
OUR SCHOOL 
 

St   Kentigernõs is a one form entry Catholic Voluntary Aided Mixed Primary School near the centre of Blackpool, in the Diocese of Lancaster.  It is a popular, 

oversubscribed and inclusive school with a strong , positive and caring Catholic ethos that caters for 212 

children from the age of 4 to 11 years. We have happy and enthusiastic children who enjoy learning and a 

dedicated, loyal and hard working staff who have high expectations of all our pupils. The school has very 

strong links with the parish, often sharing resources and worshipping together.  

 

The school was founded in 1904 and provides for the children of St. Kentigernõs Parish, it is housed in 

traditional buildings adjacent to the Church.  There are separate playgrounds for the two key stages as 

well as a ôsecret garden,õ a new Multi Use Play Area (MUPA) and shared car parking facilities. 

 

Over the last few years the school has undergone several renovations: a total rewire with low energy 

lights, a link corridor between the two buildings and every classroom has been remodeled, maximising the 

potential of the old buildings for the children in them.   

A gallery has been created, where work from all classes can be displayed and celebrated the around a 

central theme.  Resource areas in both departments have been organised around the new curriculum.   

 

The ôsecret gardenõ, next to the church has been developed and used as an 

effective tool for learning, with children planting seeds, vegetables and 

flowers and the recent addition of a willow dome. The school was extended 

upwards into the loft space in KS2 to create a new learning environment 

for Year 6 pupils, this released a classroom downstairs for use as a 

learning support room. In 2012 the car park was flattened and redesigned 

with pupils and parishioners to incorporate a Multi Use Play Area (MUPA) 

for all our children to use and a new car park with a disabled ramp up to 

church.  In summer 2014 a cooking kitchen was added to enable our 

children to access the Universal Free School Meals for Infants initiative, 

providing a free lunch for every child in Reception, Year 1 and Year2.  

 

This year we celebrate our 110th birthday, we are the oldest Catholic 

School in Blackpool, still in the original building. For the past 110 years our 

school and parish have been spreading the gospel message to families in 

our local community, long may it continue!  

MISSION STATEMENT  

 

St. Kentigernõs School is part of our parish community of faith, 

which helps our children to develop their spiritual, mental and 

physical abilities to their highest possible potential, by prayerfully 

basing their lives on the teachings and values of Jesus Christ and 

his Church, while recognising and respecting the beliefs of others.  

 

We are committed to the development of the whole child within a 

community where every individual is valued and respected.  

 

Co- operation and friendship will encourage a happy and caring, 

learning environment.  
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THE AIMS OF THE SCHOOL  
 

The aims of the school are:  

 

¶ To help children develop lively, enquiring and creative minds, the ability to 

question and argue rationally and to apply themselves to tasks and the 

development of physical skills.  

 

¶ To provide a warm, caring environment in which pupils may live and learn.  

 

¶ To help pupils to acquire knowledge, skills, concepts and attitudes relevant to 

life in  an ever changing world.  

 

¶ To instil respect for Catholic religious moral values and tolerance of other races, religions and 

cultures.  

 

¶ To share the gospel values to enable pupils to understand the world in which they live and the 

independence of individuals, groups and nations.  

 

¶ To help pupils to appreciate human achievements and aspirations.  

 

¶ To provide a positive learning environment in which individual achievements are recognised and 

valued. 

 

The Schoolõs motto is ôTreat others as you would like to be treated yourselfõ  

 

The School was last inspected in October 2009 by Ofsted and they found:  

 

¶ St. Kentigernõs is a good school providing high quality education for all its pupils.  

¶ Pupils are extremely happy and achieve well in all aspects of school life.  

¶ The quality of teaching is good, with some outstanding features, as a result pupils make good 

progress in their learning.  

¶ Lessons are planned well and include clear learning goals and a range of activities that provide good 

support and challenge to pupils of all abilities.  

¶ Pupilsõ attitudes to learning, their behaviour and personal development are good, which contribute 

to a positive learning atmosphere around school.  

¶ Care, guidance and support are good and can be seen in the schools strong commitment to its 

pupils. 

¶ The leadership of senior staff is very good and together with the Governing Body provides clear 

direction for the school.  

¶ The school cares well for its pupils and has a strong partnership with parents, which contribute 

towards the school achieving its aim of developing the whole child.  
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THE GOVERNING BODY  

 
 

Chair of Governors:  

Mrs Maura Leyland (Child Protection)  

c/o St. Kentigernõs Catholic Primary School, Newton Drive, 

Blackpool FY3 8BT  

Tel: Blackpool 393302  

 

Foundation Governors appointed by Diocese of Lancaster:  

Rev. Fr John Winstanley (R.E.)  

