
Porthill wrap up Western Division with two matches to spare despite being given 
another scare by Upton … Didsbury edge the first of the two top of the table clashes 
in the Eastern Division, but Trinity remain in the hunt … September is ECB’s 
Women’s Cricket Big Month 
 
CHESHIRE WOMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
Summer Series Western Division – August 30: 
 
Porthill Park 60-9 (30; Becky Cripwell 29, Philippa Dagger 3-5, Madi Arthur 2-9, Hannah McGowan 2-
10, Sophie Morris 2-11) (25pts) 
Upton 51-9 (30; Charlie Scudder 12, Amy Scerri 3-12, Cripwell 2-2, Lucy Shenton 2-4, Grace Potts 2-
5) (5pts) 
 

• Porthill Park are the winners of the Western Division for 2020, sealing the honours with two 
matches to spare. The Potteries-based club have undoubtedly been the best team, but once 
again didn’t have everything their own way as they wrapped up the title. However, despite 
posting a target of just two runs per over, Porthill’s bowlers took early wickets and never 
relinquished their grip. Amongst some impressive bowling figures Philippa Dagger’s 
outstanding season for Upton continued; and Becky Cripwell conceded just two runs in her six 
overs, having also held the Porthill innings together earlier, and she is a strong contender for 
the league’s best all-rounder of the season. 

 
Chester Boughton Hall 79-7 (20; Ali Cutler 45, Molly Price 3-8, Alexa Harrison 3-14) (25pts) 
Oxton 32 (18.3; Freya Davies 12, Gemma Rose 3-4, Tilly Buss 2-0, Nandu Valliyil 2-7) (4pts) 
 

• Ali Cutler’s innings stood out on a day when no other batsman passed 12. Molly Price and 
Alexa Harrison recorded impressive bowling returns for Oxton, but some even more 
impressive analyses from Gemma Rose and Tilly Buss helped to get Chester back to winning 
ways. 

 
August 31: 
 
Nantwich 141-2 (30; Madi Hudson 52, Morganne Prince 50*) (25pts) 
Oxton 11 (12; Bethan Robinson 4-1, Hannah Bratt 3-0, Grace Michel 2-1) (1pt) 
 

• A dramatic reversal of the result from a few weeks previously as half-centuries from Madi 
Hudson and Morganne Prince set Oxton a formidable target. Oxton folded in reply to some 
fine bowling from Bethan Robinson, who conceded just one run in four overs in addition to her 
four wickets; and Hannah Bratt, who followed up two maiden overs with a triple-wicket 
maiden. Robinson’s spell is the best bowling analysis to date in any division this year. 

 
 
Summer Series Eastern Division – August 30: 
 
Didsbury 86-9 (30; Roshini Prince-Navaratnam 48*, Ellie Mason 2-5, Kate Harvey 2-19) (25pts) 
Stockport Trinity 83-7 (30; Sarah McCann 21, Rosie Wilson 2-11) (7pts) 
 

• The top of the table clash produced a match that was every bit as close as one might have 
expected, but it was Didsbury who edged this nailbiter and ended Stockport Trinity’s 100 per 
cent record. Roshini Prince-Navaratnam was the glue that held the Didsbury innings together 
and her score was more than double the next highest score on either side, indeed in her 
superb personal season she has scored more than twice as many runs as any other batsman 
in the Eastern Division, Trinity’s star names included. Assuming the weather doesn’t intervene 
though, the title race remains in Trinity’s hands as well as Didsbury’s – if Trinity beat 
Stockport Georgians next Sunday then it will set up a winner takes all final match when Trinity 
and Didsbury meet again on September 13. 

 



Leigh 104-8 (30; Poppy Donohue 20*, Amanda Gettins 3-12) (25pts) 
Ashton-on-Mersey 94-4 (30; Beth Caunce 43, Gaby Crabb 2-13) (7pts) 
 

• Leigh recorded their first win since the opening day, edging out Ashton despite losing regular 
wickets throughout their own batting innings. 

