
THE DAZZLER EXTRA – APRIL 12 

Cheshire umpire and committed supporter of women’s cricket Neville Abberley remembered … 

Start of recreational cricket season delayed indefinitely … Dazzler Extra ‘On This Week’ 

reminiscences to launch next week 

 

Sincerest condolences go to the family and friends of Neville Abberley, a well-known figure on the 
Cheshire umpires circuit and a committed supporter of the interests of women and girls in the sport 
within the county.  
 
A great character and genuinely nice guy, Neville umpired a number of matches in the Cheshire 
Women’s League, and several of our cup finals, plus a number of Cheshire junior girls matches; in 
addition to several decades of service on Cheshire men’s league umpires’ panels and leagues in 
other parts of the country when he lived away from Cheshire. Neville sadly passed away at the end of 
March at the age of 83.  
 
Neville played for the 1st XI and 2nd XI at South Cheshire and North Staffordshire Premier League club 
Elworth CC, turning to umpiring when an Achilles tendon injury forced him to retire at the age of 40. 
In 1982 he travelled to South Africa with a tour party of minor county players from the North of 
England and Scotland known as “The Northern Nomads”. During this tour, umpiring their tour 
matches, he officiated in one game on the Test ground of Kingsmead in Durban. 
 
In 2016 he was named Cheshire’s Umpire of the Year, and since retiring from work, he also gave ten 
years’ service as a Red Cross volunteer. 
 
Neville is survived by his wife Winifred and five children, 15 grandchildren and 17 great-grandchildren. 
 
(Many thanks to Alistair Davies and his Cheshire ACO Newsletter for many of these details – there 
was a major feature on Neville’s umpiring career in the February issue). 
 
Tributes that have been paid to Neville include: 
 
“A true gent who always made the games better by his presence”, from long-time Cheshire Board 
coach and welfare officer Andy Margeson 
 
“A great man who displayed a great sense of humour at all times. He took his umpiring seriously 
recognising that he was there to help the game take place, not to be the centre of attention. He dealt 
with poor behaviour in a firm way but always showing an understanding of cricketers’ competitive 
nature. When you umpired with Neville you always knew you would have an enjoyable day. He saw 
the best in everybody. I will miss his smile”, from fellow umpire Andy Marsland 
 
 
 
Most of you will be aware that the latest England and Wales Cricket Board statement on coronavirus 

simply states that: 

“Cricket competitions will be suspended until further notice. Please be assured that we are continuing 

to work through the questions and what options there will be for running competitions at a later date. 

We will update you as frequently as possible.” 

Beyond that, it would be inappropriate for me to speculate as to when the Cheshire Women’s Cricket 

League or any other women’s or girls’ competition might resume. Everyone’s safety is paramount, 

Neville’s loss is immeasurably sad and this loss of one of the Cheshire cricket family highlights the 

personal impact this very dangerous virus can have. 

 

 



In the meantime, I intend to produce a series of Dazzler Extras, looking back at events on or around 

each week of what would normally comprise the cricket season. So next week, there would be a look 

back at some matches played on or around April 19 in various years. 

Before then, some quiz questions, to which the answers will be in the next week’s Dazzler Extra: 
 

• Can you name the captains of the League XI in the pre-season fixtures against the League 
Champions from 2011 to 2014, and at least two of the other team members from each year? 

• Who made the first century for the League XI in this fixture? 

• How many runs did Staffordshire score against Cheshire in the 22-over opening stand in the 
match between the counties in 2013 – 26, 46, 66, 86 or 106? 

 
 

A survey of their playing experiences can be completed by participants in the recent Cheshire Board 

Women’s Indoor League. 

 

Face-to-face courses have, of course, been suspended, but online umpiring and scoring training 

resources remain available. 

 

In conclusion, hope everyone stays safe and well and I will be back in touch soon. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ZWNT2H2
https://booking.ecb.co.uk/c/express/6d26adb0-0537-4f81-907f-d6233180fbb5
https://booking.ecb.co.uk/c/express/b3ff5124-d7fd-4e6b-acb4-806ca3d33e56