Mr L. Oram (Health & Safety)  

Mr P. Mullane  

Miss C. Swift  

Mrs C. Walker (Special Needs)  

Mr P. Woodhouse (Vice -chair and Numeracy)  

 

Governors appointed by Blackpool Borough Council:  

Cllr J. Elmes  

 

Parent Governor, elected by the parents:  

Mrs A. Cirelli (Literacy - Reading) 

 

Teacher Governor, elected by the teachers:  

Mrs A. Heyes  

 

Support Staff Governor, elected by the support staff:  

Mrs N. Payne (Literacy - Writing)  

 

Headteacher:  

Mrs. F.M. Wygladala  

 

Clerk to the Governors:  

Mrs A. Clough c/o the school  

 

Director of Childrenõs Services 

Mrs S. Harrison  

Education & Childrenõs Services Department, 

Progress House, Clifton Road, Blackpool FY4 4US  

Tel. Blackpool 476500  

 

The Governors meet each term for their statutory meeting, at which decisions are taken on how the 

school is to be run and supported.  The Governors are divided into three sub -committees; Staffing and 

Finance; Standards, Curriculum and Policy; and Buildings and Maintenance; which meet every term and 

feed back to the full governors meeting.  

A summary of the minutes for these meetings are available in school for your perusal.  

There is a representative of the parents on the Governors and this post is elected every four years, the 

next election is in December 2017.  

In April 1992 the school received full delegation for the spending of its budget, which is £859,511 this 

financial year (2014/15).  
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MEMBERS OF STAFF  

        
Senior Leadership Team  

Headteacher:  Mrs. F. M. Wygladala B.A., L.V.CM. (TD)  

Deputy Headteacher: Mrs A. P. Heyes B.A. Hons. (QTS)  

Assistant Headteacher : Mrs S. K. Chamberlain B.A.Hons. (QTS)  

 

Teachers with Responsibilities : 

KS2 leader and Pupil Attainment Manager Mrs C. Irvin B.A. Hons. (QTS)  

Induction Manager : Miss Z. Smith B.A. Hons (QTS)  

  

Teachers:  

Mrs S. J. Brooks B.A. Hons. (QTS) (Maternity)  

Mrs E. Harris B.A. Hons. (QTS)  

Mrs C. McGrath B.A.Hons. (QTS)  

Mr S. M. McNicoll B.A. Hons (QTS) (Maternity cover)  

Miss K. OõDonnell B.A. Hons (QTS) 

Miss E. K. Wallbank B.A. Hons (QTS)  

                     Mr A. D. Willis B.A. Hons (QTS)     

 

 Teaching Assistants:       Welfare Assistants:   

 Mrs K. Butler        Mrs A. Campbell (Sports)   

 Mrs A. Campbell        Mrs. T. Fiorello     

 Mrs S. Dunn        Mrs. D. Fontalba      

 Mrs. T. Fiorello        Mrs. J. Letzer      

 Mrs J. Letzer        Mrs N. Payne     

 Mrs N. Payne       Miss L. Scarlett      

 Miss E. Walker        Miss E. Walker    

 Nursery Nurse:              

  Mrs K. Burgess NNEB  

  

 Learning Support Assistants:      PE Coaches:     

 Mrs. D. Fontalba NVQ3       Mrs A. Campbell    

 Mrs K. Blacker NNEB B.A. Hons (QTS)    Mr P. Scudder     

 Mrs. C. Lock NNEB (SEN)        

 Inclusion Support Assistant:      Learning Mentor/Family Support:  

  Miss L. Scarlett        Mrs P. Barron  

            

  ICT Technician:        Pastoral Assistant:  

 Mr. D. Dobbert        Mrs. A. OõMahoney 

 

 Music Perpatetic Teachers:  

 Miss Chapman (Flute)       Mr Morgan (Guitar)    

  Mrs Hodge (Keyboard)       Mr Warren (Brass)    

  Mrs Hallam (Tiddly Om Pom Poms in Reception and Pre School)      

                               

 Office Manager:        Resource Manager:  

  Mrs. S. Sobrino        Mrs. K. Lees    

           

  Site Supervisor:          School Cleaner:  

  Mr. M. Fiorello        Miss I. Strojna  
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ADMISSION POLICY AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR  

ADMISSION FOR 2014  
 

 

St. Kentigernõs School and its community prayerfully base their lives on the teachings and values of 

Jesus Christ and his Church.  

St. Kentigernõs is a Catholic Primary School provided by the Diocese of Lancaster and is maintained by 

Blackpool Local Education Authority as a voluntary aided primary school.  

 

The Governing Body is the admissions authority and is responsible for taking decisions on applicants for 

admission. It operates a system of Equal Preference under which it considers all preferences equally 

according to its policy.  

 

The Governors welcome applications from Catholic and non -Catholic parents who would like their children 

educated within the aims and ethos of St Kentigernõs Catholic School. 

