Corporal Abraham Reginald Adkin, 235920, 9th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment (Yorkshire Hussars)
Son of Charles and the late Mary Elizabeth Adkin of the High Street, Boston Spa.
Born at Clifford in 1894. The 1901 Census details record that Abraham’s father, now widowed, had taken up the occupation of Publican/Innkeeper, of the Bay Horse Inn, Clifford.
Relocating to Boston Spa, the 1911 Census records that Charles had changed profession to that of a Blacksmith. Residing along with his father and his widowed mother at premises adjacent to the Admiral Hawke Public House, Abraham, now aged 17 years, had by this juncture found employment as a Butchers Assistant.
Shortly after the outbreak of the Great War, Abraham enlisted into the ranks of the 1st/1st Yorkshire Hussars in September 1914. 
Upon the unit effectively being ‘broken up’ in August 1917, Abraham along with his comrades numbering 20 officers and 396 Other Ranks, were posted to join the ranks of the 9th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment on the 11th October 1917 after the latter had suffered significant losses during Third Ypres. 
Now adopting the title 9th (Yorkshire Hussars) Prince of Wales’s Own (West Yorkshire Regiment), the Battalion served and remained in the Lens Sector of northern France perfecting the art of raids on the enemy’s trench system.



Abraham Adkin continued
It was whilst performing a raid on the enemy’s trench system near St Elie north of Lens, France, that Abraham was unfortunately killed or died of wounds on the 27th June 1918 aged 23 years.
Abraham now lies in Carvin Communal Cemetery, Pas-de-Calais, France, buried with dignity by the enemy in a small plot that now contains the graves of 40 men who fell in the Great War 1914-1918.

















Private Cyril Allison, 19/154, 11th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment
Son of John William and Jane Allison of the Crown Hotel, Church Street, Boston Spa.
Cyril was born at Boston Spa in 1896 to parents John William, Landlord of the Crown Hotel, Boston Spa, and Jane Allison, the youngest of five children. The 1911 Census details record that at this juncture his mother was assisting her husband in the family business whilst Cyril was in full time education.
Enlisting at Leeds in about November 1915, Cyril was posted to the ranks of the 19th Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment, the Battalion being formed from the Depot Companies of the 15th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment (Leeds ‘Pals’) and the 17th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment (Leeds ‘Bantams’). 
After a period of training in England, Cyril was posted to join the ranks of the 11th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment of the 23rd Division in 1916.
Witnessing severe fighting for the village of Contalmaison in July 1916 during the Battle of the Somme, Cyril was severely wounded in an attack on “Munster Alley,” a German trench located near Pozieres, Somme, on the 6th August 1916.
Cyril unfortunately succumbed to his wounds on the 24th August 1916 at one of a number of hospitals located at Etaples, near Boulogne, France, aged 20 years.
Buried, Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas-de-Calais, France.

Private John Lancelot Carlisle, 200763, 2nd Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment
Son of Edward and Mary Carlisle of Wharfedale House, Boston Spa.
John was born at Newton Kyme in 1898 to parents Edward, occupation, a Coachman/Domestic employed at Newton Kyme Hall and Mary Carlisle.
The 1911 Census details record at this juncture that the family were still residing in the village however at some period after this Census was recorded, the family relocated to Boston Spa.
Enlisting in October 1914 at York an analysis of John’s original serial number, 2505, indicates enlistment into the then 5th Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment (designated the 1/5th Battalion in May 1915).
It is possible, due to his age, that John witnessed initial service with either the Second Line Territorial Unit of the Regiment, the 2/5th West Yorkshire’s, or the 3/5th Battalion, the Third Line unit of the Regiment before being posted to the 1/5th Battalion. Renumbered along with the Territorial Army in early 1917, John was allocated the number 200763, however actual service overseas if at all with the 1/5th West Yorkshire’s is unknown.
Posted to the ranks of the 2nd Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment, a Regular Army unit that had served on the Western Front since November 1914, John died of wounds received during the Battle of Pilkem Ridge, one of the phases of the Third Ypres Offensive, on the 1st August 1917 aged 19 years.
Buried, Brandhoek New Military Cemetery, Belgium.

Private Walter Chapman, 47103, 20th (Service) Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers (Tyneside Scottish)
Son of Edgar William and Ada Chapman of St. Mary’s Street, Boston Spa.
Born at Boston Spa in 1898 to parents Edgar, occupation, Painter/Postman, and Ada Chapman.
Conscripted under the Military Services Act of 1916 in the autumn, Walter initially served with the 84th Battalion, Training Reserve located at Hornsea, East Yorkshire.
A draft to the 20th (Service) Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers in late 1916, early 1917, the Battalion, contained in the 34th Division, had suffered severe losses on the opening day of the Battle of the Somme at La Boisselle. Withdrawn to refit and replace losses sustained, the Battalion’s next engagement was to be the Battle of Arras launched on the 9th April 1917.
 
