Private Cyril Allison, 19/154
11th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment
Died, 24th August 1916
Buried, Etaples Military Cemetery, France
Son of John William and Jane Allison
Cyril Allison was born at Boston Spa in 1896 to parents John William, Landlord of the Crown Hotel, Church Street and Jane Allison.
The youngest of five children, the 1911 Census records that Jane was now assisting her husband in the business, whilst Cyril is recorded as being in full time education.
Enlistment
With the absence of any surviving service documents, an analysis of the number issued to Cyril is required to estimate a date of enlistment. The number issued places the date of enlistment as about November 1915, Soldiers Died In The Great War recording his place of enlistment as Leeds.
Enlisting in the 19th Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment, the battalion was formed from the amalgamation of the Depot Companies of the 15th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment (Leeds ‘Pals’) and the 17th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment (Leeds ‘Bantams’).
The 19th Battalion, later re-designated as the 88th Training Reserve Battalion in September 1916, would act as a ‘feeder’ unit, supplying drafts to the battalions of the West Yorkshire Regiment as and when they were needed. Prior to being posted to the Western Front, Cyril would be posted to Clipstone Camp, located near Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, here, along with his fellow soldiers, he would have received his basic training, prior to being posted overseas.
Posted To The 11th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment
The 11th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment were formed at York in October 1914. Contained in the 69th Infantry Brigade, 23rd Division, the division landed in France in August 1915, the West Yorkshire’s arriving at Le Havre on the 26th, Officer Commanding, Lieutenant-Colonel Francis Willie Evatt.
Taking part in the ill fated Battle of Loos in September, their first casualty to fall on the Western Front, Private William Henry Summers, 13600, fell on the 23rd September, killed by shrapnel whilst on sentry duty.
The remainder of 1915 would witness the battalion, in division, holding the Bois Grenier Sector, south of Armentieres, and here they would remain in torrid conditions as the winter of 1915 set in. Moving southwards in late February 1916, the 23rd Division now took up positions in the Souchez Sector, north of Arras, in the shadow of the famous Vimy Ridge. In early June the battalion found itself in training for the forthcoming Allied offensive, later in the month entraining for Longueau, south of Amiens, to play their part in the Battle of the Somme.
Cyril joined the 11th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment at some period in 1916. Sadly, there is a lack of the recording of drafts to the battalion in the pages of the War Diary. One can assume though that before being posted to his allocated unit, Cyril would have undergone a further period of more specialised training at the 33rd Infantry Base Depot located at Etaples, near Boulogne. Before being posted overseas however, Cyril would have received the sad new that his mother had passed away on the 15th March, 1916, aged 64 years. It was no doubt with a heavy heart and with no chance of a visit home, that Cyril prepared himself for what was yet to come. If there was some comfort to be found on joining the ranks of the 11th West Yorkshire’s, he would find himself  serving along with one ‘pal’ from the village of Boston Spa, Private George Robinson, 13810, who had served with the battalion from the outset. 
Somme
As the Battle of the Somme commenced on the 1st July 1916, Cyril and the men of the 11th West Yorkshire’s by route of march, left the small village of Coisy, located to the north of Amiens and proceeded into billets located at Baizieux to the west of Albert. On the following day the battalion, now commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Michael  G.H. Barker, departed Baizieux and proceeded to bivouac just outside the town of Albert.
Orders were now received from 3rd Corps Headquarters to place one brigade at the disposal of the 34th Division, the latter division having suffered severe casualties on the first day of the offensive. The 69th Infantry Brigade were assigned this detail and during the 3rd July the battalion marched to Becourt Wood to the east of Albert and commenced a relief of the 16th Royal Scots, 101st Infantry Brigade, 34th Division, in the former German system of trenches known as Scots Redoubt, located to the north of Fricourt.