St Kentigernõs is a Catholic Primary School in which the Catholic faith and the teachings of the Catholic 

Church are important aspects of school life and influence the school curriculum.  

We ask all parents applying for a place here to respect this ethos and its importance to the school 

community. This does not affect the right of parents who are not of the faith of this school to apply for 

and be considered for a place here.  

 

The Governing Body is responsible for admissions within the requirements of the law. In doing so, the 

Governing Body has regard for:  

¶ The advice of the Diocesan Trustees on the nature and purpose of Catholic Schools.  

¶ The Governing Bodyõs responsibility towards the school and the Catholic community it serves; 

¶ The Catholic character of the school and its Mission Statement.  

It is the duty of the Governors to comply with class size limits at Key Stage One, no more than 30 

children will be admitted to any Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 class.  

 

For September 2014, the Admission Number for St Kentigernõs Catholic Primary was 30. A total of 116 

applications were received by the closing date, 12 pupils were admitted in category B, 1 in category D,    

3 in category E, 7 in category F, 3 in category G and 4 in category H.  

 

Admissions Criteria  

The Governors will admit up to 30 children each September for the Reception class. If the number of 

applications for admission exceeds the places available, children will be admitted subject to the 

following criteria which will be used to form a priority order:  

A. Baptised Catholic children in public care.  

B.  Baptised Catholic children who attend weekly Mass at St. Kentigernõs.  

C.  Baptised Catholic children who worship weekly and live in the parish of St Kentigernõs with a sibling 

in the school at the time of expected admission.  

D.  Baptised Catholic children who worship weekly and live in the parish of St Kentigernõs  

E. Other Baptised Catholic children with a sibling in the school at the time of expected admission.  
F.  Other Baptised Catholic children who live in the parish of St Kentigernõs 

  G.   Other Baptised Catholic children.  

H.   Other children whose parents wish them to be educated within the aims and values of a  

       Catholic school.  

  I.    Other Children in public care  

  J.    Other Children  
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Where there are more preferences for St Kentigernõs than there are places available, the Governing 

Body employs its oversubscription criteria to objectively determine which children should be offered a 

place at that particular school.  

In the event of the admission number being reached within any one of the oversubscription criteria in 

the order listed overleaf, the distance criteria will be used as a ôtie breakerõ. The distance between an   

applicant's home and school is measured as a straight line from the Ordnance Survey address point of 

the home address to the school.   The Ordnance Survey address point is a point within the boundary of 

the property and is usually located at its centre. Distances are measured using the Councilsõ Geographic 

Information System. In the event of equal distance, a random allocation will be used to determine who 

takes priority for a place.  

 

Arrangements for Admission  

 

1. Applications for a place at the school should be made on the Local Authority common application 

form or online and returned to the Local Authority no later than Wednesday 15 th  January 2014.  

 

2. Parents must complete the common application form available from the Local Authority.   Parents 

who wish their application to this Catholic school to be considered against the priority faith     

criteria should also complete the Schools Supplementary Information Form.   If the school is  

oversubscribed, failure to complete the supplementary form may result in your application for a 

place in this school being considered against lower priority criteria, as the Governing Body will 

have no information upon which to assess the application on the basis of the applicantõs baptism.  

The supplementary information form should be returned to the school by Wednesday 15th      

January 2014 . 
 

3. Each Roman Catholic applicant will be required to produce a baptismal certificate or other       

evidence of baptism.  

 

4.       The admissions committee of the Governing Body will consider all applications at the same time 

after the given closing date.  

 

5. Parents or guardians will be informed of the outcome of their application in writing by the Local 

Authority on  16th  April 2014.  
                                                                         

6. As required by law, all children with a Statement of Special Educational Needs naming the school 

will be admitted before the application of the oversubscription criteria.  

 

 

A waiting list for children who have not been offered a place 

will be kept and will be ranked according to the Admissions 

Criteria.  Letters advising of an unsuccessful application will 

also inform parents of their childõs position on the waiting list 

and of the date when the waiting list will cease to operate.  

 

 



-7-  

www.st -kentigern.blackpool.sch.uk  

SPECIAL NEEDS  

 

    

   At St. Kentigernõs we follow the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Code of  

Practice.  This involves offering school support for children whose needs can be met with additional 

support from within the school and for those children whose needs require intervention from outside 

agencies. We seek to be closely involved with the parents of the children throughout.  

 

When your child is admitted to school, any additional information about previous help received is very 

valuable.  If necessary your child will be given extra help, with an Education, Health and Care plan, so 

his/her needs can be met from the start of his/her education at St. Kentigernõs. 

 

Should you have any concerns please first contact your childõs class teacher, who will liaise with the 

Special Needs Co-ordinator, Mrs A. Heyes.  If your concerns persist then contact the Headteacher, or 

put these concerns in writing to the Special Needs governor, Mrs C. Walker.  

