC registered clubs 
Click here. 

Home game/training at the club: 
Material Benefit. 

 
Away game: No Material Benefit. 

The club pays 45p or less 
per mile for travel to a game, 
whether it be home or away 
based on HMRC rates. 

No Material Benefit, regardless of whether 
home or away game. 

 
Although, please see separate rules 
regarding CASC registered clubs 
Click here. 

Home game/training at the club: 
Material Benefit. 

 
Away game: No Material Benefit. 

The club provides a round 
sum, out of which travel to the 
game can be paid, whether it 
be home or away. 

Material Benefit. 
 
Round sum travel payments are effectively remuneration. 
The Material Benefi here will be the whole round sum 
paid. For no material benefi to occur for unpaid players, 
the travel paid must be no more than the public transport 
cost or 45p or less per mile if driving. 

Material Benefit. 
 
Round sum travel payments are effectively 
remuneration. The Material Benefit here will be the 
whole round sum paid. 

PROVISION OF MEDICAL, PHYSIO, REHABILITATION AND INSUR ANCE SERVICES  
The club (whether directly 
or via the RFU) provides an 
insurance policy for the club. 

No Material Benefit. 
 
This will include the RFU insurance policies 
and any top up which is undertaken on 
behalf of the club and its players as a whole. 

No Material Benefit. 
 
This will include the RFU insurance policies 
and any top up which is undertaken on 
behalf of the club and its players as a whole. 

The club takes out Howden’s 
(RFU Insurance Broker) 
Accidental Injury loss of 
income policy on behalf of a 
team. 

No Material Benefit. 
 
This is on the basis that any insurance 
payment goes directly from the insurer to 
the player, rather than to the club. 

Material Benefit. 

The club arranges other 
insurance policies for a 
specific player(s). 

Material Benefit. 
 
Where additional policies (i.e. private 
medical insurance) are taken out on 
behalf of a specific player(s) (i.e. there 
is an additional cost for each individual 
included), this will be a material benefit for 
each of those players. 

Material Benefit. 
 
Where additional policies (i.e. private 
medical insurance) are taken out on  
behalf of a specific player(s)(i.e. there is an 
additional cost for each individual included), 
this will be a material benefit for each of 
those players. 

A club engages a doctor, 
physio or other medical 
practitioner to provide 
services within the club 
environment. 

No Material Benefit. No Material Benefit. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-amateur-sports-clubs-detailed-guidance-notes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-amateur-sports-clubs-detailed-guidance-notes
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The club pays for private 
medical, dental, rehabilitation 
or physio services on behalf 
of the player/club personnel. 

Material Benefit. 
 
The player would now be classified as being 
paid. 

No Material Benefit, if the services are 
required as a result of playing for or the 
performance of club duties. 

 
Material Benefit, if the services are required 
as a result of an incident or illness unrelated 
to their performance of club duties. 

A C C O M M O D ATI O N 
The club provides a player 
with accommodation at the 
club (but with no access to 
their own kitchen). 

No Material Benefit. No Material Benefit. 

The club provides separate 
accommodation (i.e. a flat or 
room in a flat) that is either 
at the club or at a premises 
owned by the club. 

No Material Benefit. Material Benefit. 
 
The value of the Material Benefit will 
be the third party market value of the 
accommodation. 

The club arranges for 
accommodation to be 
provided by any third party 
(whether connected to the 
club or otherwise) and the 
third party receives no 
monetary or non-monetary 
benefit in return. 

No Material Benefit. Material Benefit. 
 
The value of the Material Benefit will 
be the third party market value of the 
accommodation. 

The club or any third party 
(whether connected to the 
club or otherwise) pays for 
accommodation for the 
player. 

Material Benefit. 
 
The player would now be classified as being 
paid. 

Material Benefit. 

P RO V I S I ON OF C A R S 
The club, club sponsor or a 
third party connected with 
the club provides a car to the 
player. 

Material Benefit. 
 
This benefit will match the tax treatment of company 
cars. As such, the benefit can be quantified by using 
HMRC’s Company Car and Car Fuel Benefit Calculator, 
available at 
http://cccfcalculator.hmrc.gov.uk/CCF0.aspx. 

Material Benefit. 
 
This benefit will match the tax treatment of company 
cars. As such, the benefit can be quantified by using 
HMRC’s Company Car and Car Fuel Benefit Calculator, 
available at 
http://cccfcalculator.hmrc.gov.uk/CCF0.aspx. 

G Y M ME MB E R S HIP  
The club provides a player 
with gym membership at a 
gym which the club owns. 

No Material Benefit. No Material Benefit. 

The club arranges for gym 
membership to be provided 
by a third party, (whether 
connected to the club or 
otherwise) and the third party 
receives no monetary or non- 
monetary benefit in return. 

No Material Benefit. Material Benefit. 
 
The Material Benefit will be the third party 
market value of the gym membership. 

The club pays for a player’s 
membership at a third party 
gym. 

Material Benefit. 
 
The player would now be classified as being 
paid. 

Material Benefit. 

http://cccfcalculator.hmrc.gov.uk/CCF0.aspx
http://cccfcalculator.hmrc.gov.uk/CCF0.aspx
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B O N U S ES – M O NE TA RY 
The club pays players a 
bonus, whether related to the 
outcome of a game or season, 
or for any other reason 
(including any man of the 
match monetary bonus). 

