Assessment at Wolverton
Schools have always had a legal duty to report to parents on their children’s progress. As information regarding the attainment, progress and assessment of children has become increasingly publicised over recent years, parents have become more aware of their own children’s attainment in comparison to national data. While our assessment policy is freely available on the school website, we feel that it may be helpful if parents understand more about the mechanisms by which their children are assessed.
Types of assessment
Two types of assessment are routinely used in all schools – assessment for learning and assessment of learning.
Assessment for learning happens during the course of a unit of work. This may be within a lesson, at the end of a lesson or after marking work which has been produced within a lesson. It allows work to be precisely matched to the needs of individuals at all stages of the learning process. 
Assessment of learning typically occurs at the end of a unit of work and measures overall understanding. 
From September 2014 the previous National Curriculum and its associated levels will be replaced with a new National Curriculum and measurement of pupils’ attainment and progress will be against attainments targets. Each child’s attainment will be reported as ‘emerging, expected or exceeding’.
Assessment and monitoring routines
Each teacher is responsible for assessing pupils within their class. The assessment co-ordinator and headteacher are responsible for monitoring the progress of all children within the school. The governors also have a key role to play in holding the school accountable for the progress of all pupils.
At Wolverton, tracking grids are used to record and monitor the progress of all children within the school. These tracking grids are updated once per term and the data is discussed at whole school tracking meetings. At these meetings any under-performance is monitored and, where appropriate, interventions can then be planned. Children whose performance is better than expected are also identified and monitored to ensure that appropriate challenge is provided.
Moderation routines
Every school is responsible for ensuring the accuracy of their teacher’s judgements. At Wolverton, whole school in-house moderation meetings are held each half term. Teachers also meet once per term with staff from five other schools in our learning community to moderate each other’s judgements. 
In addition to this, the local authority moderates a selection of school judgments in the EYFS and in Year 2 each year. Year 6 teacher assessments of writing are also moderated by the local authority. Moderation visits are rigorous and thorough but we have always been pleased to have our teachers’ judgments confirmed as an accurate reflection of the children’s ability.
Statutory assessment
There are a range of assessments which all primary schools in England must undertake.
· Completion of the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile, which takes place throughout the Reception Year.
· Phonics screening, which takes place near the end of Year 1.
· Near the end of Year 2, children are assessed in Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, Maths and Science. These assessments are made through a combination of teacher assessment and SATs tasks and tests.
· In KS2, children are assessed at the end of Year 6. The children sit tests (SATs) in: Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG), Reading and Maths.
Speaking and Listening, Writing and Science are all teacher assessed.
Informing parents
From Year 1 to Year 6 children have reading, writing and maths targets each term. These are shared with children in school and also sent home in order to help parents to support their child’s learning.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Parents are formally informed of their child’s progress at two key points during the year; via the mid-year and end-of-year reports. These reports contain information on the ‘next steps’ for the child in order to help parents to support their child’s learning. There are also two formal parents’ evenings, held in the autumn and spring terms, plus an optional parents’ evening in the summer term. 
Teachers will always inform parents if their child is failing to make expected progress. If this is the case, teachers provide additional ideas about how parents can support their child as well as explaining plans for support in school. Teachers are always happy to discuss the progress of any child in order to help parents to support their child’s learning at home. This usually occurs via an appointment made through the school office.

We hope this information will be useful in helping parents to understand the process by which their children’s progress is assessed, tracked and monitored.
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