 

At. St. Kentigernõs we work closely with all outside agencies.  These include: 

 The Educational Psychology Service   Pupil Welfare Officers  

 Speech and other Therapists    Social Services  

 Learning Support and Behaviour team  Advisory Service     

 Domestic Violence Team     Physical/Sensory and Complex Needs Team  

 The School Medical Service                       Advocacy Team  

If you would like a full copy of the Schoolõs Special Needs Policy, please donõt hesitate to contact the 

School Secretary, Mrs Sobrino.  

 

PASTORAL CARE 

The Headteacher, Senior Staff and the appropriate class teachers are responsible for the well -being of 

the children in their care. The learning mentor, Mrs Barron, and Pastoral assistant, Mrs OõMahoney are 

able to work with children and parents regarding specific issues.  

Parents are always welcome in school to discuss their childõs welfare.  We have an ôopen door policyõ 

where appointments are not necessary, but we would be grateful for previous notification, if at all 

possible. 

 

SAFEGUARDING  

Due to day -to -day contact with children, schools are particularly well placed to observe outward signs of 

abuse, changes in behaviour or failure to develop.  Parents should be aware, therefore, that where it 

appears to a member of school staff that a child may have been abused, the school is required, as part 

of the local Safeguarding procedures, to report their concern to the Social Services Department 

immediately.  

 

BEHAVIOUR IN SCHOOL  

It is our primary aim that every member of the school community feels valued and respected, and that 

each person is treated fairly and well. For this reason, formal rules are kept to a minimum.  Children are 

expected to have good manners, show consideration for others, respect for adults and school property, 

and be willing to work and play together showing tolerance and compassion. We have a ôGood to be Greenõ 

scheme to reward good behaviour. Every child starts each lesson on green, an amber warning card is 

given if behaviour is not up to expectations and ultimately a red card, if advice after the amber warning 

is not acted upon. Lunchtime detention follows a red card being issued and other sanctions discussed, 

parents are notified and invited to come to school for meeting to discuss their childõs behaviour. Parents 

are closely involved when behavioural difficulties arise in school as we seek solutions with support 

together.  

Privilege cards are awarded in whole school assemblies for exceptionally good behaviour and  r ewards 

are given for consistent good behaviour e.g. cinema or Blackpool Tower trip.  
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ACADEMIC ORGANISATION  
 

The School is divided into 3 Stages:  

Foundation Stage includes Reception children   

Key Stage 1  includes children from Year 1 and Year 2  

Key Stage 2 includes children from Year 3, Year 4, Year 5, and Year 6  

 

St. Kentigernõs Induction Programme begins in the Summer term with a parents meeting followed by 

nursery and home visits for every Reception child.  There is an opportunity during the evening to meet 

the whole staff team and a chance for children and parents to familiarise themselves with the learning 

environment in which their child will be introduced to when he/she starts school in September.  Practical 

workshops are organised for parents to work alongside their children covering areas of the curriculum 

introduced and developed in the Foundation Stage.  

When the children are in school, we encourage them all to develop a love for learning in partnership with 

parents as first educators. Initial and on going assessments involve children, parents and staff 

throughout the year. Parents are encouraged to share with staff their childrenõs learning and 

development at home through some new software recently purchased.     

 

Homework is a regular and normal part of the schoolõs curriculum, encouraged by the Government. We 

have introduced Learning Logs as children can then be creative with their homework tasks, many involve 

research and development of their own ideas. Since their introduction, homework has been significantly 

improved and parents, pupils and staff are much happier with the outcome that promotes independent 

learning.  

 

THE CURRICULUM  

 

The schoolõs curriculum is the whole range of learning opportunities created and provided for the 

children.  We offer a broad and balanced curriculum that comprises of core and foundation subjects:  

 

Core Subjects  

English, Mathematics and Science  

 

Foundation Subjects:  

Art and design, Computing, Design and Technology, Geography, History, Music and Physical Education. 

Languages are part of the KS2 curriculum  

 

Religious Education:  

Is additional to the National Curriculum and is assigned 10% of teaching time in Catholic Schools  

 

Assessment  

Phonics Screening is carried out in Year 1 with any children who did not pass being retested in Year 2.   

Standard Attainment Tests (SATõs) take place for 7 year olds in Year 2 in the Summer Term for English 

and Mathematics, with ongoing teacher assessment for Science.  They take place in May for all 11 year 

olds in Year 6, in the form of written papers for Reading, Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling and 

Mathematics. Writing and Science are assessed throughout the year by the teachers.   

The results for this years SATõs are published at the back of this brochure. 

 

Children throughout the school are assessed every half termly using teacher based assessments.  Every 

child is assessed in the summer term using published material for testing, to validate or challenge 

teacher assessment, and to make a judgement on progress. The headteacher and senior leadership team 

track the progress of every pupil in school during regular meetings with class teachers.  