Material Benefit. 
 
The player would now be classified as being 
paid. 

Material Benefit. 

B O N U S ES – N O N - M O NE TA RY 
The club provides 
refreshments before, during 
and/or after the match or 
training. 

No Material Benefit. No Material Benefit. 

The club provides a player 
with anything of monetary 
value (i.e. vouchers, bar tab, 
pre-paid card) to exchange at 
the club bar. 

No Material Benefit. 
 
This must be an amount incidental to the 
social benefits associated with being part of 
a rugby club and to be used by that player, 
rather than remuneration in kind. 

 
Where a player receives cash payments, 
whatever the intended use, this will be a 
Material Benefit. 

No Material Benefit. 
 
This must be an amount incidental to the 
social benefits associated with being part of 
a rugby club and to be used by that player, 
rather than remuneration in kind. 

 
Where a player receives cash payments, 
whatever the intended use, this will be a 
Material Benefit. 

The club provides and pays 
for refreshments at a third 
party establishment. 

Material Benefit. 
 
The player would now be classified as being 
paid. 

 
The key point is whether the club is providing its 
own drinks to players, or paying for players’ drinks 
elsewhere. 

Material Benefit. 
 
 
 
 
The key point is whether the club is providing its 
own drinks to players, or paying for players’ drinks 
elsewhere. 

F L I G H T S 
The club pays for any airfare 
for a player. 

Material Benefit. 
 
The player would now be classified as being 
paid. 

 
Whilst this will be a Material Benefit for RFU purposes, 
there may be some tax exemptions with regard to 
certain airfares but the player and club would need to 
obtain their own independent tax advice. 

Material Benefit . 
 
 
 
 
Whilst this will be a Material Benefit for RFU purposes, 
there may be some tax exemptions with regard to 
certain airfares but the player and club would need to 
obtain their own independent tax advice. 

The club pays for any airfares 
for anyone related to or 
connected to the player. 

Material Benefit. 
 
The player would now be classified as being 
paid. 

Material Benefit. 

C HIL D C A RE P RO V I S I O N 
The club provides a child 
minding service at the club 
on match day. 

No Material Benefit. No Material Benefit. 

G ENER A L 
A player receives an 
education bursary. 

If the money is exclusively in respect of education, this does not constitute a Material 
Benefit provided no portion of the bursary is in respect of playing rugby. 

A club offers an exchange 
scheme to players from 
overseas 

Whether the player receives any Material Benefit will depend on what he is receiving 
from or on behalf of the club. Please see above response regarding accommodation, travel 
expenses, flights etc. 

Fundraising for going on tour. This would not constitute a Material Benefi provided: (i) the fundraising is for the entire 
team to cover the reasonable and out of pocket cost of the tour, and no money is passed onto 
the players; and (ii) no player is receiving any Material Benefi to participate in the tour. 
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PA R T B – RE G UL AT O RY FA Q s  
 

Q UE S T I O N A NS W E R 
Are the Payment 
Thresholds a salary cap. 

No, the Payment Thresholds are not a salary cap. Clubs can pay in excess of the Payment 
Thresholds but if they do, they will not be entitled to the RFU Benefits. 

Will it be a breach of 
regulations if the club does 
not submit a Declaration 
or pays over the Payment 
Thresholds. 

No, if a club does not submit a Declaration the club will no longer be eligible for the RFU 
Benefits in respect of the entirety of the following season. Non-submission of a Declaration 
or clubs accurately declaring to be paying over the Payment Threshold will not constitute of 
breach of regulations and shall only result in loss of RFU Benefits. 

Who should be the fourth 
individual who signs the 
Declaration on behalf of the 
club. 

The fourth individual required to sign the Declaration should be the individual who has the 
main responsibility for player recruitment and/or the first XV team. 

Which clubs need to 
complete the Declaration 
and in respect of which 
teams within the club. 

The Declaration is to be completed by clubs with a first XV team in the male leagues but 
must cover all payments to players, regardless of which team the player plays for within the 
club (i.e. whether they play in first, second, third team etc). 

 
The Declaration does not need to be completed in respect of any female players or by any 
female club/team. 

If a club has coaches  
who play some (or many) 
games for the first XV 
team, what amount needs 
to be declared within 
Declaration. 

The contracts need to clearly stipulate how much of the payment is for coaching duties and 
how much is for playing. The amount they are paid for playing is the amount that needs to 
be declared within the Declaration. 

Must a club include in the 
Declaration any payments 
made to another club in 
respect of loan players. 

Yes, all Gross Payments need to be declared which means all Material Benefits paid or 
payable to any third party in respect of playing rugby union (including any payments 
in respect of England Academy Players and Loan Players) plus all payments payable in 
respect of such Material Benefit which includes, by way of example, national insurance 
contributions, income tax and agents fees. 

Must a club include in the 
declaration any payments 
made to another club 
in respect of England 
Academy Players. 

Yes, all Gross Payments need to be declared which means all Material Benefits paid or 
payable to any third party in respect of playing rugby union (including any payments 
in respect of England Academy Players and Loan Players) plus all payments payable in 
respect of such Material Benefit which includes, by way of example, national insurance 
contributions, income tax and agents fees. 
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