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To Parents/Carers

Dear Parent/Carer

16 April 2021

Thank you for your continued support for the national and local measures that you have taken in
your households to reduce the spread of Covid-19.
From local media, you already know that the infection rates across the county as a whole have
continued to decline and we know that this is because almost all are following government guidance.
Currently, however, Nottinghamshire still remains above the England average and indeed the
Mansfield district has infection rates that are amongst the highest in the country.
As the lockdown is eased, the commitment and vigilance of everyone across Nottinghamshire is still
needed. This means everyone needs to carry on with the Hands, Face, Space rules, only meet
others outdoors in a group of six or two households – and even then, keeping a distance of 2 metres.
It means following the rules for any shop, hairdresser, pub, restaurant or gym we visit. As ever, if
you have symptoms of Covid-19, it is essential that you get a free PCR test and isolate immediately.
We would also recommend people who do not display symptoms should get tested twice every week.
Up to one third of people carrying the virus do not have symptoms so getting tested is an important
way of defending ourselves, our families and communities from an early resurgence. You can find
information about this here.
Please be aware that financial support for some families is being coordinated by the District Councils.
From 28 September 2020, if you are on a low income, and are asked to self-isolate by NHS Test
and Trace, you may be entitled to a one-off payment of £500 from the Government's Test and Trace
Support Payment Scheme. From 8 March 2021, this scheme has been extended to include parents
and guardians of children/young people who are not legally required to self-isolate themselves but
they need to take time off work to care for a child or young person who has been told to self-isolate.
The District and Borough councils within Nottinghamshire will issue the £500 payment to those who
apply and are entitled to it. (Details can be found on District & Borough council websites) In addition,
Nottinghamshire County Council coordinates the Nottinghamshire Coronavirus Community Support
Hub which outlines the Social and Humanitarian Support that is available in the County.
If you or anyone in your household tests positive it is really important, and a legal obligation, that you
and your household and bubble self-isolate immediately. Refusing to self-isolate is a breach of the
Covid-19 legislation and could result in financial penalties.
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Your headteacher and all who work in schools are doing all that they can to provide Covid secure
learning for your children. We want you to support them by playing your part too. Whilst lockdown
is easing, we are asking you as parents and carers to continue to ensure that your children and
young people observe government guidance. We understand in some places there may be young
people congregating in public areas in groups of more than 6, representing a potential risk of
spreading the virus. This risks further interruption to the education of our children and young people
which will inevitably impact on the wider household when children are required to self-isolate.
This week headteachers will be reminding parents and carers about their school specific
arrangements. Please do all that you can to support your headteacher and school community by
supporting the arrangements that are in place at your school.
Yours faithfully

COLIN PETTIGREW
Corporate Director
Children, Young People and Schools
Nottinghamshire County Council

JONATHAN GRIBBIN
Director of Public Health
Nottinghamshire County Council