 
 
LEAGUE TABLES 
 

 Summer Series Western Division P w l BatP BowlP NRR Pts 

1 Porthill Park  6 6 0 0 0 2.69 150 

2 Upton  7 4 3 2 11 -0.32 113 

3 Nantwich  6 3 3 2 9 0.29 86 

4 Chester Boughton Hall  6 2 4 11 8 -0.51 69 

5 Oxton 7 1 6 12 17 -1.97 54 

 

  

http://porthillpark.play-cricket.com/Teams/223900
http://uptoncc.play-cricket.com/Teams/218385
http://nantwich.play-cricket.com/Teams/224557
http://cbh.play-cricket.com/Teams/73863
http://oxton.play-cricket.com/Teams/135038


 
 

 Summer Series Eastern Division P w l t BatP BowlP NRR Pts 

1 Didsbury  7 6 0 1 0 0 2.15 165 

2 Stockport Trinity  6 5 1 0 2 5 1.27 132 

3 Leigh  6 2 4 0 13 10 -0.65 73 

4 Stockport Georgians  6 1 4 1 9 14 -0.64 63 

5 Ashton-on-Mersey  7 1 6 0 15 13 -1.93 53 

 

 Summer Series Development Division P w l BatP BowlP Pts NRR 

1 Lindow  3 3 0 0 0 75 1.33 

2 Chester Boughton Hall 2nd XI 3 2 1 3 3 56 0.8 

3 Wistaston Village  2 1 1 5 2 32 -0.66 

4 Heaton Mersey & Cheadle  2 0 2 6 5 11 -0.74 

5 Langley  2 0 2 6 5 11 -1.82 

 

 

https://didsbury.play-cricket.com/Teams/129509
https://stockporttrinity.play-cricket.com/Teams/135905
https://leighlancs.play-cricket.com/Teams/177235
https://sgcc.play-cricket.com/Teams/190008
https://ashtononmersey.play-cricket.com/Teams/188826
https://lindow.play-cricket.com/Teams/239283
https://cbh.play-cricket.com/Teams/207740
https://wistastonvillage.play-cricket.com/Teams/155782
https://cheadlecheshire.play-cricket.com/Teams/241184
https://langley.play-cricket.com/Teams/246919


Matches that can be re-arranged 

Eastern Division – Stockport Georgians v Leigh 

Development Division – Wistaston Village v Langley 

 
 
OTHER NEWS 
 
The ECB have designated September 2020 as their ‘Women’s Big Cricket Month’. The month 
culminates in two momentous television events for women’s cricket over the same weekend: 

• On Saturday September 26, England’s third T20 international against the West Indies will be 
televised live on BBC TV – the first time a women’s cricket match has been shown live on UK 
terrestrial television since the 1993 World Cup Final. The other games in the five-match 
series, between September 21 and September 30, will be live on Sky Sports 

• The following day, there will be live TV coverage of the final of the Rachael Heyhoe-Flint 
Trophy, the new 50-over competition between teams representing England’s eight regions. 
While this match will be exclusively live on Sky Sports, it will still be the first occasion on 
which a TV network has committed to covering English domestic women’s 50-over cricket and 
to screening a UK match that will not involve many of the international star players. Hopefully 
the match will also be screened on the Sky Sports Mix channel which, while not available on 
Freeview, is available to all Sky and Virgin customers, regardless of whether they have a Sky 
Sports subscription 

The ECB asks clubs and anyone else with an interest in promoting the women’s and girls’ game to 
consider how they can support Women’s Big Cricket Month. Examples of how this might be done 
include: 

• Sharing stories of what they are doing for women and girls at their club 

• Sharing stories of individual women and girls within their club who have progressed through 
the pathway or have unique stories to tell 

• Hosting and promoting women’s and girls’ activity, for example a softball game, a girls’ only 
All Stars Cricket session or a traditional women’s cricket match 

