Teaching Reading at Hartford Junior School.
At Hartford Junior School, we believe that reading should be a fundamental part of childhood and a skill that which should be developed to support lifelong learning.  

In order to support our children to develop their reading skills, we use a wide variety of reading schemes and different authors. This is because all children learn to read in different ways and like different books so we use a mix of schemes and resources. The children are regularly assessed in how they are progressing so that the teachers and teaching assistants can point the children in the direction of suitable reading books. Some children need on-going work and support with phonics to help with developing their reading and writing skills and this is put in place when necessary.
As the children move through the school, they are introduced to a wide genre of books in different lessons. Parts of the English lessons are focussed on “reading as a writer”, where the children deconstruct the text to discover the different features which make up a text type. In topic lessons, teachers use a range of non-fiction books and texts, making sure that there are a range of different levels so that children of different abilities can access them. 

Guided reading sessions take place outside of the English lesson and during these sessions, the children are taught to interpret and understand meaning in texts. These are the vital comprehension skills that will enable children to read more deeply into a text. 
Children are also encouraged to develop their enjoyment for reading throughout the school. We encourage them do develop their sustained reading skills and become immersed in a text of their choice. The children are able to choose books from the selection in their classrooms, and the school also has a well-stocked lending library with a range of genre and abilities. 

