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 Saint Thomas More Catholic Voluntary Academy

10th December 2019

Dear Parents/Carers,

As we light the 2nd candle of the Advent wreath, it is a reminder of peace during this busy season.  How will you prepare for Jesus today?


Menphys
Well done to all of the children who sang at the Menphys Carol concert.  You were all amazing and a special well done to Imu for singing a solo. 
Safeguarding
The safeguarding of our children is priority at school. Please can I remind parents that if children come into school via the office that you do not let other people in through the opened door.  It is vital that the office staff are aware of all visitors in school.  If you need to speak to a teacher, please speak to the office staff who will be more than happy to help you.  


Christmas Calendar
This is now on sale from the school office at £10. 



Christmas Theatre Trip on FRIDAY
On Friday 13th December the whole school will be going to the Peepul Centre for our annual Christmas trip- all children will need a packed lunch. We are so lucky that this is completely funded by the Friends.  Children should wear school uniform and bring a filled named water bottle. 

Christmas Charity
This Advent we are hoping to support two local charities - Emmaus and Action Homeless.  Both charities support people who have been affected by homelessness.  Our mission as a Catholic school is to encourage and support our young people to see charitable giving as part of our vocation as a Christian community.
We are hoping to fill gift bags with items which might be of use to the people who use these charities over Christmas. We would like to invite the children to bring in items from home from the list below.  Please drop them in at the office where they will be packed into gift bags and distributed at the end of term.
Items suggested:
Toiletries - for men (mostly - but we do need a few for women) Shower gel, shampoo, toothpaste, tooth brush, moisturising cream, bubble bath etc,,,
Hats
Gloves
Scarves
Treats - chocolate, sweets (no alcohol)
And any gift bags you might have going spare. Recycled in very good conditioned are welcomed. Thank you.

Christmas plays
Well done to the Foundation stage 2 children and team who put on a very entertaining Nativity.
Key Stage 1 Nativity is today at 1.45 and again on Wednesday 11th December at 9.15

Photographs
At the Christmas production it is a fabulous opportunity to take photographs and sometimes videos as your child/children perform.  When you come in to watch you will be asked if you are taking photographs to sign to say that photographs/videos involving other children will not be shared on social media.  

Also, when you are taking photographs or videos can you please be considerate of other adults who are trying to watch the performance by not standing or blocking the views of others.  It can also be very off putting for the children when they are trying so hard to remember their lines and songs to see lots of phones and videos.  We will give opportunities for photographs at the end of the plays and thank you for your cooperation with this.

Christmas Dinner
Christmas dinner will be on Thursday 12th December.   Children can come to school in a Christmas jumper and we will be asking for £1 donation for Save the Children.

Year 4 parents
There will be a brief meeting on Wednesday 11th December at 3.30 to discuss the Multiplication tests that will take place at the end of Year 4.  

Christmas Shopping
So just a little reminder that any Christmas shopping you do online please make sure you shop via Easyfundraising. It doesn't cost you a thing but it raises pennies and pounds for the school!
If you're not already signed up to Easyfundraising then it's really simple. Follow the link below to set up your account and support our cause.
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/1VFTQH
Every time you shop online just start via the Easyfundraising website to find your retailer and you'll raise money when you make your purchases.
It's fundraising made easy, and free.
A chance to win ...

It’s time to enter the #easyfundraising Advent Calendar! You could WIN prizes for yourself and donations for The Friends of St Thomas More - Leicester EVERY DAY until Christmas. PLUS, on Christmas Day someone will win £5,000 to spend at John Lewis & Partners and a £5,000 donation! Just click today’s window – it’s free to enter!
http://efraising.org/1cs7vuJ4O4

Happy Shopping!
The Friends of St Thomas More

Afterschool club
This club closes at 5.30.  Children must be collected by that time.  If families are persistently late to collect this may mean you will lose your place in the afterschool club.  We will be sending out a letter outlining the terms and conditions of the afterschool club for you to sign shortly.
Twitter & Website
The twitter feed is now on our website so you can all keep up to date with the exciting things happening in Advent 2.

God bless, 

Mrs Crosse



Dates for the diary- Advent term

	Tuesday 10th December
	1.45 KS1 nativity

	Wednesday 11th December 
	9.15 KS1 nativity
2pm rocksteady concert
3.30- Year 4 parents Multiplication meeting

	Thursday 12th December
	10am Drop in mass TP class
Christmas Jumper and Christmas dinner day 
£1 donation for Save the Children

	Friday 13th December
	Whole school theatre trip to the Peepul Centre- funded by the Friends

	Monday 16th December- Wednesday 18th December
	Year 6 residential to the Briars

	Thursday 19th December
	End of term mass

	Friday 20th December
	NO AFTERSCHOOL CLUBS today
2.30pm School closes for Christmas

	School closed for the Christmas Holiday
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