Reading and Spelling assessments are ongoing and used to track progress throughout the year.  
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

As a Catholic School, Religious Education is a very important part of our 

curriculum. R.E. lessons follow òThe way, the Truth and the Lifeó 

programme of study, alongside other themes or topics e.g CAFOD 

Universal Church units.  The R.E. work is assessed and levelled, then 

moderated by the Local Leader of Diocese Education, R.E. subject 

leader, R.E. governor and headteacher. However this is just a part of what we offer. We believe our 

faith influences everything that happens with the school, our work, our play and our relationships with 

each other and the wider community. We follow the example that Jesus gave us so that we can laugh 

together, work together, smile together, pray together and bring joy to others.  

The school assists the Parish in the Sacramental programmes for Reconciliation, Eucharist and 

Confirmation. These collaborative programmes involve the children, parents, staff and Parish catechists.  

Prayer and Liturgy takes place daily, and can be as part of different groups and age ranges:                                            

Full School Assemblies;  

Key Stage Assemblies;  

In small groups e.g. a class liturgy prepared by children.  

 

Every class has a Class mass once a term on a Tuesday morning at 10.15am, to which invitations go out to 

parents, relatives and friends, who are encouraged and most welcome to participate.  During the 

liturgical year, children also experience other types of liturgies e.g. Harvest Service, Penitential 

Services, May Procession, Novenas, Garden Liturgies etc. These are in addition to whole school masses 

for deceased family and friends in November, for St Kentigernõs feast day in January, for the start of 

Lent on Ash Wednesday and at the start and end of every term.  

Sex and Relationships Education falls within the R.E. teaching of the school.  We use the Diocesan ôThis 

is my Bodyõ scheme of work in Year 6 and invite parents to a meeting to share the materials to enable 

school to support what has been taught at home.   
 
ENGLISH  

We teach English to enable pupils to develop as effective speakers and listeners, readers and writers, 

and to use standard English fluently and accurately. For our pupils, understanding the language is an 

essential foundation for success in all subjects and great emphasis is put on teaching the basic skills.  

 

Speaking and Listening  is developed through role play and classroom activities. Pupils are taught to 

speak clearly and convey ideas confidently using Standard English. We employ a Speech and Language 

therapist to work with pupils to improve their spoken English and extend their vocabulary.  

Reading is very important and is encouraged throughout the school to support pupilsõ acquisition of 

knowledge.  The Oxford Reading Tree is the main scheme which is augmented with a variety of other 

schemes to provide a breadth of reading.  After completing Oxford Reading tree, children progress onto 

ôFree Readingõ where they choose books from a selection in class and write book reviews.  Reading books 

are taken home in every class and parents are asked to hear their children read, ask them about the 

book, what happened next etc, a reading record book is provided to record each childõs progress, both at 

home and at school. Every classroom contains a large selection of books, both fiction and non -fiction 

which are used every day during the ten minutes ERIC (Everyone Reading in Class) time after lunch. 

Internal and external Reading challenges are promoted in school and there is a big focus on World Book 

Day in March each year. Children often come to school dressed as their favourite book character.   

Writing is developed for a variety of purposes is encouraged throughout the school.  Well presented 

work is seen as important and children join their letters in a cursive style when their letter formation 

and motor skills are sufficiently developed. We encourage pupils to develop the stamina and skills to 

write at length, with accurate spelling and punctuation. Pupils build on what they have been taught to 

expand the range of their writing and the variety of grammar they use.  



-10 -  

www.st -kentigern.blackpool.sch.uk  

MATHEMATICS  

Mathematics is a creative and highly inter -connected discipline that is seen as being of great importance 

in todayõs  world and is provided for within a variety of planned contexts and practical experiences in 

school.   

We enable pupils to become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and 

frequent practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so that conceptual understanding is 

developed and the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately.  

We teach pupils to reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry and developing an argument using 

mathematical language. Problem solving is important, to apply mathematics to a variety of routine and 

non-routine problems with increasing sophistication and persevere in seeking solutions.  

Calculators are not seen as a substitute for good written and mental arithmetic, they are introduced in 

KS2 to support pupilsõ conceptual understanding and exploration of more complex number problems. 

Number, measurement and geometry are taught in KS1 with statistics added at KS2.   

In KS1 we ensure that pupils develop confidence and mental fluency with whole numbers, counting and 

place value. This involves working with numerals, words and the four operations with practical resources. 

Pupils develop their ability to recognise, describe, draw, compare and sort different shapes and use the 

related vocabulary. By the end of Year 2, pupils should know the number bonds to 20 and be precise in 

using and understanding place value.  

This is built on in lower KS2 and by the end of Year 4, pupils should have developed their ability to solve 

a range of problems including with simple fractions and decimal place value. They should have memorised 

up to and including the 12 times table and show precision and fluency in their work.  

