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CHRISTMAS CARDS: Today was the last
day for children to bring in Christmas
cards for their friends in the same year
group. Please do not send any more in
next week.
STAFF NEWS
We have lovely news to tell you, Mrs Davies will be
leaving us for a while at the end of term as she is
expecting a baby. As Owl Class parents already know,
after Christmas their teacher will be Miss Moodley.
We are sorry to say that Mr Jones is still unwell, but we
hope to have him back with us soon. Nightingale parents
should already have received a letter about this - let us
know if not.
We will welcome Mr Melling to work with Kingfisher
class part time after Christmas, and are delighted to
have Mrs King back with us in Heron Class.
We will sadly say goodbye next week to Mrs Price from
Heron Class and Mrs Ward from Kingfisher Class. They
have been fantastic members of Team Watermore, and
we will all miss them greatly. We wish them well for the
future.
LAST DAY OF TERM
Recently the government announced an optional school
closure on Friday 18th December. This could be a training day or a day of home learning for the children. The
reason for this was to ensure that the 6 days between
the end of term and Christmas, which are key to any
track and trace requirements, do not impact on Christmas Eve. School leaders are ‘on call’ during this time in
case we have any reported cases.
We feel this is very short notice to make such an
announcement. It puts undue pressure on staff at a busy
time of year, not to mention the negative impact on
parents who would need to make new child care
arrangements for the day. Life has already been stressful
enough due to the pandemic!
So we are not making any changes to our current plans
and school will remain open as expected until 3.20pm on
Friday 18th December. Our other local schools are doing
the same.
While we are staying open in part to support working
parents, we fully understand families’ circumstances and
will support the decisions that you make to help to keep
your family safe at the end of term.

MESSAGE FROM MISS
HODGE
It is a real privilege to have
been asked to lead your
fantastic school as Acting
Headteacher from January
and I am very much looking forward to getting to
know the children and
families in your community. Mrs Hoyle and Mr Hotchin have
been extremely generous with their time, giving me lots of
information about what makes Watermore such a great
school as well as discussing possible future priorities – time
which has been invaluable in familiarizing myself with
Watermore.
I have seventeen years’ experience of working in schools,
including teaching in Key Stages 1 and 2. Much of this time has
also been as a senior leader in different roles: as Special
Educational Needs Coordinator, as Deputy Headteacher and,
over the last academic year, as Acting Headteacher (until the
substantive head teacher’s return in September). The
opportunity now to join the brilliant team at Watermore is
one that I relish.
Outside of school, I love walking my dog and am a keen
runner - I am very impressed to hear of your 10k fundraiser!
Fingers crossed that events like this will be able to resume
before long.
Wishing you all a very merry Christmas and a healthy and
happy new year,
Abigail Hodge
New advice from the NHS
Urgent, but not life threatening medical needs
Last week, NHS England and NHS Improvement launched the
next phase of the latest ‘Help Us, Help You’ campaign which
focuses on the NHS 111 service as a new way to access A&E/
Emergency Departments.
The aim of this campaign will be to direct
people to use NHS 111 first when they have an urgent but not
life-threatening medical need, rather than going straight to A&E. If the patient needs urgent
care, NHS 111 can now book them in to be
seen quickly and safely in A&E/Emergency
Departments.

HELP FOR FAMILIES IN FINANCIAL HARDSHIP
Last call! We still have a little money left to help out families in financial hardship at the
moment. We have had very few requests from the parents of younger year groups.
Please have a word with your child’s teacher or send us an email if you would prefer to
ask us this way. Let us know by next Tuesday please.