• Encouraging their members to watch the live matches over the weekend of 26-27 September 

• Using #WomensCricketMonth to promote any of the above via social media 
 
The England management agreed to release their entire squad to play in the opening matches of the 
Rachael Heyhoe-Flint Trophy. Sophie Ecclestone, Emma Lamb and Kate Cross teamed up with 
Didsbury’s Hannah Jones, Leigh’s Danielle Collins and Daisy Mullan and former Appleton, Astley 
Bridge and Cheshire player Laura Jackson in the North West-based Thunder squad. Amy Jones, 
Sarah Glenn and Issy Wong from the England squad also joined Porthill Park’s Evelyn Jones and 
Grace Potts in the West Midlands-based Central Sparks squad for these opening fixtures. Another 
Porthill player, Ilenia Sims, is named in the squad for the East Midlands-based Lightning team, 
although some of these players have yet to appear in the Trophy, for example Potts was available on 
Sunday to play a crucial role in Porthill’s victory over Upton and Mullan was in Leigh’s team last 
Sunday. 
 
Jones made 15 captaining and opening the batting for the Sparks in their opening match, but their 
total was passed with ease by Yorkshire Diamonds. 
 
Sophie Ecclestone made the top score with the bat and followed it up with two wickets as Thunder 
started with a win by just four runs via Duckworth-Lewis-Stern against Lightning. Hannah Jones 
bowled an economical spell of 1-17 in six overs. 
 
Monday’s second round of matches saw Central Sparks open their account with a four-wicket win 
over Thunder, with Evelyn Jones scoring 27 in a run chase that was ultimately successful despite the 
fine figures recorded by Sophie Ecclestone and Alex Hartley. Hannah Jones again conceded just 
three runs per over (0-15 in five). 
 
 
 
 



Selected results - August 29: 
 
Central Sparks 144 (38.1; Gwenan Davies 33, Amy Jones 26, Sarah Glenn 23, Katherine Brunt 5-20, 
Beth Langston 2-30) 
Northern Diamonds 145-1 (24.1; Lauren Winfield 72, Hollie Armitage 54*) 
 
Thunder 206-9 (50; Sophie Ecclestone 60*, Ellie Threlkeld 52, Natalie Brown 38, Sophie Munro 3-32, 
Lucy Higham 2-50) 
Lightning 146 (35.5; Sarah Bryce 52, Abi Freeborn 29, Ecclestone 2-29, Alex Hartley 2-35) 
(Revised target of 151 in 36 overs) 
 
August 31: 
 
Thunder 135 (46.1; Kate Cross 45, Natalie Brown 35, Issy Wong 3-26, Georgia Davis 3-29) 
Central Sparks 136-6 (44; Marie Kelly 59*, Evelyn Jones 27, Sophie Ecclestone 2-13, Alex Hartley 2-
19) 
 
 
 
The ECB have launched their 2020 Volunteer Survey. It is designed to help the ECB and other cricket 
organisations understand volunteer engagement and what volunteers would like to be done to help 
improve and support volunteering in cricket in the future. Anyone who completes the survey will be 
entered into a prize draw to win one of two bats signed by the England men’s team. 
 
  

https://ecb.tell-us-what-you-think.com/s3/Volunteers-Your-Say-Survey?utm_campaign=11761438_180820_Over%26Out&utm_medium=Email&utm_source=Email_ACO&utm_content=survey&dm_t=0,0,0,0,0&email=0x5B6B57A921AC8BD4371406349197E596D86D2E5D2B77F1A9634A356266669356&dm_i=1FT6,704DS,9V8N5X,S7ZAB,1


THE DAZZLER EXTRA – CLOSEST LEAGUE FINISHES 
 
A look back at some of the closest finishes to league seasons over the years. 
 
