Reading
at
Home

Guidance to help your child read
Everyday activities to help your child with comprehension skills


Play ‘I’ spy. This is a great way of showing that every word begins with a letter sound.



Talk about the cover and read the title before rushing into the text.



Encourage your child to point and read signs, notices and labels when shopping, at
the park etc.



Ask questions such as ‘What do you think it will be about?’ Talk about the characters,
plot and author.



When they first start to read make sure they point to each word and do not omit
any. Ensure they understand the directionality of reading left to right.



Join the local library and use it regularly.



Allow your child to re-read a favourite text as this encourages a love of books and
helps them to develop confidence.



Concentrate on enjoying the meaning of the book rather than accuracy.



Sessions need to be regular and not too long. Focus on quality not quantity.



Check that your child is really following what they are reading by asking them to
retell the story in their own words.

Do not correct your child too quickly. If they make an error suggest ways to decode the
word such as sounding out and blending, using picture cues, thinking of the meaning – will
that word fit or make sense?
Do not make it an onerous task by getting your child to sound out every word as this
interferes with the meaning.
Encourage good phrasing and intonation by modelling how some of the story should sound.
Fluency should be developed from the beginning.
Encourage your child to make up stories and plays with their friends. This is an excellent way
to develop their linguistic skills.
Use magnetic letters on the fridge to spell tricky words and key words. Ask your child to find
them.
If your child is really struggling, take over the reading and let the teacher know...a child
should never feel they are failing.
Keep reading time relaxed, comfortable and pleasurable. It should be a quiet time with the
television OFF!
The most important thing you can do for your child is to

PRAISE! PRAISE! PRAISE! 

Websites that may be of interest:HELPING YOUR CHILD TO READ
http://www.booktime.org.uk/Families/Family-Reading
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/work/primary/ literacy/reading_help.shtml
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/parents/readingtips.aspx
http://jollylearning.co.uk/parent-teacher-guide/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/ literacy.html#3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/
http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics_games.html

Reading Ideas and Tips for Parents
How can I help my child become a happy, confident reader?
Reading regularly with your child is one of the best ways that you can help your child to be a
successful learner throughout school and beyond. Support from home is crucial for children
to succeed in becoming keen and fluent readers who love books and all that books have to
offer.










Read with your child each day
Regular short reading sessions are much more effective than fewer longer sessions
Make a regular reading routine and stick to it
Make the reading session a positive, fun time when your child can enjoy your full
attention
Be a role model for your child - your child needs to see you reading too!
Raise the profile of reading in your home. Have family reading time, make books
special, create a special place for reading
Read a range of genre together
Read books that your child wants to read or hear
Tap into their interests and read children’s magazines, non-fiction, comics, websites,
recipes, and instructions as well as stories






Have family visits to the library
Keep reading bedtime stories to engender your child’s love of books
Sing action rhymes and songs
Enjoy special reading times with your child - you are making a difference

How can I help my child read their book from school?
Before you begin to read the book together





Look at the front cover and ask your child to guess what the story might be about
Read the synopsis on the back (if there is one)
Set a question in your child’s mind before they begin to read - for example, ‘See if
you can find out why Tom is so excited in the story’
Allow your child to flick through the pictures first

Whilst you are reading the book together




Encourage your child to read
Remember praise, praise, praise!
Give your child time to sound out and blend - they need more processing time than
you might

Imagine












Look at the first letter/s in the word, encourage your child to make the sound
Encourage them to sound the word out, spotting digraphs (two letters that make
one sound) as they go
Break the word in to chunks if it is a long word.
Give your child time to blend the sounds together to make the word. If they cannot,
say the sounds clearly and see if they can blend them together when they hear you
say them
Help them re-read from the beginning of the sentence, so that they do not forget
what the sentence is about
If it is a tricky word that cannot be sounded out or your child cannot read it, try
reading ahead to the end of the sentence. Can they work out the word from the
context?
Sometimes, you may need to tell your child the word so that they can carry on with
the story and so that they do not get frustrated or bored
Do performance reading, have fun with the characters’ voices as this will encourage
your child to use expression when they become more fluent
Talk about the story together
Talk about the characters. For example: What sort of person is she? How do you
think she feels? Why did he do that? What would you do if you were him?
Talk about the events. What has happened in the story so far? What do you think is
going to happen next? If you were the author, how would you end the story?



Ask your child different sorts of questions. These could be...

Literal (an understanding of what is explicitly stated in the text) eg: What did each little pig
use to build his house?
Inferential (going beyond the literal to draw inferences, using prior experience): eg: why
are the pigs afrai of the wolf.
Evaluative (making a judgement or interpretation, giving an opinion): eg: Do you think this
is a true story? Why?


Discuss the language. What interesting or new words have you spotted?

After reading the book together





Relate events in the story to your child’s own experiences. For example, can you
remember when you went to the party?
Ask your child if they liked or disliked the book and ask them to tell you why.
Who was your favourite character and why?
Have we read any other stories by the same author?

Remember to praise your child for their efforts and for the
progress that they are making.