By the end of Year 6, pupils should be fluent in written methods for all four operations, including long 

multiplication and division, and in working with fractions, decimals and percentages. Teaching in geometry 

and measures should consolidate and extend knowledge developed in number and algebra is introduced as 

a means for solving a variety of problems. Teaching ensures that pupils classify shapes with increasingly 

complex geometric properties and they learn the vocabulary to describe them. Pupils should be able to 

read, spell and pronounce mathematical vocabulary correctly.  

 

SCIENCE 

Science has changed our lives and is vital to the worldõs future prosperity, 

all pupils are taught essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, 

processes and uses of science. The emphasis is put on acquiring 

knowledge, developing new skills and a deeper level of understanding 

through discovery and investigation, for this develops the childõs curiosity 

and opens up a questioning mind to the world around. Pupils are 

encouraged to understand how science can be used to explain what is 

occurring, predict how things will behave, and analyse causes. Science can 

provide a useful bridge between many subjects, reinforcing the work in Language, Communication skills 

and Mathematics, as well as giving the children experience of Scientific Investigation as a method of 

learning. 

All children in the school follow carefully planned science topics covering the areas set out in the 

National Curriculum i.e. Scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding, The Nature, processes and 

methods of Science and The uses and implications of Science, today and for the future.    

The children are encouraged to enquire, explore and observe, so they can ask questions about 

themselves and their environment.  

The school has built up a large stock of Science equipment, emphasising the investigations aspect and 

facilitating it.  The ôSecret Gardenõ is used for investigations and various educational visits are made 

each year.  

Some examples of topics covering Science are: Splendid Skies; Moon Zoom!; Wriggle and Crawl; 

Predator!; Potions; Beast Creator; Scream machine; Blood, Guts and Gory bits and ID.  
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ART and Design  

Art, craft and design teaching engages, inspires and challenges pupils, equipping them with the 

knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design.  

Pupils also study the work of famous artists, craftspeople and designers in order to develop their 

appreciation of the richness of our diverse cultural heritage.  We have forged strong links with The 

Grundy Art Gallery in Blackpool and classes visit regularly for workshops to augment the curriculum and 

also ôIlluminasiaõ a local project on light at the Winter Gardens.  

We work with various Artists throughout the year, this work is celebrated in displays around school and 

in classrooms  e.g. The Comedy Carpet work with Y6 and the Giantõs Head in Y4. A Year 6 transition 

project with the Art and design department at St Maryõs has been very successful this year and gallery 

was created to display their wonderfully creative work.  

Topics covering art and design include: Muck, Mess and Mixtures; Urban Pioneers; 

Blue Abyss and Gallery Rebels.  

COMPUTING  

The core of computing is computer science, in which pupils are taught the principles 

of information and computation, how digital systems work, and how to put this 

knowledge to use through programming. Building on this knowledge and understanding, pupils are 

equipped to use IT to create programs, systems and a range of content. Computing  

also ensures that pupils become digitally literate - able to use, and express themselves and develop their 

ideas through, information and communication technology - at a level suitable for the future workplace 

and as active participants in a digital world.  

The school is adequately equipped with sophisticated computers and is continually updating and upgrading 

this equipment. A ôstate of the artõ computer suite was added in January 2002, the Isidore Suite, and 

recently updated, enabling every child to improve their computing skills.  Replacement interactive 

whiteboards were installed in classrooms and resource rooms last summer and every class has wireless 

access to the Internet. There are various mobile devices available for learning including a class voting 

system, a class set of laptops, several notebooks, iPads and iPods etc. plus green screen technology for 

recording.  

We have an ICT specialist teacher who withdraws groups to teach Computing skills. Every KS2 child has 

an hour in the suite every week, every Foundation and KS1 child has half an hour per week.  

DESIGN and TECHNOLOGY  

Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using creativity and imagination, 

pupils are able to design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of 

contexts, considering their own and others; needs, wants and values. Their develop their broad range of 

subject knowledge and ability to use elements of mathematics, science, computing and art. Pupils learn 

how to take risks, become resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable citizens.  

Through technology children become more aware of the world around them and the need for innovation 

and change. Through the evaluation of past and present design and technology, pupils develop a critical 

understanding of its impact on daily life and the wider world. Design and technology make an essential 

contribution to the creativity, culture, wealth and well -being of the nation.  

Topics covering D&T include: Towers, Tunnels and Turrets; ôScrumdiddlyumptiousõ and Scream Machine.   

GEOGRAPHY 

Geography should inspire in all pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will 

remain with them for the rest of their lives. Pupils should be equipped with knowledge about diverse 

places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of 

the Earthõs key physical and human processes. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide 

the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earthõs features at different scales are shaped, 

interconnected and change over time.  

