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Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Requires improvement

What is it like to attend this school?
Pupils are happy and secure and enjoy coming to school. They know that they must
work hard in their lessons. Pupils present their work to a high standard. They
behave and cooperate well with each other. Pupils know that their teachers will help
them to improve their work. Teachers and pupils have great respect for each other.
Pupils look forward to their lessons and told us that they enjoy each subject. They
are very excited about the school’s new reading books. They told us of books, such
as ‘The Egyptian Cinderella’, which capture their imagination. Pupils say they
appreciate the many opportunities for them to learn after school. These include a
range of sports, music and art. Several pupils told us how proud they were to be in
the school football and netball teams.
All the pupils we spoke with said that they feel safe in the school. They know that
their teachers will always take care of them. Pupils agree that their teachers’
expectations of them are fair and helpful. They said that they do not worry about
bullying because staff sort issues out straight away.
What does the school do well and what does it need to do better?
The school provides pupils with a good quality of education. Leaders ensure that pupils
achieve strongly across subjects. Pupil’s personal development is a strength of the
school, which teachers promote well through a wide range of opportunities to develop
pupils’ talents and interests.
Leaders’ plans for the curriculum are clear in what the pupils need to know and
remember. This helps the teachers to plan lessons in a logical order. In most subjects,
this works well. For instance, in science, Year 1 pupils used their knowledge of
temperature to thoughtfully decide what clothes to wear in the different seasons.
Leaders have clear plans for history and geography but the curriculum in these
subjects is not as successful as in most other subjects so pupils do not always gain the
knowledge they need to be successful.
Leaders have put reading at the centre of the curriculum. Teachers are well trained in
phonics. By following the school’s programme, they ensure that all pupils succeed in
learning their phonics. Teachers keep a close check on how the pupils are learning. If
a pupil needs extra help, they get this immediately. In a reading session, the Year 1
teacher ensured that pupils used their phonics skills to read some challenging
words. As the pupils move through school, they become fluent readers. However, a
small number of boys in Years 4 and 5 struggle to read accurately. These boys have
some useful reading skills but find little pleasure in reading.
The mathematics curriculum is a strength of the school. Teachers help pupils to
develop the mathematical knowledge that they need. For instance, pupils have a good
understanding of calculation. They know their multiplication tables. They use this
knowledge to tackle challenging mathematical problems.
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Leaders provide pupils with activities to support them in developing as confident,
resilient and independent individuals. The school provides effective support for pupils
and staff in their mental health.
The physical education curriculum is a strength of the school. Pupils have many
opportunities to enjoy physical activity and learn about healthy living.
Teachers are successful in helping pupils with special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND) to learn. They set work for pupils at the right level of challenge.
Pupils with social communication difficulties and autism spectrum disorder in the
specially resourced provision for pupils with SEND gain confidence and progress well.
Leaders, including governors, support and motivate the staff. All work as part of a
committed team. Leaders ensure that parents and carers are welcome to visit the
school. Parents are confident to talk to their children’s teachers if they need to. The
school community works together to ensure that pupils succeed in their education.
Children get off to a good start in the early years. Staff are successful in ensuring that
the children feel safe and confident. After only five days in school, the Nursery
children showed much independence. All the children were happy, learning with
their friends in a stimulating environment and through a well-planned curriculum.
From the day that children start at the school, staff work hard to develop children’s
early speaking skills and their awareness of letter sounds. This helps children to learn
to read and write well. Children develop good early mathematics skills. They are well
equipped and ready to move into Year 1.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
The staff are well trained in safeguarding. They know what to do if they have any
concerns about a pupil.
Leaders and staff give safeguarding a high priority. Leaders act immediately on any
concerns brought to their attention. They work successfully with other agencies and
the local authority to ensure that all pupils get the help that they need. Leaders and
staff support pupils’ mental health well. Pupils benefit from lessons on how to keep
themselves healthy and safe.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and the appropriate authority)
◼ Pupils achieve well in the foundation subjects. For example, the well-planned
curriculum in science is helping pupils to build their understanding of scientific
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vocabulary and knowledge. However, the school needs to ensure that pupils
acquire all of the agreed knowledge in history and geography.
◼ At key stage 2, a small number of disadvantaged boys are not decoding words
effectively and lack fluency in their reading. These pupils are not sufficiently
motivated in reading lessons. Leaders should ensure that they evaluate the
curriculum for these boys and adapt reading activities to meet their needs.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details
Unique reference number

131848

Local authority

Oldham

Inspection number

10087852

Type of school

Primary

School category

Voluntary aided

Age range of pupils

3 to 11

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

234

Appropriate authority

The governing body

Chair of governing body

Janet Wright

Headteacher

Hilary Henderson

Website

www.stpauls-school.co.uk/

Date of previous inspection

21–22 March 2017

Information about this school
◼ The school was previously inspected in March 2017, when it was judged to
require improvement.
◼ The school is a voluntary-aided Church of England school.
◼ The school houses a specially resourced provision for pupils with speech,
communication and language difficulties and autism spectrum disorder. Pupils
transfer to this unit from schools across Oldham and, when they arrive, they join
the roll at St Paul’s.

Information about this inspection
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.
◼ During the inspection, the inspectors met with the headteacher. There were
meetings with the deputy headteacher and members of the senior team. We met
with members of the governing body, including the chair of governors. Also, we
met with a representative from the local authority.
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◼ As part of the inspection, we looked in detail at reading, mathematics, science
and history. This involved a meeting with each subject leader, visits to classrooms,
speaking with pupils and teachers, and looking at the work in pupils’ books.
◼ To inspect safeguarding, we looked at safeguarding and child protection policies.
We reviewed the school’s record of checks on the suitability of staff and
governors. There was a meeting with the designated safeguarding leader. We
spoke to staff and pupils about keeping safe.
◼ In making additional judgements, inspectors listened to pupils read, scrutinised
their work and talked informally with pupils during breaktimes. The views of
pupils were also considered during more formal discussions with inspectors.
◼ The 32 responses made by pupils to Ofsted’s pupil questionnaire were considered.
The opinions of staff were considered through formal and informal discussion.
There were 14 responses from staff to Ofsted’s questionnaire. The 24 views
expressed by parents in the Ofsted online questionnaire, Parent View, were
examined. A meeting was held with a group of parents.
Inspection team
Andrew Morley, lead inspector

Ofsted Inspector

Doreen Davenport

Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2019
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