ELIZABETH  McNAMARA

Birth 

abt. 1783   Nenagh, Munster, Ireland

Christened
1783/4 R/C Church, Nenagh Co, Tipperary. Ireland
Marriage
Patrick Cullen, 20 September 1811, Sydney Town
Death    
9 July 1860, Singleton, N.S.W 

Burial   
Roman Catholic Cemetery, Singleton.

Children
John Brown 1803, Thomas 1806, James 1809, Richard 1811, Mary 1813, Patrick 1822.

Birth place
Elizabeth was born in Nenagh, County Tipperary; Eire c.1783.and was Catholic by birth. Her parents are unknown at this time as there are no Church records in existence. The only possible clue so far is a John McNamara, registered as a landowner in Nenagh in 1776. 
Conviction

Elizabeth McNamara apparently took part in the Irish Rebellion of 1798, but there is no record of any activity she took part in. There were a couple of skirmishes in County Tipperary, around Cahir and Cashel, which is possibly where she became involved. She was captured and probably incarcerated at Clonmel in the prison, known as the Jail of Cluain Meala, until she was tried there in 1801 at the Courthouse. There is no transcript of the trial. 

Transported

Elizabeth was sentenced to seven years transportation to the Colony of New South Wales, probably classified as a political prisoner. She sailed from Cork on 29th November 1801 in the Atlas 1 and arrived at Sydney Cove 7 July 1802. The record also shows that she had an alias as Elizabeth McNamary (possible spelling error?) and this is the name appearing on the ships lists. 

Atlas
The Atlas was a triple decked square-rigged sailing ship of 435 tons and the Master was Richard Brooks. After it left Cork on 29th November 1801 the voyage lasted 220 days. There were 151 male convicts and 25 women convicts on board. By all accounts it was a very bad voyage and several convicts died en route, figures state that two convicts out of every five died
Son John Brown
Contrary to a number of records claiming Elizabeth was pregnant when the Atlas arrived in Sydney; Elizabeth gave birth to a boy 11 months after arriving in Sydney 7 July 1802.  John Brown was born 25 May 1803. 
There are two possible males who also arrived on the Atlas. A prisoner called John Brown who Elizabeth may have been associated with after arriving in Sydney, or; Sir Henry Browne Hayes, a passenger on the Atlas who Elizabeth may have been assigned to after arriving in Sydney.  
Sydney Town

There are no records as to where Elizabeth was placed after arriving in Sydney. The female factory had not been built yet. The early musters are not now in existence, but in the 1806 muster there is reference to an Elizabeth Mack, female prisoner from the Atlas as being with Patrick Cullen, male prisoner from the Atlas.

Custodial sentence 

In serving her seven years transportation sentence, Elizabeth was granted a Ticket of Leave in 1806, allowing her to choose her means of employment.  She received her Certificate of Freedom 9 July 1810. Being unconditional, it permitted her the right to return to Ireland if she wished.

Patrick Cullen

In 1806, Patrick was noted as being self employed and living in “The Rocks”. The first record of Elizabeth being associated with Patrick Cullen was in 1806 when Thomas Cullen was born. 
Elizabeth and Patrick were married on 20th September 1811 at St Phillips Church on Church Hill in Sydney. 
Patrick and Elizabeth ran a public house between Gloucester Street and Harrington Street in the Rocks, called Ships Fame, and later The Hope and Anchor in George Street. In 1814, Patrick, in partnership with Edward Redmond, obtained the lease of Collector of Tolls for the Sydney to Parramatta toll road. 
Property at Pitt Town

In 1818, Elizabeth and Patrick disposed of their Sydney business interests and moved to the Hawkesbury district where they were granted a hundred acres. Elizabeth is listed as the owner in the 1828 census, although now known as McNamara as Patrick had died in 1822. 

Between 1822 and 1825; Elizabeth was assigned four convicts, one hundred and eighty acres of land.  In November 1825, she was assigned an additional two hundred and twenty acres.

In 1826 she was assigned another 220 acres giving her a total of 620 acres, 220 acres of which was at Patrick Plains. 
Death

Elizabeth later moved to Patrick Plains where she resided with her son John Brown. She died there 9 July 1860. The Maitland Mercury printed her death notice on Thursday, July 12, 1860: 
“At Singleton, on the 9th instant, at the residence of her son, John Browne Esq. J.P. Mrs Elizabeth Cullen, an old and respected inhabitant of the colony, aged 79 years. May her soul rest in peace.”
She is buried in the Catholic cemetery, Singleton in a double grave with her grandson John Cullen Browne.
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