Topics covered in Geography include: Land Ahoy!; Tremors; Misty Mountain Sierra; Road Trip USA; 

Allotment and Frozen Kingdom. Practical activity e.g. Fieldwork outside of the classroom is carried out 

to further develop geographical skills, where possible. Geocaching was introduced this year and is to be 

developed in the future. Pupils in Years 5 and 6 have the opportunity to attend a residential in July at 

Malham, looking at the geology and geography of the area and experiencing the great outdoors!  
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HISTORY  

History will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britainõs past and that of the 

wider world. It inspires curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching equips pupils to ask perceptive 

questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. 

History helps pupils understand the complexity of peopleõs lives, the process of change, the diversity of 

societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of 

their time. Pupils learn about significant historical events, people and places in and around Blackpool. 

Topics in History include: Memory Box; Dinosaur Planet; Gods and Mortals; I Am Warrior!; Traisers and 

Raiders; Peasants, Princes and Pestilence; Pharaohs and A Childõs War. 

 

LANGUAGES 

Learning a foreign language provides an opening to another culture, it fosters pupilsõ curiosity and 

deepens their understanding of the world. The teaching enables pupils to express their ideas and 

thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and writing. 

Many of our pupils are bilingual learners and gifted at languages, we hope to develop this further with 

French taught in Years 3, 4 and 6 and Spanish in Year 5. This will hopefully enhance their employability 

for the future, working in the global market.  

 

MUSIC  

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity.  

It engages and inspires pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as 

musicians, and so increasing their self -confidence, creativity and sense of 

achievement. As pupils progress through the school they develop a critical 

engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination 

to the best musical canon.  The evaluative element enables pupils to develop skills in 

listening to, and appraising their own work and that of other musicians and composers and to understand 

the value and significance of Music in society. Topics covering music include: Rio de Vida; Beat band 

Boogie; Heroes and Villains and Hola Mexico!  

Music is taught through a combination of specialist teaching and integrated activities. Extra curricular 

activities include: choir, keyboard, flute, cornet, euphonium, trombone and guitar tuition. All Y4 pupils 

learn to play the cornet through the Governmentõs Wider Opportunities programme, they learn how to 

read music and basic notation. Many continue to learn a brass instrument in years 5 and 6.  

St Kentigernõs Brass Band performed a few pieces from their repertoire at the Grand Theatre this 

year, as part of the Schools Alive Concert, this is a first and was very well received . At the end of ever 

term parents are invited to a Music Assembly in school to celebrate our talented musicians who enjoy 

performing solos, duets and in small ensembles. Music is celebrated in large scale performances at 

Christmas, giving each child an opportunity to participate, and smaller scale performances of groups or 

individuals in class or school assemblies. This year we took musicians and their families to a family 

concert with the BBC Philharmonic at the Bridgewater Hall in Manchester, a truly memorable 

experience! We will be participating in the BBC ten pieces project in the autumn term.  

 

HEALTH EDUCATION  

The children are encouraged to develop good habits regarding diet, exercise and general health care.  

Specific work of this nature is often undertaken as a topic in itself, or can form part of the science 

curriculum. Blackpool Football Club Community Trust works with Year 4 pupils and parents to offer a 

range of opportunities to improve their health, social skills and physical fitness called the Fit2Go 

initiative over a six week period in the Spring term. They deliver a family workshop as well as sessions in 

class on ôa healthy lifestyle, choices to be madeõ. Pupils are invited to attend a quiz (which we won last 

year) and also a free match ticket to watch Blackpool FC play at a home game. Coaches inspire our pupils 

and staff, often boosting self esteem and confidence.   

We have an excellent link with our school nurse, Mrs. Helen Shaw, who always assists us in Health 

related topics by giving talks, and providing handouts and relevant leaflets to go home.  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

PE inspires all pupils to succeed and excel in competitive sport and other physically -demanding activities. 

It provides opportunities for pupils to become physically confident in a way which supports their health 

and fitness. Opportunities to compete in sport and other activities build character and help to embed 

values such as fairness and respect.  

PE is split into: Games; Gymnastics and Dance at Key Stage 1 with Athletics, Judo, Outdoor adventurous 

activities and Swimming introduced at Key Stage 2. Local specialists and coaches support the teaching 

and delivery of PE from the Football Association and Blackpool Football Club Community Trust.  

Although the School lacks playing fields, pupils do not miss out on sports activities and the recent Multi 

Use Play Area has boosted sporting opportunities throughout the school.  

 

48 pupils from Yrs 5 and 6 visited Castle Head Field Studies Centre in Grange Over Sands in July to 

sample ôoutdoor adventurous activitiesõ such as: Raft building and racing; Jacobs ladder; low ropes; 

challenges of a physical and problem -solving nature. The Schoolõs policy for charging is found in the back 

of this document. In alternate years, children from Years 5 and 6 are given the opportunity to go to 

Malham on a geography field trip for a different experience.  

