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End of Term
School will close today for the Summer Holidays. Although we cannot all be together for the end of this academic
year, and spend the week celebrating as we would usually do, we still want to let you all know how proud you make
us.
It has been an interesting and challenging year in many ways and the support from our pupils, families and the
community has ensured our whole Higham team has flourished right to the end of the year.
We would like to thank our community for all the effort, hard work and support you have offered to each other and
our school.
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all our Year 6 pupils the very best for their future endeavours and
hope that they come back and visit us to tell us about all the new things they are doing.
We hope that you have a lovely summer holiday and that you are able to recharge your batteries. We look forward
to seeing you all again at the start of the new school year.

Autumn Term 2020
The government have said that all children will return to school for the Autumn Term. We intend to open for all
children on Wednesday 26th August. We will of course continue to follow all government guidelines and will keep
you updated via newsletter, emails and text messages. We aim to have a clear proposal in place and will inform you
of procedures in August. In the meantime, here are a few details we are in a position to share:
• Uniform will be worn by all children. It is the parent’s responsibility to maintain the cleanliness of the uniform during the
school week. This can be done by ensuring that children change out of their uniform IMMEDIATELY they get home and by
regular washing.
• Children will wear their PE kit to school on the days that they have PE. This will enable washing of uniform at home and
further reduce the spread of germs in school.
• ALL clothing must be labelled clearly with the child’s name. Children will be expected to be responsible for their
belongings and to take them home daily. School staff will not be responsible for handling lost property.
• Packed lunches will be provided for children entitled to free school meals and also those in EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2
entitled to Universal Infant Meals. All other children will need to bring their own packed lunch. There will be no hot meal
service.
• All children will need a named, filled water bottle. Please wash and refill each day.
• Staggered start and finish times are likely to continue although these may be different to those currently in place.
• Children will be grouped in whole class bubbles.
• We are planning a “recovery curriculum” that will identify and address the greatest needs of our children upon return to
school.
• Breakfast Club will not be open as this would cause contamination across bubbles.
• A reduced after school provision will be offered to ensure class bubbles are maintained

We hope this goes some way towards reassuring you that we will be ready to receive all children in August. It is
important to reiterate the government’s instruction that attendance will be mandatory and failure to attend will
incur the usual penalties, unless your child has specific health needs and are required to continue shielding.
We thank you for your continued support throughout these unusual and difficult times. We are incredibly proud of
the resilience and determination shown by our children. We cannot wait to welcome them back into school and to
support them educationally, socially and emotionally.
Proverbs 22:6 - Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.
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Contact Details
If your contact details change over the summer holidays please inform us by emailing the school office so that you
continue to receive any and all information you need with regards to arrangements for the Autumn Term. Our email
address is office@stsimonandstjude.leics.sch.uk
In School News
This week school has been open to children from EYFS, Year 1 and Year 6. They have been doing lots of fun activities
whilst following the guidance on social distancing. They have followed all the rules, routines and procedures and
have shown such a sensible and responsible attitude towards all of the challenges which were in place for them – all
with a smile on their faces. We are all proud of you.

Home Learning News
Thank you to everyone who has sent us pictures of their home learning this week. You have all shown us what
determined and conscientious pupils you are. You have demonstrated incredible resilience and flexibility. The work
you have produced has been wonderful. We thoroughly enjoy looking at our Twitter feed each day and seeing all the
fantastic things you have done.

Proverbs 22:6 - Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.
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School Meals
We have been advised by Leicestershire County Council that all paid for school meals will increase to £2.30 each
from the Autumn Term.

Summer Reading Challenge 2020: Leicestershire Libraries are Going Digital!
Leicestershire Libraries are delivering the all-new Digital Only Summer Reading Challenge from The Reading Agency
this summer so that they can reach as many children and families as possible. You can sign up your child at
sillysquad.org.uk

Hinckley and Boswoth Borough Council Summer Activities
Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council have put together a summer activities brochure which you may find useful.
To view this brochure please follow this link: https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/weaversclose/UploadedDocument/23a320b04dfd4dc385d6bd0bcdd43d7d/summer-activities-2020.pdf

Dates for your diary
Friday 10 July– School Closes for the summer holidays
Wednesday 26th August 8.45am – School Opens for the Autumn Term – Arrangements to be confirmed
Monday 31st August – School closed for August Bank Holiday
Friday 16th October 3.15pm - School Closes for Autumn Half Term
Monday 26th October 8.45am – School Opens for the second half of the Autumn Term
Friday 18th December 3.15pm – School Closes for the Christmas Holidays
Tuesday 5th January 2021 8.45am – School Opens for the Spring Term
th

Twitter
For lots of information about what is happening please follow us on twitter @highamDLAT.

Proverbs 22:6 - Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.
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Internet Safety

For more information visit https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
Proverbs 22:6 - Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.
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Letter from NHS Hospitals Leicester
06 July 2020
To all the school staff, children and their families,
On behalf of everyone working in our hospitals, I would like to offer a heartfelt thank you for the support you, your
colleagues, pupils and their families have shown us.
We have been overwhelmed by the colourful pictures, cards, letters and claps! It has given us the strength to work
through some very challenging times. Thank you for taking the time to think of us, it means the world.
We recognise how difficult the last few months have been for everyone. As teachers, the way you have had to adapt
to help support children both in and out of school settings must have been incredibly challenging. Well done for your
perseverance!
For the children, I’m sure you’re missing playtimes and friends; I want you to know that we think you are the
superheroes of this Coronavirus story because of how well you have dealt with all the changes you’ve had to go
through at home and at school. At the hospital we say ‘not all heroes wear capes’ and that’s because people like you
don’t need a cape to do really great things that make the world a better place to be.
And to the parents and carers, you have been looking after your child through an incredibly unsettling time, a time
where you will have had your own fears and pressures too. If you are a keyworker parent or carer you may not have
experienced this rare period of extended family time. If you’ve been at home, you’ll have been juggling home-school
with all of life’s other responsibilities. Each has challenges but you have all risen to them and I’m sure your children
look up to you in admiration for everything you are doing. As do I.
I hope you all know you’ve done all you could. Moreover, I want you to know the sacrifices you continue to make
have enabled us to provide care to hundreds of people when they needed it most. Make no mistake, you have saved
lives.
Holding the memory of the lives lost, we know there is much work still to do. But as a community I am confident we
will come through this challenging time together, and emerge stronger for it. If you need us, we’re still here for you,
just as you have been there for us.
Warmest wishes,
Rebecca
Rebecca Brown
Acting Chief Executive

Proverbs 22:6 - Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.

