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April 17 2011 

Appleton won their first Championship in 2010 and they gave notice of how tough they would be to 

beat in 2011 when they beat the League XI in the pre-season match here. Natalie Lyons made 41 and 

Emma Barlow 30 in an Appleton score of 129, but their biggest statement of intent came when the 

League team’s powerful-looking top order were reduced to 22-5 in reply. Jemma Bentley’s 37 not out 

led the recovery to 114. Appleton did indeed go on to retain their title. 

League XI: (12 selected, 11 to bat and field): Leesa Mellon (Hyde, captain), Sarah McCann (Stockport 

Trinity, wk), Katie Paterson (Stockport Trinity), Lorna Thomas (Chester BH), Natalie Heap (Hawarden 

Park), Georgie Morton (Bredbury St Mark’s), Jemma Bentley (Oakmere), Kate Coppack (Chester BH), 

Sarah Sutcliffe (Bowdon), Anna Southern, Olivia Wimpenny (Oxton), Abbey Gore (Neston) 

  

April 15 2012 

In the third annual fixture, the League XI beat the champion club for the first time. Appleton’s top 

scorer was Raffaella Rodighiero on 27 but they made just 111, with Amanda Gettins the pick of the 

bowlers with 3-17. Helen Smith hit 44 for the representative team in an eight-wicket win. 

League XI: Helen Smith (Oakmere, captain), Sarah McCann (Stockport Trinity, wk), Sarah Sutcliffe 

(Bowdon), Sal Cowap, Charlotte Thompson (Chester BH), Shami Ahmed (Oakmere), Amanda 

Gettins, Rachel Glover (Trafford MV), Leesa Mellon (Hyde), Gillian Spragg (Stockport Trinity), Hannah 

Marsden (Romiley) 

  

April 14 2013 

Cheshire had a strange opening match of their Women’s County Championship campaign on what 

was the earliest start in the competition’s history, with the match even played before the CWCL’s 

annual curtain-raiser (see below). The venue was high up in the Staffordshire Moorlands and the 

early start was emphasised by the sight of snow piled up in the lanes surrounding the ground from 

where the snowploughs had paid recent visits! Cheshire made a modest 128, with Jenny Halstead top 

scoring with 52 in the first game of her second spell with the county.  

A bizarre passage of play followed where Cheshire looked to have established themselves as 

favourites. The Staffordshire openers batted through the first 22 overs but scored just 26 – Nathalie 

Long bowling her ten overs straight through for just ten runs – leaving the Staffordshire management 

tearing their hair out on the boundary about their openers’ approach ‘costing them the game’. But the 

arrival of Francesca James at first wicket down changed the face of the match, with 28 added in the 

three overs immediately after the drinks break. Thereafter, Staffordshire had little difficulty scoring the 

three runs per over required. The match also saw Sophie Ecclestone, three weeks shy of her 14th 

birthday, make her senior county debut, where her bowling figures were 0-30 from ten overs. 

 

April 21 2013 

The closest of the finishes in these League XI v champion club curtain raiser fixtures came here, in 

the last of them to involve Appleton. With 25 and 3-22, Raffaella Rodighiero was the all-round star 

performer of the day, but her Appleton side went down to defeat after the League XI produced a 

partnership of 32 for the eighth wicket between Phoebe Cottam and Ellie Barnett that was crucial in 

reaching their target of 135. 

League XI: (12 selected, 11 to bat and field): Anne Monaghan (Romiley, captain), Mina Khatun 

(Trafford MV, wk), Sophie Ecclestone, Ellie Barnett (Chester BH), Helen Smith, Phoebe Cottam 

http://cheshirecb.play-cricket.com/website/results/1361728
http://cheshirecb.play-cricket.com/website/results/1408215
http://cheshirecb.play-cricket.com/website/results/2048745
http://cheshirecb.play-cricket.com/website/results/608723


(Oakmere), Carol Ingham (Trafford MV), Sarah McCann, Katie Haszeldine (Stockport Trinity), Sophie 

McArdle (Astley Bridge), Gabi Brown (Romiley), Leesa Mellon (Stalybridge St Paul’s) 

  

April 13 2014 

Shami Ahmed, captaining the team for the day, became the League XI’s first centurion against 

Chester Boughton Hall in the pre-season fixture against the champions. She only reached the 

milestone off the very last ball of the innings and needed to hit three fours in the final over to get 

there, having earlier added 89 for the first wicket with Penny Critchlow, who made 53; before adding 

an unbeaten 111 for the fourth wicket with Hailey Coutts (48*). Ali Cutler took 3-27 for Chester, then 

Cutler herself started with the bat in such a way that suggested chasing down the target of 213 was 

not impossible, but Chester finally closed on 132-8. 

