Year 5 –

World War

– Knowledge Organiser

Subject Specific Vocabulary
Countries which fought on
Axis
the German side (including:

Blitz

Italy, Germany, Japan)
Countries which fought on
the British side (including:
USA, Great Britain, France
and Russia)
Member of the German
political group that came to
power in 1933
Organised movement of
children and valuables from
towns and cities to safe
zones
Someone who was
evacuated, moved from a
danger area to a safer area
A series of bombing raids
on the UK

Propaganda
Holocaust

Controlling news media to
depict the war effort
Murder of Jews and other
people by the Nazis

RAF

The Royal Air

Refugees

A person who has been
forced to leave their
country in order to escape
war

Armistice

An agreement by both
sides to stop fighting while
a peace treaty is
negotiated.
The Christmas Truce was an
unofficial cease fire
between the two sides of
World War I on Christmas.

Allies
Nazi
Evacuation
Evacuee

Christmas
Truce

Exciting Books

Sticky Knowledge about Invaders
World War I began in 1914 after the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and
lasted until 1918.
During the conflict, Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and the Ottoman Empire (the
Central Powers) fought against Great Britain, France, Russia, Italy, Romania, Japan
and the United States (the Allied Powers).
World War Two in Europe began on 3rd September 1939, when the Prime Minister of
Britain, Neville Chamberlain, declared war on Germany. It involved many of the
world's countries. On 8 May 1945, the Allies accepted Germany’s surrender, about a
week after Adolf Hitler had committed suicide.

The heavy and frequent bombing attacks on London and other cities was known as
the 'Blitz'. Night after night, from September 1940 until May 1941, German bombers
attacked British cities, ports and industrial areas. Other cities and towns were also
heavily bombed, including Swansea, Cardiff, Bristol, Southampton, Plymouth,
Birmingham, Coventry and Liverpool.
Evacuation means leaving a place. During the Second World War, many children living
in big cities and towns were moved temporarily from their homes to places
considered safer, usually out in the countryside.

Important
War is incredibly expensive - and this war was no different. Just
one day's worth of bullets cost £3.8 million in September 1918.
Before the war, Britain was in fact the world's economic
superpower, with significant levels of wealth and resources. But
war took its toll and the effect of how much it cost was felt for
many years to come. It left much of Europe in severe economic
hardship. Germany, especially, had to pay an enormous bill of
£6,600 million for the damage caused, as well as provide other
compensation.
World War Two began when Adolf Hitler, the Nazi Party leader
of Germany, decided that Germany should expand and become
the biggest and most powerful country in the world. Hitler's
forces invaded Poland on September 1st 1939. Some countries,
including Britain, did not wish to allow Hitler to do this and so on
September 3rd 1939 Neville Chamberlain, the Prime Minister of
Great Britain declared War on Germany.

