
Referee Promotion Process 2023/2024 

Child Junior Referee to Adult Junior Referee 

Referees under the age of 16 who have completed the FAW Intro To Refereeing Award are 

categorized as Child Junior Referees. 

Once a Child Junior Referee turns 16 years old they are eligible to be promoted to Adult Junior 

Referee. 

 

Child Junior Referee to Level 4D 

Referees under the age of 16 who have completed the FAW Intro To Refereeing Award are 

categorized as Child Junior Referees. 

Once a Child Junior Referee completes the FAW Referee Award they are eligible to be promoted to 

Level 4D. 

 

Adult Junior Referee to Level 4C 

Referees over the age of 16 who have completed the FAW Intro To Refereeing Award are categorized 

as Adult Junior Referees. 

Once an Adult Junior Referee completes the FAW Referee Award they are eligible to be promoted to 

Level 4C. 

 

Level 4D to Level 4C 

Level 4D is for Referees under the age of 16 who have passed the FAW Referee Award.  

Level 4D Referees can only officiate in Junior Competitions. 

Once a Level 4D Referee turns 16 years old they are eligible to be promoted to Level 4C. 

 

Level 4C to Level 4B 

Match Officials at Level 4C are eligible to officiate both junior football (provided they have a valid DBS) 

and senior football at Tier 4 and below. 

Match Officials can apply for promotion from Level 4C to Level 4B once they have been registered for 

twelve months and have completed a minimum of fifteen matches as a referee on the COMET system. 

At least five of these fifteen matches must be in senior football.  

Applications will be subject to candidates attending a fitness check and attending an Assistant Referee 

course.  

Area Associations will still be required to approve requests for promotion and will have the right to 

refuse requests if they think it is appropriate.  

Promotions can be made in January or June each year. 



 

Level 4B to Level 4A 

Match officials can apply for promotion from Level 4B to Level 4A once they have been registered for 

24 months. 

If you would like to be promoted from Level 4B to Level 4A you must inform your Area Association at 

the beginning of the Season so that the Association can arrange observations for you. 

Promotion from Grade 4B to Grade 4A may be considered by the Area Association as soon as the 

Referee has refereed a minimum of ten (10) Area Association matches and attained sufficient marks 

through a minimum of four (4) observations. 

Applications will also be subject to candidates attending a fitness test. 

Area Associations will be required to approve requests for promotion and will have the right to refuse 

requests if they think it is appropriate.  

Promotions can be made in January or June each year. 

 

Level 4A to Level 3 

Match officials can apply for promotion from Level 4A to Level 3 once they have been registered for 

24 months. 

If you would like to be promoted from Level 4A to Level 3 you must inform your Area Association at 

the beginning of the Season so that the Association can arrange observations for you. 

Promotion from Grade 4A to Grade 3 may be considered by the Area Association as soon as the 

Referee has refereed a minimum of ten (10) Area Association matches and attained sufficient marks 

through a minimum of four (4) observations. 

Applications for promotion will also be subject to candidates attending a fitness test. 

Area Associations will be required to approve requests for promotion and will have the right to refuse 

requests if they think it is appropriate.  

Promotions can be made in January or June each year. 

 

Level 3 to Level 2 

Level 2 Referees are qualified to Referee in Tier 2 and act as Fourth Official in Tier 1. 

Area Associations nominate a select group of referees each season to be considered for promotion 

from Level 3 to Level 2. 

Referees nominated for promotion will be subject to a fitness test at the beginning of the Season.  

If nominated Referees fail their first fitness test they will be offered the opportunity of a re-test later 

in the Season. If the nominated Referee fails their second fitness test, they will not be considered for 

promotion. 



Referees who pass their fitness test will be observed by the Football Association of Wales throughout 

the Season.  

In order to be promoted, Referees must earn sufficient marks in at least four (4) observations in 

games at Tier 3 or above during the season. 

Promotion from Level 3 to Level 2 is entirely at the discretion of the Football Association of Wales 

Referees Committee. 

Promotions can be made in January or June each year. 

 

Level 2 to Elite Group Two 

Referees at Level 2 affiliate directly to the Football Association of Wales.  

Every Level 2 Referee will be observed during the season by the Football Association of Wales. 

Promotion from Level 2 to Elite Group Two is entirely at the discretion of the Football Association of 

Wales Referees Committee. 

Promotion to Elite Group Two is subject to a fitness test.  

Promotions can be made in January or June each year. 

 

Elite Group Two to Elite Group One 

Referees in Elite Group Two are qualified to Referee in Tier 1 and below. 

Every Elite Group Two Referee must pass a fitness test in order to Referee at Tier 1. 

Every Elite Group One Referee will be observed during the season by the Football Association of 

Wales. 

Promotion from Elite Group Two to Elite Group One is entirely at the discretion of the Football 

Association of Wales Referees Committee. 

Promotions can be made in January or June each year. 

 

Assistant Referee Pathway 

Level 4 Assistant Referee (4AR) 

Match Officials can apply to become a Level 4 Assistant Referee following 12 months experience as a 

Referee. 

Referees must attend an Assistant Referee Course in order to become a Level 4AR. 

Serving as a Level 4 Assistant Referee takes place alongside Refereeing as a Level 4 Referee. 

 

Level 3 Assistant Referee (3AR) 



Referees can apply to specialize as Level 3 Assistant Referee following 12 months experience as a 

Referee. 

Referees must attend an Assistant Referee Course in order to become a Level 3AR. 

 

Level 2 Assistant Referee (2AR) 

Match Officials can apply to specialize as a Level 2 Assistant Referee following 12 months experience 

as an Assistant Referee at Tier 3. 

In order to be promoted, Assistant Referees must earn sufficient marks in at least four (4) observations 

in games at Tier 3 or above during the season. 

Promotion from Level 3 to Level 2 is entirely at the discretion of the Football Association of Wales 

Referees Committee. 

Promotions can be made in January or June each year. 

 

Level 1 Assistant Referee Talent (1ART) 

Assistant Referees at Level 2 affiliate directly to the Football Association of Wales. 

Assistant Referees at Level 2 can be promoted to Level 1 Assistant Referee Talent, meaning they will 

remain active in Tier 2 but will also be eligible for appointment to Tier 1 games. 

Every Level 2 Assistant Referee will be observed during the season by the Football Association of 

Wales. 

Promotion from Level 2AR to Level 1ART is entirely at the discretion of the Football Association of 

Wales Referees Committee. 

Promotion to Level 1ART is subject to a fitness test.  

Promotions can be made in January or June each year. 

 

Level 1 Assistant Referee 

Every Assistant Referee at Level 1ART will be observed during the season by the Football Association 

of Wales. 

Promotion from Level 1ART to Level 1AR is entirely at the discretion of the Football Association of 

Wales Referees Committee. 

Promotion to Level 1AR is subject to a fitness test.  

Promotions can be made in January or June each year. 

 


