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Dear Parents and Carers,
We hope that this newsletter finds you well during what is undoubtedly a difficult time for
everyone in our school community. Since the beginning of this most recent lockdown, the staff
have really enjoyed seeing the fantastic learning that the children are doing at home and feeding
back to us through Teams and Seesaw. They have also really enjoyed using Teams to meet daily
with their classes, which has provided another level of connection during this period of partial
school closure. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the fantastic job that you
are doing at home in supporting your children with their learning. The DFE have asked all schools
to provide a set amount of learning per day for Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 so that is what we, as
a school, have set out to provide. That said, the message remains the same as always, please just
do what you can, especially in the difficult circumstances we find ourselves in currently.
Remote Learning
This week, staff in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 will continue to use Teams to provide prerecorded and live sessions for the children across the school and will be evolving the use of Teams
to include assignments (please note some classes have already been trialling assignments). The
assignments will be tailored to match the age of the children and may be in the form of a mini quiz
or set as a larger assignment with worksheets to download or fill in. Your child’s class teacher will
talk through how to complete the assignment during the morning registration on the day that the
assignment is scheduled. Setting the learning in this way will allow the teachers to make really
accurate assessments around the children’s understanding and help them to give incisive feedback
and tailor intervention. Please continue to upload examples of the other learning your children are
completing at home to Seesaw.
The staff and children in FS2 will continue to use Teams for the live elements of remote learning
and Seesaw for sharing other learning opportunities.
Technology
Over the last 2 weeks we have been making technology available to families with little or no
technology available for supporting with remote learning. If you are still in a position where by you
are struggling to access the remote learning offer for this reason please contact the school office
and we will be pleased to see how we may be able to support further. Please let us know if you do
not have enough technology available as well, as we are now in a position to offer additional
technology to families who may have more than one child and not enough technology. We will need
to look at each request on a case by case basis and prioritise those families where the need is
greatest.

Key Worker Bubbles
The school continues to remain open to the children of Critical Workers and to vulnerable children.
The number of children attending has slowly but steadily been increasing and we are now at or
close to capacity on most days. Before contacting the school to ask for a place, we ask that you
first consider whether you are able to safely keep your child at home. We understand that this
may be difficult but our priority has to be the safety of those still accessing the school site. A
huge thank you for your help with this request in advance.
Lateral Flow Testing
This week lateral flow testing has been introduced for primary schools across the country. The
testing is for school staff only and is being rolled out on an optional basis. Staff that opt in will
test twice a week using a lateral flow test, receiving the result 30 minutes after selfadministering the test. The tests have been introduced to detect asymptomatic individuals that
may be unknowingly carrying the virus. In the event of a positive test, we will work closely with
Public Health England to conduct a thorough risk assessment and follow their advice and guidance.
Lateral flow testing is an additional measure put in place to try and break the chain of
transmissions and ensure the safety of everyone on the school site – it will not replace any other
elements of our risk assessment.
Webinars for parents
Pickwick Academy Trust have teamed up with Nicola Pearson, who runs “Minds of Wonder” to
provide a series of short webinars for parents and carers. The first of the webinars is called
“Resilience for Learning and Well-being”, and will last approximately 45 minutes followed by Q&A
session. For further information on this series of webinars please see the letter sent to all
parents on Thursday 21 January.
Nicola Pearson has also teamed up with Steph Campbell, a local secondary school teacher and a
Queen’s Crescent parent, to deliver an online workshop for parents on how to encourage growth
mindset in their children, as well as considering their own mindset. The workshop is an interactive
hour long session to be held on Saturday 13th February. To sign up for the workshop click on the
following link How to Develop a Growth Mindset in Children.
Initial Teacher Training
At our school we recognise that part of our role is in training the teachers of the future and so
are very proud to say that we work with Pickwick Learning to provide a school-centred training
route into teaching. Our school is one of a growing number of partnership schools working with
Pickwick to provide placements for trainee teachers in 2021-2022.
If you would like to train to become a teacher and would like to do so through Pickwick Learning,
please use their website to find out all about our School Direct programme.
To be eligible you will need a degree and English, Maths and Science GCSEs at grade C (level 4) or
above.
Find: https://find-postgraduate-teacher-training.education.gov.uk/
Apply: https://www.apply-for-teacher-training.service.gov.uk/candidate

For more information on Initial Teacher Training (ITT) please visit the Pickwick Learning website
www.pltsa.co.uk/school-direct-itt, come along to a Pickwick Introduction Meet and Greet sessions
or contact:
Amy Tapscott (Director, Pickwick Learning and School Direct PGCE ITT Lead):
e: atapscott@pickwickacademytrust.co.uk t: 01249 712387

James Essam
Head of School
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