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All fixtures now on relevant websites … New Woodley team replaces Bredbury in 
division 3 and other competitions … Chester BH to host Finals Day … Date for League 
XI v MCC finalised … Regulation changes summarised … Captains meeting on March 
28 … Didsbury star wins WBBL with Sydney Sixers … Women’s Super League to 

involve televised double-headers, tickets for Old Trafford already on sale 
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 DAZZLER 154 

CHESHIRE WOMEN’S LEAGUE 

League Fixtures & Competitions. The opening league fixtures on April 23 see 2016 league champions Chester Boughton 
Hall play Oakmere at home. After winning division two last year, Stockport Trinity kick off their division one campaign at 
home to Didsbury, while Leigh, newly promoted to division two, travel to Wistaston Village. 

A slightly revised set of fixtures have been issued to take account of two things: 

 The move of the Bredbury St Mark’s team to Woodley – here Woodley has simply been substituted for Bredbury in 
each fixture, and all match dates remain unchanged 

 Oxton’s confirmation that they will not enter the T20 Divisional Competition. This competition now contains just eight 
teams, so round-robin fixtures have been issued for a Western Division comprising Appleton, Chester, Oakmere 
and Wistaston; and an Eastern Division comprising Ashton, Didsbury, Trinity and Woodley. The four-team Western 
Division promises to be especially exciting, as all of these teams have topped a T20 regional division in the past, 
and three of the teams have won the competition outright. 

Appleton and Oakmere will meet in a heavyweight clash in round one of this year’s Senior Knockout Cup.  

All fixtures can be viewed on Play Cricket or on Pitchero. They should also show on individual clubs’ Play Cricket sites, and 
Pitchero sites where clubs use that site provider. Note that cup fixtures do not automatically pull through to Pitchero, and if 
your club wants the Cup fixtures to display on their Pitchero site, then the club site admin will need to contact Pitchero 
technical support. 

Chester Boughton Hall’s first-class playing and pavilion facilities will host Finals Day on Sunday August 20. 

Representative Cricket. The League XI will play the MCC on Friday August 4. A host venue is sought, ideally this will be a 
League member club that has not previously hosted the fixture, and which can provide both lunch and tea for around 30 
people, as well as an all-day bar. There will be no League XI pre-season match this year, however the League may look at 
arranging a second League XI match later in the year. 

Regulations. The following regulations changes have been adopted after the votes at the recent Rules meeting: 

1.(Division 3 only). Matches will be played as 20 overs per side unless the two teams mutually agree to play the match as 
30 overs per side. Teams aspiring to be promoted to Division 2 for the following season are encouraged to play as many 30 
over matches as possible. 
2. (Division 3 only). At least 50% of a team’s line up in any match must comprise members of that team’s squad, the 
remainder can be players obtained via the Loan System (replaces the previous regulation whereby a team needed six of 
their own players to use the Loan System). 
3. (Divisions 1-3): Batting points will no longer be granted for batting a certain number of overs. (Batting points awarded will 
now only be based on runs scored, and only five batting points will be available to each team). 

4. (Division 1/2 only). Where adverse weather is predicted prior to the end of normal hours of play, the two teams can by 
mutual consent agree to reduce the number of overs per side to anything between 20 and 39 even though no playing time 
may have been lost prior to the start. 

5. (Division 3 only). In matches played as 20 overs per side each bowler can bowl a maximum of five overs. In matches 
played as 30 overs per side two bowlers on each side can bowl a maximum of eight overs and the remaining bowlers a 
maximum of seven overs. 

No changes have been made to the regulations for any of the T20 competitions.  

All regulations can be viewed on the League website. Clubs should ensure that a copy of the relevant regulations is made 
available to their appointed umpires. Division 3 clubs in particular are asked to note that the regulations for the Development 
Knockout Cup differ from those in Division 3 in a number of ways – bowlers’ overs, use of coloured balls, batsmen needing 
to retire at 25, free hits for no balls, etc. 

