Last Thursday, we held our first Fan Engagement Panel meeting to begin shaping plans for the celebration of the 140th anniversary of Shrewsbury Town F.C
The milestone season will be marked throughout 2026–27, with the year of celebrations set to begin at our Open Day on Sunday 26 July 2026.
The overarching vision agreed by the group is that the 140th year celebrations should be split into two clear strands:
· Events and moments across the 2026–27 season, bringing supporters together to celebrate our history.
· Legacy projects that will live beyond the anniversary year , carrying momentum from our 140th year towards our 150th and beyond.
A central principle is that the anniversary programme should also create meaningful fundraising opportunities in support fan projects and the STFC Foundation.
Anniversary Events & Seasonal Activities
Open Day – 26 July 2026
The curtain-raiser for the anniversary season. With many 140th year things going on.
Anniversary Golf Day
A Golf Day including current players and staff, as part of the celebrations (date to be confirmed).
Hall of Fame
Creation of a formal Hall of Fame, alongside historical banners displayed throughout the stadium and fan zone to enhance the matchday environment.
Meadow Memories 
A memorabilia exhibition featuring items donated or loaned by supporters.
· Potentially starting at open day
· Could be tied to a dedicated matchday to maximise attendance.
· Possibility of a season-long display area if items can be left safely.
 “Shared Stories” Campaign
A media campaign collecting and sharing supporter stories from across 140 years of Town history. Potentially to be hosted on our new website as a digital year book. 
Former Players Engagement
· Dedicated evening event with former players.
· Followed by matchday appearances, Q&As and supporter engagement.
Foundation Anniversary Events
The Foundation highlighted several events that could sit within the 140th year programme while raising funds:
· Sleepout event
· Zipwire challenge
· Gala event
· Foundation Day 
Legacy Projects
Digital 140th Yearbook
An online anniversary yearbook hosted on the club website:
· Supporters can upload written tributes and video messages
· Potential donation-based access to raise funds for other 140th legacy events and the Foundation.
· Becomes a permanent digital legacy of the 140th year
Physical Anniversary Book
A commemorative book available at key events for supporters to sign, forming part of the club’s archive.
Commercial & Commemorative Initiatives
· Not guaranteed, just suggestions at present : 140th anniversary pin badges, commemorative ties, anniversary-themed membership schemes
· Potential structured supporter contributions to support heritage projects
Commemorative Kit 
· 140th year special home shirt/third shirt with potential badge and memorial merchandise for the season
· Full range of training wear and leisure wear to support. 

Organisation & Next Steps
Follow-Up In-Person Meeting
A further in person meeting will take place on Tuesday 31 March at 6pm in the Sovereign Suite.
· Roger Groves will organise the session
· Anyone wishing to attend is encouraged to email to register their interest.
· A reminder will be sent closer to the time.
· Steve to contact the club historian
· Shin to investigate National Lottery funding and draft bid
There were so many fantastic ideas shared on the night, and this is only the beginning of the conversation. We would encourage as many supporters as possible to attend the in-person meeting so that together we can map out in detail what the 140th year will look like from the very start of the season.
Over the past two years, we have made significant progress as a club  including reshaping and improving how we deliver our Open Day experience. As we approach this historic milestone, our focus is not only on celebrating our past, but on continuing to look forward with the same ambition, creativity and togetherness that has driven our recent growth.
The 140th year promises to honour our history, celebrate our community, and build a lasting legacy for generations of Salop supporters to come