Killed in action in an attack on “Greenland Hill” north-east of Rouex, near Arras, on the 5th June 1917 aged 19 years.
Commemorated, Arras Memorial, Pas-de-Calais, France.






Lieutenant Neville Arthur Clark, 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards
Son of Arthur and the late Mary Francis Clark; husband of Mary Coulter Clark of Maghull, Liverpool. Note the widowed Arthur would reside upon the death of his wife at ‘The Cottage,’ High Street, Boston Spa.
Born at Matlock Bath in 1887 to parents Arthur, occupation a Postmaster, and Mary Clark.
Prior to the outbreak of the Great War, Neville had found employment as a Tobacco Manufacturer’s ‘Pupil,’ residing in lodgings at Southville, Bristol. Possibly employed at one of the many factories in the area owned by the Imperial Tobacco Company, formerly W.D. & H.O. Wills.
With his parents relocating to Lancaster at some period after 1911, on the 17th March 1916 Neville received a commission as a Second-Lieutenant in the Coldstream Guards.
Married on the 25th April 1916 to one Mary Coulter Gordon, a native of Maghull, Liverpool, Neville was posted to the 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards on the 21st September 1916 after their costly engagement during the Battle of Flers-Courcelette, Somme, on the 15th September.
Promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, London Gazette dated 8th May 1917, Neville would survive the horrors of Third Ypres and along with his Battalion would be posted southwards to take part in the last British offensive of 1917 near Cambrai, France.

Mortally wounded in the Battle of Cambrai near Bourlon Wood on the 27th November 1917 aged 30 years. Evacuated to either the 21st 
Neville Clark continued
or 48th Casualty Clearing Stations located near Ytres, south-east of Bapaume, Neville succumbed to his wounds the same day.
Buried, Rocquigny-Equancourt Road British Cemetery, Manancourt, Somme, France.

















[bookmark: _GoBack]Second-Lieutenant Charles Augustus Clark, 5th Battalion, attached 1st Battalion Rifle Brigade
Brother of the Neville Clark. Born in 1886 at Matlock Bath.  Residing in 1911 at Islington, North London, occupation, an Accountant with Railways employed by the North London Railway Company.
Commissioned into the Rifle Brigade as a Temporary Second-Lieutenant on the 7th May 1915. Posted to the 5th Battalion, a Reserve Battalion that remained in the United Kingdom for the duration of the War, Charles was posted to the 1st Battalion, Rifle Brigade, on the 7th December 1915.
A unit contained in the 11th Infantry Brigade of the 4th Division, the Battalion had fought its first action at Le Cateau during the Retreat from Mons. Fighting on the Marne, Aisne and at Ypres during 1914 and 1915 respectively, the Battalion, in Division moved southwards in July 1915 to the Somme, France.
On the 1st July 1916, the opening day of the Battle of the Somme, the 4th Division attacked near Beaumont Hamel, Charles aged 30 years being killed as his Battalion attacked across the Redan Ridge.
Commemorated, Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.






Private Alfred Cracknell, 21818, 10th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment
Son of Thomas and Elizabeth Cracknell of Kirkstall, Leeds; husband of Lilian Cracknell, of the High Street, Boston Spa.
Born at Leeds in 1889 to parents Thomas, occupation, a Horse Driver, and Elizabeth Cracknell, the family residence being located at Springfield Terrace, Kirkstall.
By 1911, the family had relocated to Vesper Mount, also in the Kirkstall area of Leeds, the occupations of both Thomas and Alfred now aged 21 years being described as that of Labourers/Masons. Between 1911 and 1914 however Alfred found employment as a Hammerman, his place of employment being Kirkstall Forge.
Alfred had previously served in the 4th (Special Reserve) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment. Described as “Time Expired,” Alfred re-enlisted or attested for service on the 6th September 1914 at Leeds. Originally posted to join the ranks of the 11th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment, after a further medical examination he was medically discharged due to suffering Trachoma, an infectious disease of the eyes.
Re-enlisting in July 1915, service is now somewhat ambiguous however there is a suggestion that he may have been posted to the 1st Garrison Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment and served in Malta during 1916.
Evacuated Home, sick, Alfred was married in the autumn of 1917 to one Lillian Morris, her family residing at premises located in the High Street, Boston Spa.
Alfred Cracknell continued
Posted to the ranks of the 10th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment possibly in late 1917, Alfred was killed in action near Gouzeaucourt, France, on the 20th September 1918 aged 29 years.
Commemorated, Vis-en-Artois Memorial, Pas-de-Calais, France.

















