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 ‘Effective teachers are highly trained to instill the 
principles of phonics, can identify the learning 
needs of young children, and recognise and 
overcome the barriers that impede learning.’ 

 

 ‘The best phonics teaching is characterised by 
planned structure, fast pace, praise and 
reinforcement, perceptive responses, active 
participation by all children and evidence of 
progress.’ 
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‘Reading by six: 

How the best schools do it’ 
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Why Read Write Inc Phonics? 

 

 Tried and tested over many years 

 

 Systematic and structured 

 

 Early success in reading 

 

 Training and ongoing staff development 
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What is Read Write Inc Phonics? 

 

 

 A rapid Learn to read  programme 

    

so children can… 

 

 Read to learn  for the rest of their lives  
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Who is it for? 

 

 

 4 year olds plus 

 

Older children who need to ‘revise’ particular 
sounds and spelling patterns 

 

 Children new to English 
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How does it work? 

Children: 

 Learn 44 sounds and matching 
letters/letter groups 

 

 Learn to blend sounds to read words 

 

 Read lots of specially written books 

 

   This is decoding 
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How does it work? 

Children: 

 Talk a lot about what they have read to 
show they understand 

 

 Listen to and discuss other ideas to 
deepen understanding 

 

   

  This is comprehending 
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Sounds 

All words are made up of sounds 

                   

 

In English there are 44                        
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Graphemes 

 A grapheme is a sound written 
down 

 

 English has more than 150 
graphemes  

 

A complex code! 

 

  

 

                    

 

 

 

You 



Chart 

 

 This chart shows the most usual 
graphemes for the 44 sounds  
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The complex English alphabetic code  



Learning the code 
   Children learn a simple code first 
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Å c-a-t   
Å ch-a-t  
Å l-igh-t  
Å c-r-a-sh   



How can you help your child? 

By... 
 

 Saying the 44 English sounds in a pure 
way 

 

 Knowing the letters and groups of letters 
(graphemes ) used to read and write the 
sounds 

 

 Understanding ‘Fred’ and how he helps 
with reading and spelling 
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Set 1 sounds Set 2 sounds 

Consonants: stretchy 

Vowels: stretchy 

Consonants: bouncy 

Vowels: bouncy 
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Fred... 

 Fred helps children learn to read  

Fred can only talk in sounds... 

(Fred can only say c_a_t, he can’t say 
cat) 

We call this Fred Talk  

 If children understand Fred  

 they can blend  orally 

Blending is needed for reading  
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Fred... 

 Fred helps children learn to spell as 
well!  

 Children convert words into sounds 

 

 They press the sounds they hear on 
to their fingers... 

  

 We call this Fred Fingers  
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Storybooks 
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So how can you help your child? 

 By knowing the 44 pure sounds  

 

 

 By using the Speed Sound cards with your child 

 

 

 By knowing how to blend using Fred Talk for 
reading                            m_a_t  

 

 By knowing how to do Fred Fingers for              
spelling 
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And... 

 By having fun with Fred Talk at home! 

 

ñWhat a tidy r-oo-m!ò 

ñWhereôs your c-oa-t?ò     

ñTime for b-e-d!ò 

 
 back, head, tum, leg, hand, foot, knee  

 coat, hat, scarf, zip, sock, glove  

 run, walk, skip, hop, fast, slow, stop, shop  

 red, blue, green, black,  

 knife, fork, spoon, plate, bowl, pan  

 bread, cheese, meat,  soup, jam, cake  
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And... 

 

 By having a look at the parents’ pages on the web 
for tips and resources for supporting your child at 
home: 

 

www.ruthmiskinliteracy.com  

or 

www.oup.com    

(RWI resources are published by  

Oxford University Press)  
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http://www.ruthmiskinliteracy.com/
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Where are we now? 

 All children in from Reception to Yr 3 have 
been assessed 

 Some children in Yr 4 

 Ability groupings 

 Focused teaching (all staff trained) 

 In ‘revision’ stage of programme 

 Spellings will link to the sounds learnt 

 Children will be assessed again at the end 
of this half term and groupings will change 
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Thank you...  
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Question?? Write it down!! 




