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Yesh Din Releases New Data Sheet: Law Enforcement 

on Israeli Civilians in the West Bank (Settler Violence) 

2005-2023 

 

 

Yesh Din has released our newest data sheet presenting findings 

from nearly two decades of monitoring police investigations of 

offenses committed by Israeli civilians against Palestinians and their 

property in the West Bank, based on 1,664 investigations conducted 

between 2005 and 2023 (Yesh Din has documented hundreds more 

incidents of settler violence in which the Palestinian victims chose not 

to file complaints). 

The release of this datasheet follows a period of intense settler 

violence, as 2023 was the most violent year for settler violence in the 

West Bank since Yesh Din began systematic monitoring of settler 

violence in 2006. 2023 was the most severe year for settler 

violence in terms of both the number of incidents and the gravity of 

the events, the number of Israeli civilians involved, and their 

outcomes. At least 10 Palestinians were killed by settlers, and dozens 

of homes and vehicles were set on fire. This information is consistent 

with the data from OCHA – the UN Office for the Coordination of 
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Humanitarian Affairs, which documented over 1,200 settler violence 

incidents in 2023 resulting in harm to Palestinians or damage to their 

property. 

In 2023, numerous incidents of violence in the West Bank were 

carried out by a large group of Israeli settlers, including in Huwarah 

(February) and in Turmusaya (June). In these incidents, hundreds of 

Israelis raided Palestinian villages, setting fire to dozens of homes 

and vehicles. The first two months since October 7 were particularly 

violent, with Yesh Din documenting 242 settler violence incidents. 

 

 

 

* Five of the investigation files (0.3%) were closed by the police but 

reopened following appeals filed by Yesh Din with an indictment ultimately 

filed. These cases were counted twice, both as cases that were closed at 

the end of an investigation, and as cases that ended with an indictment.  
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Central Findings  

 

 

 

Investigations and indictments 

•  93.7% of all investigation files were closed without an indictment. 

• The Israel Police failed in the investigation of 81% of the 

investigation files opened between 2005 and 2023 concerning Israelis 

who harmed Palestinians and their property in the West Bank. 

  

Convictions 

• Since 2005, only 3% of investigation files opened into ideologically-

motivated offenses by Israelis against Palestinians in the West Bank 

have led to a conviction. 

 

Discrimination in Israeli law enforcement in the OPT 

• Police figures indicate discrimination in Israeli law enforcement in the 

OPT: In 2022, no indictments were served against Israelis who 

harmed Palestinians in the West Bank. 10 indictments were filed 

against Israelis who harmed members of the security forces and other 

non-Palestinians. 

 

17% increase in the rate of Palestinians choosing not to file 

complaints  

• Since the inauguration of Israel’s 37th government, more 

Palestinians have expressed mistrust in Israeli law enforcement in the 

West Bank. In 2023, 57.5% of Palestinian crime victims chose not to 

exercise their right to file a police complaint against Israelis who 

harmed them, compared to 40% in 2022. 

 



 

 

Long-Standing Systemic and Deliberate Failure of 

Israeli Law Enforcement on Settler Violence 

 

 

 

Analysis of the monitoring data proves that the Israeli law 

enforcement system fails in fulfilling its duty to protect Palestinians 

from Israeli violence and grants them de facto impunity. The failings of 

the law enforcement system are reflected throughout every step of 

dealing with ideological crimes committed by Israeli citizens against 

Palestinians in the West Bank: ineffective prevention, failed police 

investigations, low indictment rates, and lenient punishment for 

convicted criminals. This long-standing systemic failure is a deliberate 

policy of the State of Israel, which normalizes the ideological violence 

of Israelis against Palestinians in the West Bank, supports it, and 

even benefits from its results. 

 

 

Click to read the datasheet  

 

Click to follow Yesh Din's Twitter  

 

 

 

For more information contact: Yahav Erez || Yahave@yesh-

din.org || +972 (0)54.759.2456 

For media inquiries contact: Uri Cirlin || +972 54-559-6178  

 

  

Yesh Din is required by law to make the following statement: 

 

Yesh Din is mostly funded by foreign governmental entities - through 

https://yesh-din.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64a1dc5fe022a1fd295271dc6&id=2924bf718f&e=37efb7fb17
https://yesh-din.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64a1dc5fe022a1fd295271dc6&id=65092c8bd3&e=37efb7fb17
mailto:Yahave@yesh-din.org
mailto:Yahave@yesh-din.org


 

grants devoted to the provision of humanitarian assistance and the 

promotion of human rights. A list of our donors is available on the Israeli 

Associations Register's website and on Yesh Din's website.  

 

Yesh Din is proud to be funded by States that are committed to the rule of 

law, that believe the occupation is not an internal Israeli matter, and that 

support the defense of international humanitarian law and human rights.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Copyright © 2024 Yesh Din, All rights reserved.  

You are receiving this email because you signed up through our website  

 

Our mailing address is:  

Yesh Din 

PO Box 50304 

Tel Aviv 6150201  

Israel 

 

Add us to your address book 

 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list  
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

https://yesh-din.us9.list-manage.com/vcard?u=64a1dc5fe022a1fd295271dc6&id=3be7b3466d
https://yesh-din.us9.list-manage.com/profile?u=64a1dc5fe022a1fd295271dc6&id=3be7b3466d&e=37efb7fb17&c=99365ab1eb
https://yesh-din.us9.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=64a1dc5fe022a1fd295271dc6&id=3be7b3466d&e=37efb7fb17&c=99365ab1eb
https://yesh-din.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64a1dc5fe022a1fd295271dc6&id=062028e3d5&e=37efb7fb17
https://yesh-din.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64a1dc5fe022a1fd295271dc6&id=cd3a039581&e=37efb7fb17
https://yesh-din.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64a1dc5fe022a1fd295271dc6&id=99df5d8383&e=37efb7fb17