 
2009 – Division 1 
 
Apart from 2019 champions Didsbury, Poynton are the only team to win the league championship on 
just one occasion, and they did so by a margin of just three points. Needing five points from their final 
day match, Poynton duly achieved this, even though they were heading for defeat when they posted 
106-6 in a rain-reduced 36 overs and Appleton replied with 78-2 from 18.4 overs, eight balls short of 
the number of overs required for a result on run rate. Poynton’s big win over Chester three weeks 
earlier suddenly looked all the more vital. Here Chester had been bowled out for 70 and had only 
taken two wickets in reply, thus gaining just three bonus points, and a Poynton win by such a large 
margin really was necessary to see them come out on top in the final standings. 
 

  Points 

1 Poynton 197 

2 Chester BH 194 

 
 
2009 – Division 2 
 
Romiley and Trafford were the dominant forces in this division throughout the season, with both sides 
winning all of their matches against the other teams and winning one match against each other. The 
extra bonus point secured by Romiley in their loss to Trafford, compared to the number of points 
gained by Trafford in their loss to Romiley, ultimately made the difference. There was no final day 
suspense here, with Romiley completing their programme one week earlier than Trafford. 
 

  Points 

1 Romiley 150 

2 Trafford 149 

 
 
2010 – Division 2 
 
In some ways, it was the same story once again, in that two clubs were well ahead of the chasing 
pack, winning all of their matches against the other teams, and with each team winning one of the 
matches between the top two. What was most certainly different though is that this time, Hyde 
knocked Trafford out of top spot in a dramatic final day showdown clash, which began with Trafford 
not necessarily needing to win, but only needing to secure enough bonus points. However, Trafford 
stuttered to 81-8 in 40 overs, meaning that they needed to take at least seven Hyde wickets in reply to 
secure the title. Leesa Mellon made 61 not out as Hyde duly lost just four wickets. 
 

  Points 

1 Romiley 183 

2 Trafford 182 

 
 
2012 – Division 1 
 
This is the only time in recent years when the top division has been decided by a final day showdown 
of the top two. Appleton, leading by one point at the start of the final day, secured a third successive 
title by beating second-placed Oakmere. Appleton made 121 and Oakmere could only reply with 70 – 
Lauren O’Reilly top scoring with 58 and then bagging the best bowling figures with 3-12. 
 

  Points 

1 Appleton 226 

2 Oakmere 205 



 
 
2014 – Division 3 
 
Oxton and Hawarden Park won all of their matches against the other three teams, and won one 
match against each other, with the losing side picking up the same points on each occasion. This 
meant net run rate was the only way to separate the sides. Oxton and Hawarden also duly both won 
their final day matches without significantly altering the league table situation, meaning Hawarden 
remained in pole position. 
 

  Points NRR 

1 Hawarden 183 1.61 

2 Oxton 183 1.16 

 
 
2015 – Division 3 
 
This title race essentially came down to two matches in August between Leigh and Bredbury, and had 
Bredbury won either, they would have been champions. In the first of these, Bredbury fell just seven 
runs short. Two weeks later though, Leigh triumphed over Bredbury by the more comfortable margin 
of 44 runs, before mathematically clinching the crown with a win over Northop Hall in their final game. 
 

  Points 

1 Leigh 119 

2 Bredbury 93 

 
 
2017 – Division 1 
 
This is the only time in recent years where the leadership of the top division has changed hands on 
the final day. Oakmere completed a comfortable eight-wicket win over Appleton, then around one 
hour later, Chester Boughton Hall failed to chase down 87 in a reduced 30 overs against Didsbury, 
losing by four runs, and Oakmere were duly crowned champions. Chester were always facing an 
uphill battle from April onwards, when they lost their opening two league matches, but they proceeded 
to win their next eight completed league matches and this defeat also ended a 14-match winning run 
across all competitions. 
 

  Points 

1 Oakmere 233 

2 Chester BH 225 

 
 
2019 – Division 4 
 
A better head-to-head record, including a crucial late win over Chester seconds, saw Lindow edge 
this title race. 
 

  Points 

1 Lindow 173 

2 Chester BH 2nd XI 173 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