On the 4th July, an attack was commenced by the 9th Yorkshire Regiment (Green Howards) on enemy trenches south of the village of Contalmaison with the 11th West Yorkshire’s in support. Despite obtaining their objective, the battalion was forced to relinquish their objective due to increasing pressure from the enemy, bombing attacks by both sides continuing throughout the remainder of the day and the night. During the following day, the 69th Infantry Brigade received orders to capture Horseshoe Trench, the attack being launched by the 10th Battalion, West Riding Regiment (Duke of Wellington’s), the 11th West Yorkshire’s attacking a point in the enemy line south and to the east of a position referred to as The Triangle. The objectives were held for a period of two hours but subjected to strong counter-attacks by the enemy, once again hard earned gains had to be abandoned and the battalion found itself once again back in the trenches at Scots Redoubt. Faced with the threat of the enemy counter-attacks escalating further, the West Yorkshire’s were reinforced by “A” Company of the 10th Duke’s accompanied by battalion bombers and two Lewis guns.
A second attack was due to be carried out by the 9th and 8th Battalions, Yorkshire Regiment, the two battalions being ordered to relieve both the 11th West Yorkshire’s and the 10th Dukes. This second advance was ordered to commence at 6 p.m. but at 4.30 p.m., both the West Yorkshire’s and the Duke’s intensified local attacks and seized the initiative, forcing their way into Horseshoe Trench. With the 9th Yorkshire Regiment advancing on their left flank over open ground, the capture of the trench was completed resulting in the capture of over 300 prisoners.
Relief
At about 10 p.m. on the night of the 5th July, Cyril and the men of the West Yorkshire’s were relieved by the 8th Yorkshire Regiment and proceeded to bivouac near Becourt Wood. Between the 3rd-5th July, the battalion had suffered two officers and 31 Other Ranks Killed or Died of Wounds. Of the men killed, one numbered Private George Robinson of Poplar Cottages, Boston Spa, killed, on the 4th July, a friend of Cyril, and a ‘Pal’ in the true sense of the word. 
In the days that followed, the battalion moved from Becourt Wood into billets located at Albert whereupon the men set about cleaning up their kit as best they could. It was on the 10th July that the battalion returned to the trenches near Contalmaison where both the 68th and the 24th Infantry Brigades had been involved in protracted fighting. The 69th Infantry Brigade upon arrival commenced a relief of the 68th Brigade, the task now allocated to the West Yorkshire’s, in brigade, was the capture of Bailiff Wood and the trench system to the north, once these objectives were taken, an advance would take place from the west upon the village of Contalmaison.

The Attack on Contalmaison
The attack would take place at 4.30 p.m. after a bombardment of thirty minutes duration. Two companies of the West Yorkshire’s would lead the advance with two companies placed in reserve near Scots Redoubt, a second line following the first wave and consisting of the 8th and 9th Battalions, Yorkshire Regiment, would advance from about 500 yards to the rear, twenty minutes after the West Yorkshire’s had launched their attack on the wood. The objectives of the Yorkshire’s were the trenches west of the village, ultimately, if the initial advance was successful, they would then force their way into the village.
Immediately the barrage lifted, the two assault companies of the West Yorkshire’s advanced in four waves per company, parties advancing in extended order. The enemy though however were ready and launched a counter-attack at this juncture, this being repelled by well positioned machine guns and the attack was broken up with heavy losses to the enemy. This well directed fire, protected the West Yorkshire’s as they rose to the advance, parties of the enemy observed to be trying to flee from the northern confines of the village.
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Despite fierce opposition, Bailiff Wood was captured and it was then that a complex movement took place that witnessed the two companies of the West Yorkshire’s moving northwards from the eastern exits of the wood to advance on an enemy trench located to the west of the village of Contalmaison.
As the men broke into the trench, they once again faced a determined counter-attack by the enemy but this attempt to regain the position was stopped by both Lewis gun and machine gun fire. About twenty minutes after the commencement of the attack, the enemy also attempted a bombing attack from an easterly direction along the trenches north of Bailiff Wood but the West Yorkshire’s held fast and the attack was driven off.