Rifleman Henry Dykes, C/12370, 10th (Service) Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps
Son of Thomas William and Isabella Dykes of the High Street, Boston Spa.
Henry was born in 1882 at Seaton Carew, County Durham to parents Thomas, occupation, a Domestic Gardener and Isabella Dykes. The 1891 Census details record that the family had at this juncture relocated to Boston Spa, the family residence recorded as being located on the High Street.
The 1901 Census details record that Henry had found employment as a Grocer’s Assistant, possibly in the employ of one Grocer and Confectioner, Mr. D.H. Middleton located in adjacent premises. By 1911, Henry was now employed as a “Hotel Boots,” an archaic term for a servant that basically polished the footwear of guests, this being conducted at either the Royal Hotel or The Crown.
Henry enlisted at York on the 16th November 1915, his occupation now being described as that of a Market Gardener. Posted to the ranks of the 21st (Service) Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps, Henry was posted overseas with his unit landing at Le Havre, France, on the 6th May 1916.
Serving in the Ploegsteert Wood Sector, the Battalion in Division moved southwards in August 1916 to take part in the Somme offensive. Heavily engaged near the village of Flers on the 15th September in what was later referred to as the Battle of Flers-Courcelette, Henry was wounded by a shell fragment to the shoulder and eventually evacuated to England.
Upon recuperation, Henry was posted back to France arriving at Le Havre on the 4th February 1917. Posted to the ranks of the 10th 
Henry Dykes continued
(Service) Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps on the 11th February along with 82 Other Ranks, he was unfortunately killed in action near the French village of Metz-en-Couture south-west of Cambrai in the German Retirement to the Hindenburg Line on the 4th April 1917 aged 35 years.
Commemorated, Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

















Private Walter Dykes, 5507, 6th Dragoons (Inniskilling)
Son of Thomas William and Isabella Dykes; brother of Henry Dykes.
Enlisting pre-war and witnessing service in India, on returning to England as a Reservist, Walter was attached to “C” Squadron of the 1st Life Guards, 7th Cavalry Brigade, 3rd Cavalry Division.
Arriving on the Western Front on the 5th October 1914, prior to an attack by the enemy on the 30th October near Zandevoorde, Belgium, the enemy artillery put down a heavy bombardment during the early morning on positions held by units of the Brigade prior to the commencement of an infantry assault. With many men either blown to pieces or buried by this bombardment a retirement was ordered however, “C” Squadron, occupying positions on the left flank, were virtually annihilated to a man.
Missing, presumed dead, aged 28 years, Walter is now commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial, Ieper (Ypres), Belgium.








Rifleman Atheling Farrer, Military Medal,  C/12555, 21st (Service) Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps
Son of Edward and the late Elizabeth Farrer of the High Street, Boston Spa.
Born at Boston Spa in 1894 to parents Edward, occupation a Butcher, and Elizabeth Farrer. The 1911 Census details record that at this juncture, Atheling was employed by his widowed father as a Butchers Boy.
Enlisting at York on the 29th November 1915, his occupation now stated as a Farmer, Atheling was posted to the ranks of the 21st (Service) Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps. Landing with his unit on the 6th May 1916 at Le Havre, France, the Battalion, in Division, served in the Ploegsteert Wood Sector, Belgium, until moving southwards to take part in the Somme offensive in August 1916.
Surviving the Battalion’s first major action in September during the Battle of Flers-Courcelette Atheling sustained wounds to the abdomen near Flers, Somme, on the 5th/6th October 1916. Evacuated to the 36th Casualty Clearing Station located at Heilly, near Mericourt-l’Abbee, Somme, Atheling succumbed to his wounds on the 10th October 1916 aged 22 years. Awarded the Military Medal for actions at Flers on the 15th September 1916, London Gazette dated 9th December 1916.
Buried, Heilly Station Cemetery, Mericourt-l’Abbee, Somme, France.



Private Robert Fletcher, 33750, 9th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment
Son of Frances and the late Henry Fletcher of The Grove, Boston Spa.
Born at Boston Spa in 1897 to parents Henry, occupation, Domestic Gardener and Frances Fletcher.
With his father unfortunately dying in 1908, Frances took up employment as a Char-woman whilst his elder brother and sister found employment as a Farm Labourer and Domestic Servant respectively.
Enlisting at York in about June 1916, this enlistment was conducted under the Military Services Act of 1916, in effect, Robert was conscripted into the Army.
Posted to the ranks of the 9th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment in October 1916 whilst the Battalion was serving on the Somme, Robert would witness fighting on this front before the Division moved northwards in mid 1917 to the Ypres Salient.
Robert would unfortunately be killed in action near Poelcappelle, Belgium, on the 9th October, 1917, aged 20 years.
Originally buried near ‘Gloster Farm’ south of Poelcappelle, Robert’s body was later exhumed and identified by his pay book.
Buried, Cement House Cemetery, Langemark-Poelkapelle, West Vlaanderen, Belgium.