Media. Following discussions at recent meetings it has been decided that the League’s media strategy will be altered in 
some respects. The League was concerned that the previous system, involving clubs in division 1/2 communicating their 
results within a few hours of the match ending, and the League’s Press Officer then having to write the press release the 
same evening, was leading to a lot of work for very little added value for the League and its member clubs. 

Therefore in 2017 clubs in division 1/2 will now have until 1900 on Monday (i.e. the day following Sunday league matches) 
to submit their results via one of the following methods: 

 A phone call to my mobile number 07733 147704 – Sunday evening may still be the best time to make a live phone 
call 

 Sending a fully completed Official Results Form to my email at martinsaxon28@gmail.com 

 Entering a fully completed scorecard on Play Cricket, whether this is done manually or via an upload from a 
computer scoring program 

 

This means that the League will no longer be able to meet weekly press deadlines, with most Cheshire 
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This means that the League will no longer be able to meet weekly press deadlines, with most Cheshire newspapers 
requiring copy by around 1000 each Monday. However very few titles appeared to be printing any details of the League’s 
press releases. Clubs are therefore asked to consider what more they can do to secure coverage for their women’s team in 
the local media. 

One excellent piece of media coverage for a club can be seen here – Appleton are Club of the Month on the CricketHer 
women’s cricket blog site. 

Committee Dates. A full committee meeting will be held at Lymm Oughtrington Park CC on Tuesday March 28 at 1930. 
This will be preceded by the annual Captains’ Briefing from 1830. Any captain unable to attend must ensure their vice-
captain attends instead. Takeaway pizza will be provided free of charge for captains attending this briefing. 
 
Big Bash. Lauren Smith, who played for Didsbury, the Lancashire county team and the League XI in 2016, was part of the 
Sydney Sixers team that won Australia’s Women’s Big Bash competition. 

 
CHESHIRE SENIORS 
  
Cheshire’s fixtures in Division 3 Group B of the NatWest Women’s County T20 are listed here. Contrary to previous 
indications, the ECB has in fact regionalised this competition below the top two divisions. The regional divisions each 
comprise only six teams, so each team will play some teams twice and others only once. The winners of Group B will be 
promoted to Division 2. 
 

June 18 Lincolnshire H 1030 

  Shropshire H 1630 

July 2 Lincolnshire A (Woodhall Spa) 1030 

  Cumbria Woodhall Spa 1330 

 16 Northumberland Cumbria venue 1330 

  Cumbria A 1630 

 30 Leicestershire A 1030 

  Shropshire Leicestershire venue 1330 

 
 

WOMEN’S SUPER LEAGUE 
 
Sky Sports will televise eight matches in the Super League in 2017. The first six matches in the round-robin competition will 
be shown as part of double-headers with matches in the men’s County T20 Blast. Sky will then also take its cameras to 
Finals Day at Hove on September 1. This is the first time that UK domestic women’s cricket will be shown on TV. 
 
Lancashire Thunder have three home matches. The first will be on the afternoon of Wednesday August 16 against Surrey 
Stars at Old Trafford, and will be part of a televised double-header, with a men’s match (Lancashire Lightning v 
Worcestershire Rapids) to follow at 1830. The Thunder also play stand-alone home matches on Sunday August 20 versus 
Loughborough Lightning at Blackpool CC, and on Wednesday August 23 against Southern Vipers at Liverpool CC. All three 
matches are scheduled to start at 1430. 
 
We look forward to seeing anyone with a connection to Cheshire women’s or girls’ cricket at Old Trafford or Liverpool. The 
Blackpool match is however on the same day as the CWCL Finals Day.  
 
Stand A is probably the best area to buy tickets for a club group trip, as under 18s tickets are available for just £4 and adults 
£10. Tickets for the Old Trafford match can be purchased here NOW. Admission to the men’s match is included in the price. 
General admission tickets for the Liverpool match can be purchased here once they go on sale.  
 

OTHER NEWS 

A Level 1 Umpires course will take place at Oakmere CC on April 1 and April 8 from 0930 to 1630 each day. The cost is 
£40, which includes the provision of an MCC law book to all participants. Please book using the form sent to your club 
representative, or contact Geoff Young via 01352 755881 / curzon99@tiscali.co.uk.  
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