It was also at about this time that the main thrust towards the village began as the barrage now lifted from the west of the village of Contalmaison to the east. Both the 8th and the 9th Battalions of the Yorkshire’s now pressed forward although the enemy’s machine guns took a heavy toll on the advancing men. The 9th Yorkshire’s now fighting their way the village wheeled north to link up with the two companies of the West Yorkshire’s at a point to the located to the north-west of the village of Contalmaison, near the road to La Boisselle. It was at this point that the West Yorkshire’s had formed a ‘block’ in the enemy’s trench system, and manned the latter with two Lewis guns so as to prohibit any enemy forces from re-entering the trench. On the right flank, the 8th Yorkshire’s faced a furious onslaught, constantly under machine gun fire, however, they pressed home their attack and it was just a matter of time before the village of Contalmaison fell into the hands of the units of the 69th Infantry Brigade and the positions consolidated.
The 11th Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment, were now relieved by the 1st Battalion, Cameronian Highlanders, 19th Infantry Brigade, 33rd Division, and at 11.15 p.m. on the night of the 10th July, proceeded by route of march to billets located at Albert.
Casualties suffered during the advance had been comparatively small, 2 officers and 11 Other Ranks.
Withdrawn From The Line
It was on the 12th July that the battalion departed Albert and proceeded to Franvillers, west of Albert, astride the Albert-Amiens road. During the following day, the West Yorkshire’s took to the march once again and headed westwards towards Molliens-au-Bois located to the north-east of Amiens. One again a programme of the cleaning of kit and equipment was initiated whereupon the units that constituted the brigade were inspected by the General Officer Commanding the 23rd Division, Major-General Sir James Melville Babington during the following day. Another more high ranking ‘visitor’ addressed the troops on the 15th July, when the 23rd Division were inspected by Third Corps Commander, Lieutenant-General Sir William Pulteney.
As the men settled down in their new billets, the battalion drilled. Bathing facilities were available for the men during the 17th/18th whilst on the 19th, a lecture was given to officers and N.C.O.’s by the Corps Chemist on gas shells
It was no doubt at this time Cyril, like so many of his comrades, took the time to write home, possibly even informing the family of the death of George Robinson, his ‘pal’ from Boston Spa. Numerous battalion drills and kit inspections were initiated however, on the 21st July, the battalion proceeded by route march to Millencourt, west of Albert, arriving at 2.15 p.m.
Orders were issued then rescinded to move into the line as the men continued their programme of drill and company training but it was on the 26th that the West Yorkshire’s departed Millencourt and proceeded to relieve a battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment in the Old British Line located near Becourt Wood.
The Return To Contalmaison
After a day spent cleaning up the trenches and building and repairing dug-outs, the West Yorkshire’s moved forward to relieve the 13th Battalion, Durham Light Infantry, 68th Infantry Brigade, 23rd Division, in the battered village of Contalmaison on the 28th. Shelling was heavy, but no casualties are reported as being sustained in the War Diary. Authors note: Commonwealth War Graves Commission does however record one man as being killed in action on this date, Lance-Corporal Allen Morris, 14154. The Acting Adjutant, Second-Lieutenant Lionel G. Pitman describes the bombardment as; 
“Using new gas shells. No deaths from gas poisoning, but gas hung about and several men sick as slightly gassed.” 
On the 1st August, the West Yorkshire’s were relieved by the 10th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, 68th Infantry Brigade, 23rd Division, and proceeded back to billets located in Albert.  Once again marching back to the front line and relieving the Northumberland’s on the 5th, the following day was spent in the ruins of Contalmaison. For Cyril and his comrades of the 11th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment, the following day would witness some, killed or wounded, in an attack on a German held trench, Munster Alley. 

The Wounding Of Private Cyril Allison
Of a soldier who succumbed to wounds, it is virtually impossible to find the exact circumstances as to when and where his wounds were received. In the case of Cyril Allison, one clue as to this date is to be found in the graveyard of Saint Marys Church, Boston Spa. On the gravestone that marks his parents grave, Cyril is also commemorated, the inscription describing the location of his wounding, the date, and the place of his death. The location of where Cyril was wounded however is inaccurate, but the date, coincides with the attack on Munster Alley. As the battalion were withdrawn from the line on the 8th August and did not enter any front line positions throughout the remainder of the month, the date recorded as his wounding would appear to be accurate.