League XI: Shami Ahmed (Oakmere, captain), Phoebe Cottam (Oakmere, wk), Hailey Coutts 

(Oakmere), Penny Critchlow (Romiley), Lucy Makinson (Hyde), Bhumika Doshi (Astley Bridge), Alison 

Smith, Hannah Thornhill (Wistaston Village), Gaby McKeever (Stockport Trinity), Amna Malik 

(Didsbury), Ellie Mason 

  

April 20 2014 

Oakmere’s Jane Tarpey dismissed Romiley’s top three for a combined total of just two, and the whole 

Romiley XI then failed to reach double figures. Natalie Lyons took two wickets for one run on her 

Oakmere debut, having moved from Appleton in the most high-profile of the close season transfers. 

Happier days with the bat did lie ahead for Romiley, and they would record a score of 189-1 before 

the end of May. 

  

April 19 2015 

Didsbury enjoyed a superb first day, playing a division one-two cross-divisional fixture and completing 

their run chase at Chester Boughton Hall with nine wickets and 12 overs in hand, led by Leesa 

Mellon’s 66 not out. In some ways it was an indication of what lay ahead, as Didsbury went on to win 

division two while Chester only escaped the division one wooden spoon after Astley Bridge conceded 

a match on the final day. 

  

April 22 2018 

There were three wickets apiece for Sarah Worsdale and Leah Holland as Oakmere dismissed 

Didsbury for 28 as they commenced what would be a successful defence of their League 

Championship. 

 

For next week? 

• Who captained the first League XI in a pre-season game against a club team, which came at 

Poynton in 2010, and can you name two more members of that team? 

• Who recorded figures of 3-14 in this match, which is still the individual bowling record for the 

League XI? 

• Who were the Oakmere opening pair who made a major statement by putting on an unbroken 

206 for the first wicket against Chester Boughton Hall on the first day of the 2017 league 

season? 

• Who were the Chester opening pair whose first-wicket stand reached 268 in the first match of 

the 2013 season? 

http://cheshirecb.play-cricket.com/website/results/666675
http://cheshirecb.play-cricket.com/website/results/666675
http://cheshirewomenscl.play-cricket.com/website/results/2142548
http://cheshirewomenscl.play-cricket.com/website/results/2142548
http://cheshirewomenscl.play-cricket.com/website/results/2337445
http://cheshirewomenscl.play-cricket.com/website/results/3338370


• How many runs did Didsbury pair Lauren Smith and Laura Smith add for the tenth wicket 

against Chester Boughton Hall in April 2016 – 44, 54, 64, 74 or 84? 

 

If anyone has any memories of the matches reported in an issue of the Dazzler Extra, and they would 

like to share these with the readership, please let me know. 

 

Played in League Competitions every year from 2007 to 2019: 

2007 was chosen as the starting year here as that is when the league moved to its 40-over top 

division and also adopted multiple divisions and began to operate several competitions each year. In 

any case, detailed records of matches only go back to 2006. Of course, some of the players listed 

here have played women’s cricket in Cheshire for a while longer. 

 

Ali Cutler  

Annette Axon 

Nic Capes 

Di Totty 

Gillian Spragg  

Sarah McCann 

Leesa Mellon 

Jane Tarpey 

Jackie Faulkner 

Hailey Coutts 

Carol Ingham 

Natalie Lyons 

Judith Barnes 

Katy Hart 

Georgie Morton 

 

The following players who featured in 2018 and/or 2019 could also be said to have remained part of 

the Cheshire cricket scene throughout the 13-year period even if for various reasons they have not 

played in a CWCL competition in every season: 

Jennie Kitzinger 

Emma Barlow 

Nathalie Long 

Anni Rashid 

Dawn Prestidge 

Kate Skelhorn 



Lorna Starkey 

Shami Ahmed 

Helen Pickering 

Jess Lewis 

 


