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Yesh Din Releases New Data Sheet on Law 

Enforcement on Israeli Soldiers Between the Years 

2018-2022 

 

 

 

 

Yesh Din's new data sheet focuses on the Israeli military law 

enforcement system’s response to soldiers' offenses against 

Palestinians committed in the West Bank between the years 2018 

and 2022, the five years preceding the current war in Gaza. The 

findings demonstrate that military law enforcement authorities 

consistently avoid investigating and prosecuting soldiers who commit 

offenses against Palestinians in the West Bank. In this way, the military 

is failing to uphold its duty to protect Palestinian residents from offenses 

committed by Israeli soldiers and commanders which are endemic to 

and inherent in Israel’s ongoing occupation. This systemic failure paves 

the way for intervention by international tribunals. 

 

 



  

 

Key data points 

• The probability of a complaint regarding harm caused to Palestinians 

by soldiers in the West Bank culminating in an indictment filed against 

the soldiers is just 1.5%  

• The probability of an Israeli soldier being indicted for killing 

Palestinians is just 0.4%  

• Only 30% of all complaints into incidents of suspected soldier offenses 

against Palestinians in the West Bank resulted in an investigation  

• As of October 2024, only 13 cases (5%) out of the total 258 

investigations opened in 2018-2022 resulted in indictments  

• The military does not investigate all cases in which Palestinian 

civilians are killed 

• In the rare cases in which soldiers are convicted, they receive lenient 

sentences 

https://yesh-din.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64a1dc5fe022a1fd295271dc6&id=ec549daecf&e=50d296c4c5


 

 

The military’s data shows that despite the large number of complaints 

of harm to Palestinians by soldiers each year, investigations are 

opened only in a minority of the cases, and the number of indictments 

filed against the implicated soldiers is minuscule. Finally, even in the 

rare instances in which soldiers are convicted of offenses against 

Palestinians, the military courts hand down lenient sentences.  

 

Yesh Din has been monitoring the military’s law enforcement response 

to offenses committed by soldiers against Palestinians or their property 

in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (oPt) since 2005. Every year, we 

publish current data based on information provided by the Israeli 

military in response to requests made under the Freedom of Information 

Act, as well as multi-year monitoring of military law enforcement.  

 

Between 2018 and 2022, a total of 862 complaints concerning 

suspected soldier offenses against Palestinians in the West Bank were 

brought to the attention of the military law enforcement system. Of 

these, 258 criminal investigations were opened, accounting for 30% of 

all complaints. Only 13 investigations concerning offenses against 

Palestinians in the West Bank culminated in indictments against 29 

soldiers, only one in an incident involving the killing of a Palestinian. 

This means soldiers were prosecuted in only 1.5% of the total number 

of complaints against them, which already represents only a fraction of 

the actual incidents. The probability of an Israeli soldier facing 

prosecution for killing Palestinians is just 0.4% - one prosecution in 219 

fatalities brought to the military’s attention. 

 

 

Read the full data sheet  

 

 

https://yesh-din.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64a1dc5fe022a1fd295271dc6&id=22a357a601&e=50d296c4c5


 

The data for 2018-2022 indicate the military law enforcement 

system is reluctant to take appropriate action regarding soldier 

offenses against Palestinians which are endemic to and inherent 

in Israel’s ongoing occupation. The data shows that Israel is 

unwilling to conduct genuine investigation and prosecution 

procedures in cases of offenses committed by soldiers. 

 

  

 

Join Our WhatsApp Group for Diplomatic Updates 

 

 

 

 

We invite you to join our WhatsApp group for diplomatic updates, in 

which we send periodic updates on important developments in the West 

Bank easily and conveniently. It is a ‘silent’ group, meaning only the 

administrators can post messages, and there are no conversations or 

debates. You are welcome to join and share the link with colleagues. 

  

 

 

Join Yesh Din’s new WhatsApp group  

 

 

Follow Yesh Din on Twitter  

 

  

 

For more information contact: Yahav Erez || Yahave@yesh-

din.org || +972 (0)54.759.2456 

For media inquiries contact: Uri Cirlin || +972 54-559-6178  
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Yesh Din is required by law to make the following statement: 

 

Yesh Din is mostly funded by foreign governmental entities - through 

grants devoted to the provision of humanitarian assistance and the 

promotion of human rights. A list of our donors is available on the Israeli 

Associations Register's website and on Yesh Din's website.  

 

Yesh Din is proud to be funded by States that are committed to the rule of 

law, that believe the occupation is not an internal Israeli matter, and that 

support the defense of international humanitarian law and human rights.  
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