The Attack On Munster Alley
The attack on this sector of the German line had begun on the 29th July, and was continued on the 4th and the 6th August. A subsidiary action during the battle to take Pozieres village, or what remained of it, the West Yorkshire’s would not perform any offensive operations until the 3rd attack conducted on the 6th respectively.
The trench was located to the south-west of the village of Pozieres, the point of attack being the junction of Torr Trench and Munster Alley, the latter being an important link in the enemy’s communications with the village of Martinpuich.
The fighting in the day previous had been ferocious to say the least but it was on the 6th after an artillery bombardment, that the 8th Yorkshire’s (Green Howards) moved forward at 4.15 p.m. Orders were to carry and hold the junction of Torr Trench and Munster Alley and to establish double ‘blocks,’ as the term infers, a sand bagged construction or wire/wood entanglement so as to prevent any movement down the trench by enemy forces, in each trench, about fifty yards beyond the junction.
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Upon reaching this junction, the enemy was encountered but was driven back by the battalions ‘bombers,’ equipped with the Mills grenade, for a distance of about 150 yards. Some prisoners were taken and an unspecified number of the enemy killed but it was then that the leading party began to meet heavy opposition. Attempting to establish a ‘block,’ this party was driven back twenty yards during a ‘bombing duel’  and it was here that a ‘block’ was established along with two further ‘block’s’ further down the trench.
As this drama unfolded, the men were subjected to heavy enemy artillery fire and numerous counter-attacks by the enemy but the Yorkshire’s held their position. Two Lewis guns were now sent forward to cover the position held in Munster Alley and Torr Trench but the latter by now was a trench in name only, destroyed by the constant attentions of artillery.
The 8th Yorkshire’s had by now been in action for over five hours, but it was now that the West Yorkshire’s comprising of two and a half companies, the remainder at Contalmaison, relieved the Green Howards in the line. Upon this relief, the West Yorkshire’s were immediately counter-attacked by the enemy, but this attack was repulsed by bomb, rifle, and machine gun fire with heavy losses sustained by the enemy.
Throughout the night of the 6th/7th August, enemy forces still attempted to re-take their lost positions but these attempts were repulsed again and again with heavy casualties to the opposing force. Prisoners were taken, but it was most unfortunate that upon being sent to the rear of the British lines, most were killed by their own barrage.
In the early morning of the 7th August, there was some slight respite from the shelling by enemy artillery batteries and it was during the course of the day that the 8th Yorkshire’s, and the men of the 11th West Yorkshire’s, were relieved by the remaining one and a half companies of the latter, plus two companies of the 9th Yorkshire Regiment.
At some time during the course of the engagement, Cyril had been wounded. Rudimentary medical treatment would have at first been administered by the Regimental Aid Post, and then, further treatment would have been carried out as he was passed down the casualty line to a Field Ambulance, attached to the division or to that of another. Once his wounds had been stabilised, Cyril would have been passed further down the Casualty Clearing Line, to a Base Hospital located near the coast.
Friday, 24th August, 1916: The Death of Private Cyril Allison
The exact nature of Cyril’s wounds are unknown, but they were severe enough to witness the summoning of his father to France. His parents grave, once again provides information as to his place of death, the inscription recording that he died at “Dannes Camiers.”  Dannes-Camiers, located north of Etaples, was the location of various Base Hospitals during the course of the Great War and it is more than likely that Cyril succumbed to his wounds whilst a patient at Number 4 General Hospital.
Cyril is now lies buried in Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas-de-Calais, France. The cemetery now contains 10,771 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, and of these burials, 35 are unidentified. The cemetery also contains 662 non Commonwealth burials, mainly German, including six unidentified. There are also five non World War service burials located in the cemetery, this being the largest Commonwealth War Grave Cemetery in France.
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