School Reopening Roadmap re Covid19
12/5/2020 update
Implementation of ‘Phase 2’ (reopening to priority year groups possibly in June)
As expected, the Prime Minister gave a general announcement on Sunday evening and the
DfE guidance was released on Monday afternoon. Over the last 24 hours we have been
analysing hundreds of pages across a number of brand new documents and continuously
debating and modelling the guidance to create fine detail for implementation at Ladygrove.
The guidance is thorough but not exhaustive. We would have hoped to start sharing plans
with you now but the guidance raises some questions which have to be further addressed
by educational experts on our behalf. For example, we need assurances of the thinking
behind relaxing social distancing in schools while also not needing to wear face coverings,
even though this is a strengthened expectation in general society.
This further debate with the government might cause the guidance to be revised or at least
to be clarified, on the basis of the science. We will stand firm on prioritising health
implications when making final decisions.
For this reason, we will wait until the next response and clarification before communicating
final decisions and we will immediately update you on what is known as Phase 2 (the
possible June limited reopening to Year 6, Nursery, Reception and Year 1).
Other Term 6 Matters
Reports
Teachers begin to write reports on their children from Term 5 onwards. These are sent to
you in July. This year we will send out end of year reports as normal but the format will be
different. Due to the usual process of typesetting, writing and proofreading being
completely offsite and the more limited amount of subject content, we opted to make the
report a more basic format. It will appear as a long letter with title headings for each of the
subjects which have been covered at school. The content such as subject progress and next
steps will remain the same.
Residential and Trip Refunds
We held on as long as possible but it is clear now that no trips will take place (including
swimming and residentials). As stated previously, our intention is to refund trips. We can
only refund when we ourselves obtain the refund from the organisations involved. This is
often not straightforward- we don’t simply have a pot of contributed money from which we
repay. We are having to chase various companies and insurance companies for it. Be
assured that refunds will be with you as soon as we obtain them.
Exams
Schools have been told to use predicted grades and progress monitoring to assign grades for
pupils in the absence of any formal tests this year. In primary school progress is monitored
like this anyway until the SATs at Year 6. In years other than Year 6, teachers use tests as
one factor in their overall judgement for each pupil. This will be the same this year, all
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teachers will use what they know to make a judgement on pupils’ progress up until
lockdown started. We are also lucky that we happened to undertake the mid year
assessment week across school just before we went into lockdown and therefore have solid
information going forward.
Year 6 Exams and transition
For Year 6 the SATs would have been their first formal national test which would give them
an outcome based on whether they achieved the expected level. Parents with older siblings
may remember that pupils used to be given grades between 3 and 6. This system was
superseded nationally 4 years ago. It now simply records whether a child reached the
‘expected level for Year 6’ or not. Year 6 teachers will be giving these provisional outcomes
to Year 6 for the end of this year however, you can rest assured that this is only a very minor
part of their transition to secondary. Secondary schools all retest pupils in Year 7 (usually
called CATs), there is an in depth transfer online transfer process during which the schools
talk to each other and share information. This has been taking place as normal during lock
down and will continue until the pupils go to secondary. Furthermore, sometimes dialogue
continues between schools into Year 7 if necessary. The link is strong.
Critical worker onsite childcare
If you previously signed up with us as a critical worker you still have the right to take a place
using our emergency childcare, if there is no other way to look after your child at home. If
you need to do this, email the office- you will be asked standard questions so we can verify
your suitability. As stated again by the prime minister, this child care is still only open to
critical workers and vulnerable children, unfortunately this does not include parents who
are now being required by their work to attend the workplace. This system remains in place
to ensure numbers remain low at the school and social distancing can continue to be carried
out effectively at this time. If your workplace puts pressure on you to argue for child care at
the school please direct them to the DfE. The DfE will officially repeat this position for them.
Contact
Please remember that the school office is running entirely virtually, please email
office.2609@ladygrove-park.oxon.sch.uk with any urgent queries or relevant updates to
personal circumstances.

