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The 2016-17 EVO-STIK Northern Premier League season saw Blyth Spartans finally earn promotion as champions five years 
after suffering their first ever relegation. A year on from losing a two-horse race with Darlington 1883 and suffering 
heartbreak in the play-offs, Spartans crossed the line at a canter, Alun Armstrong’s side racking up 101 points before doing 
the ‘Double’ by lifting the Northumberland Senior Cup. Top flight runners-up Spennymoor Town celebrated successive 
promotions by winning the play-offs to go up alongside their North East rivals.  
Lancaster City and Shaw Lane AFC came out on top in the EVO-STIK NPL’s two other title races, the Dolly Blues beating 
Farsley Celtic to the title by a single point in First Division North while the Ducks smashed through the 100 points barrier in 
First Division South to guarantee promotion after missing out by a single point 12 months earlier. Like the Moors in the top 
flight, runners-up Farsley and Witton Albion both held their nerve in the play-offs to win promotion the hard way.  
In the top flight, Skelmersdale United, Frickley Athletic, Corby Town and crisis-club Ilkeston FC went down, the latter also 
leaving the EVO-STIK NPL after being refused a license to operate at Step 4 following financial problems. While the 
Steelmen suffered successive relegations, bottom of the table Skem lost their home within days of being relegated before 
hastily arranging an emergency groundshare with Prescot Cables for season 2017-18. The demise of the Robins proved to 
be good news at least for one of the four clubs relegated from EVO-STIK NPL First Division North and South, Goole AFC 
earning a reprieve from the Football Association after the governing body was forced into a second summer reallocation of 
clubs. While Burscough, Northwich Victoria and Rugby Town still dropped into Step 5, the late shake-up also saw AFC 
Rushden & Diamonds switched sideways into the Southern League for the second time in three seasons.  
Stourbridge were the EVO-STIK NPL’s undoubted cup kings, the Glassboys going all the way to the third round of the FA 
Cup with a famous 1-0 victory over Northampton Town in the second round before bowing out at Wycombe Wanderers. 
Stamford and Spennymoor Town flew the league’s flag as far as the first round before bowing out at Hartlepool United 
and MK Dons respectively. The Integro League Challenge Cup was lifted at Leek Town’s Harrison Park by Bamber Bridge 
after the EVO-STIK NPL First Division North club pulled off their own giant-killing, a 2-1 victory over top flight Grantham 
Town to lift the silverware for the second time in their history. 
While Matlock Town were the only club to reach the second round of the FA Trophy, the NPL’s clubs dominated their 
county cups with no less than 11 winning silverware and 11 more reaching the finals of their competitions! Barwell kicked 
off a trophy-laden end to the season at the King Power Stadium in the Leicestershire Challenge Cup before successes for 
Blyth Spartans in the Northumberland Senior Cup, Whitby Town in the North Riding Senior Cup, Carlton Town in the 
Nottinghamshire Senior Cup, Matlock Town in the Derbyshire Senior Cup, Market Drayton Town in the Shropshire Senior 
Cup, Prescot Cables in the Liverpool County Cup, Shaw Lane AFC in the Sheffield & Hallam Senior Cup, Farsley Celtic in The 
West Riding County Cup, Workington in the Cumberland Senior Cup and back in October, Lincoln United in the Lincolnshire 
Senior Cup.  Basford United, Chasetown, Corby Town, Coalville Town, Frickley Athletic, Gresley FC, Nantwich Town, 
Northwich Victoria, Radcliffe Borough, Stamford and Stafford Rangers all reached their respective finals. 
In the goal-scoring charts, Luke Benbow and James Walshaw shared the season’s overall ‘golden boot’ with 32 goals each 
for Stourbridge and Farsley Celtic respectively, Gavin Allott topping the First Division South table with 26 for Shaw Lane 
AFC. Dan Maguire was chosen by the top flight’s managers as their ‘Player of the Year’ at the sixth annual NPL Players of 
the Year Awards with Whitby Town’s Dale Hopson collecting the newly sponsored ‘NPL Show Supporters' Players of the 
Year’ accolade as nearly 40 stars were honoured with ‘Player of the Year’ and ‘Young Player of the Year’ awards and 
inclusion in the 2016-17 season’s prestigious divisional ‘Teams of the Year’. 
Once again, the league ended the season looking to continue its proud dominance at the Football Association’s 2017 
Respect Awards after being named as the best behaved competition in the senior levels of Non-League football in six out 
of the last seven seasons while continuing to monopolise the individual honour for clubs at Steps 1-4. Clitheroe led way, 
collecting The Non-League Paper’s National Game Award for fair play after going through the entire campaign without 
picking up a single caution for dissent, abusive language or violent conduct! Internally, nine clubs also shared in more than 
£5,000 in NPL prize money for first, second and third placed finishes in the league’s own divisional fair play tables. 
Lancaster City were crowned overall fair play kings, collecting £1,000 and the President’s Cup, now awarded annually to 
the club with the best overall disciplinary record. Stourbridge and Lincoln United banked the top cash prize for ending the 
campaign as the fair play champions in the EVO-STIK NPL’s Premier Division and First Division South.  
Mickleover Sports won the Northern Premier League Football Academy’s NPL Youth League for the third year running 
since the foundation of the ground-breaking academy in 2014 while the next generation of stars at Warrington Town lifted 
the inaugural NPLFA Cup at Stoke City’s bet365 Stadium in May. 
Away from the field of play, Sports Traider enjoyed its second year as the league’s official charity, collecting thousands of 
pounds in donations from generous fans and clubs during a month of fundraising in March to help disadvantaged 
youngsters in the UK enjoy sport while also funding bursaries for NPLFA students. Finally, the league's FA-backed coaching 
bursary scheme continued to produce a steady stream of graduates to keep improving standards, the programme 
underwriting 50 per cent of the costs of studying for UEFA B licences for another crop of ambitious coaches.  

 