Year 2 pupils performed in the õSchools Aliveõ  festival at the Grand Theatre in February this year with a 

couple of dance routines including õItõs Oh So Quietõ and the Ugly Bug Ball.  

We have successful hockey, football and swimming teams and children take part in many competitions 

during the Town Sports week, held this year in June, including hockey, aquasplash, athletics (field and 

track), rounders, cheerleading, dodgeball, road races for Yrs 3 to 6, Y3/4 football, Y5/6 football, 

netball and KS1 multi skills. Thanks to the Sports Grant funding for allowing us to take part in so many 

events, all with mixed teams. The award we were most proud of was the õbest sportsmanship trophyõ 

awarded to our Y5/6 mixed football team - Congratulations!  

A Fun Sports Day for Foundation and Key Stage 1 is held each year with every child 

taking part and enjoying the activities. Key Stage 2 have a competitive Sports Day 

and again, every child takes part in a track and/or field event and represent their 

class and house team. Points are awarded for each event and the winning house is 

presented with the KS2 Sports trophy during a special sporting celebration 

assembly. In 2014, St Francis (blue team house captains to the right on the photograph) won the trophy, 

a great team effort in both track and field events! Stanley Park arena is the venue for both Sports 

Days, they are enjoyed and well attended by parents and family members.  

 

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES  

There are a variety of clubs and activities arranged for the children, either during the lunch hour or 

after school to provide them with further opportunities for learning and having fun.  These include: 

Chess, Choir, Reporters Club, Altar Servers, Faith group, Football, Hockey, Basketball, Cooking, Film, 

Drawing, Reading, Superheros, Art, Change4Life etc . Lunch Bunch is offered three time a week, 

focusing on art and craft activities to reward good behaviour in class and there are sports activities for 

years 2 -6 once a week at lunchtime on the MUPA with a sports coach. Teachers and friends of St. 

Kentigernõs give up their time voluntarily to staff these clubs and the school is very grateful.  

 

Blackpool Childrenõs University 

All extra curricular activities count towards 

an award and an opportunity to ôgraduateõ 

from Blackpool Childrenõs University. In July 

this year we celebrated over 3000 hours of 

õextra learningõ in Year 6 alone! 

An amazing achievement - Well Done  
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION  

 
FROM HOME TO SCHOOL  
Parents please keep us up to date with addresses, telephone numbers and emergency contact numbers, 

especially mobile telephone numbers.  

It is important for the school to know if the normal end of school collection arrangements are to be 

changed regarding times, or who is collecting your child.  

We need parents to tell the class teacher about anything which may be worrying their child about school 

or anything else at home.  

 

ATTENDANCE  

Please telephone school with a reason for absence for your child. The Office Manager will contact 

parents who have not phoned school by 10am to ascertain the reason for their childõs absence.  

A frequent problem is lateness, children should be in the playground from 8.45am  ready to  go into 

school for 8.55 a.m. to start lessons. Being in school every day on time is very important.  

 

In the school year 2013/2014 the Attendance statistics from September 2013 to the end of June 2014  

% Attendance            96.58%  

% of half days missed due to authorise absence               3.38%   

% of half days missed due to unauthorised absence          0.04%   

This is above the national average, thank you to everyone for their hard work and perseverance.  
  

 

 

 

Blackpool Football Club reward all the 100% attenders in 

local schools every year with a party at Bloomfield Road.  

This year we had 16 pupils who were in school every day on 

time - CONGRATULATIONS ! 

 

 

 

 

 

Authorised absence is when school is informed about:  

1. Absence for reasons of sickness when covered by a medical certificate or note from home.  

2. Absence for part or whole of the day due to certified medical or dental appointments or  

      treatment.  

3.   Absence due to unavoidable cause e.g. death in the family etc.  

 

All other absences will be considered unauthorised  except for exceptional circumstances where prior 

permission has been granted by the Headteacher. No family holidays are allowed in term time as set out 

by the government in autumn 2013. Parents should avoid, as far as possible, requesting permission for 

children to keep medical or similar appointments during school hours, or to remove their children from 

school for purposes which may well be achieved outside the prescribed school day.  

Exemptions from school activities e.g. PE, Games, Swimming etc. cannot be granted, except on medical 

grounds and a note from parents is requested for written confirmation.  

Children who come late, after 8.55am, go straight to class and are registered as a late arrival if the 

register has not been closed. The Pupil Welfare Officer, Mr Eddie Matthews works with Mrs Barron our 

Family Support Worker to screen registers every month, looking for poor attenders and latecomers. 

Letters are sent home requesting a meeting to discuss the issue and help is always offered from school 

to resolve the problem.  

 