Private Leonard Harker, 37647, 9th (Service) Battalion, King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry
Parents unknown as Leonard was raised by his Grandmother, Sarah Harker, of St. Mary’s Street, Boston Spa.
Born in 1887 at Boston Spa.
The 1911 Census details record that at this juncture that Leonard was employed as a Drapers Assistant residing in premises located at Southgate Gardens, Pontefract.
Enlisted in Sheffield in December 1915 and posted to the Battalion in 1916, the latter having suffered significant losses during the opening day of the Battle of the Somme, 1st July 1916 as the 21st Division assaulted the German trench system south of La Boisselle.
Leonard was killed in action near Flers, Somme, France, on the 16th September, 1916.
Commemorated, Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.








Lance-Corporal Herbert Hickson, C/12166, 18th (Service) Battalion, (Arts and Crafts), King’s Royal Rifle Corps
Son of George Miles and the late Louisa Hickson of The Grove, Boston Spa.
Herbert was born in 1892 to parents George, a Public House Manager and Louisa Hickson, the family residing at premises located in Soho Street, Liverpool.
At some period between 1892 –1910, the family relocated to West Yorkshire, Louisa unfortunately dying in 1910, her death registered at Tadcaster.
The 1911 Census details record that George had found employment as a Brewers Labourer whist Herbert was employed as a Grocers Assistant.
Enlisted at York in November 1915. Service may have been originally conducted with the 21st (Service) Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps.
Herbert died of wounds received near Arras on the 28th March 1918 during the advance of the German Army as part of their spring offensive (Kaiserschlacht).
Commemorated, Arras Memorial, Arras, Pas-de-Calais, France.






Private Charles Howe, A/2753, 1st Battalion, Canadian Infantry
Son of Joseph and Ada Howe of the High Street, Boston Spa.
Born at Boston Spa in June 1886 to parents Joseph, occupation a Groom/Domestic Servant, and Ada Howe.
The 1901 Census details record that the family had relocated to Walton, residing in premises at “Walton Cottage,” adjacent to the Fox and Hounds Public House. The Howe family are then recorded in the 1911 Census as residing at the High Street, Boston Spa.
Emigrating to Canada and taking up residence in Sarnia, south-Western Ontario, Charles, occupation Farmer, enlisted in the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force at Sarnia, on the 11th January 1915.
Killed in action on the 22nd September 1916 at Courcelette, Somme, France aged 30 years.
Originally buried east of the village, Charles body was exhumed and interred in ADANAC Military Cemetery, Miraumont, Somme.







Private William Herbert Johnson, 15002, 9th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment
Son of Henry and Sarah Ann Johnson of Elmwood Terrace, Collingham.
Born in 1896 at Collingham, the 1911 Census details record William, occupation, Farm Labourer, employed at St. Helens Farm, Little Ribston.
Enlisting at Wetherby Town Hall on or about the 31st August 1914, William was killed in action at Suvla, Gallipoli, on the 7th August 1915 aged 19 years. His brother, Raymond, a Horse Lad employed at Bilton End Farm, Healaugh, would also fall in the Great War whilst serving with the 12th (Service) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment in the attack on Bazentin-le-Grand, Somme, on the 14th July 1916.
William is now commemorated, Helles Memorial, Turkey, Raymond, his brother, on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme.









Lance-Corporal Herbert William Kitchener, 24118, 2nd Battalion, Yorkshire Regiment (Green Howards)
Son of William and Elizabeth Kitchener of St. John’s Street, Hertford.
The 1911 Census details record Herbert as occupation, Servant, in the household of Muriel Viscountess Helmsley, the widow of William Reginald Duncombe (Viscount Helmsley) who had died in 1881. Remarried to Hugh Darby Annesley Owen of Bettwys Hall, Montgomeryshire, Wales, Muriel was once again widowed in 1908.
Herbert’s possible link to Boston Spa may be due to the family association with Duncombe Park, Helmsley. Muriel’s son, Charles William Reginald Duncombe, later to become the 2nd Earl of Feversham, being a major protagonist in many a local man joining the Colours.
Residing at Boston Spa at some period after 1911, Herbert enlisted at Leeds in about June 1915.
Posted overseas in 1916, Herbert was killed in action between Bernafay Wood and Trones Wood, Somme, on the morning of the 8th July 1916 aged 26 years.
Commemorated, Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. 


