Lockington C.E.Primary School

Drugs Education Policy

This policy is linked with the following other policies: 

PSHCE, Behaviour/Discipline, Inclusion.

As a school, we believe that every child has a right to be safe and healthy and acknowledge that we play an important role in supporting and promoting attitudes, practices and understanding which encourage the child to make informed decisions enabling them to choose a healthy lifestyle.  We therefore strive to create an atmosphere in which the child feels safe and able to discuss their concerns whilst developing an understanding of drugs and their appropriate use.

Definition of a drug

A drug is any substance which, when introduced into the body, creates a change in perception and/or mood and/or how the body functions.

This school considers the definition of a drug to include the following substances.  This is not a definitive list, but is included for guidance.

· Alcohol

· Amphetamines

· Amyl and butyl nitrate

· Anabolic steroids

· Barbiturates

· Benzodiazeprines

· Caffeine

· Cannabis

· Cocaine

· Ecstasy

· Hallucinogenic mushrooms

· LSD

· Opiates

· Over the-counter medicines

· Prescription drugs

· Solvents

· Tobacco (nicotine)

Aims of Drugs Education 

· To support the East Riding of Yorkshire Drugs Policy

· To enable children to gain an understanding of drugs and appropriate drug use

· To recognise all medicines are drugs but not all drugs are medicines

· To raise children’s self esteem

· To enable informed choice

· To develop techniques for resisting peer group and advertising pressure

· To develop personal and social skills

· To explore strategies for healthy lifestyles

Drugs Education

Drugs Education will be delivered mainly through the ‘Looking after Myself’ and ‘Keeping myself Safe’ sections from the ‘Health for Life’ Health Education programme.  Health Education is also seen as being an integral part of school life and, as a result, matters relating to drugs will be dealt with as necessary throughout the school year by the school staff.

Other opportunities for Drugs Education exist within: 

· The Science and English Curriculum

· Circle Time

· Assemblies

· Special events in school e.g.  Health Week 

· School Council
When any outside speakers are involved in the Drugs Education programme, their contribution must have been planned as part of the overall programme and the school staff will always be involved.

Managing Drug Related Issues

The school follows the advice in the following documents:

· East Riding LA Guidance

· DfEE Circular 4/95

· DfEE Circular 10/99

The head teacher must be informed of any drug – related incident.

Any drug related paraphernalia found on the school premises will be disposed of appropriately by a responsible adult.

As a matter of routine, the school grounds will be regularly inspected for any alcohol or drugs related paraphernalia.

When a suspect drug is found, the police will be contacted.  Parents will be informed, if necessary. Any indication that drugs have been used outside the premises when school is over will also be reported to the police.
Roles and Responsibilities

It is the expectation of the school that no pupil/adult will come onto the site under the influence or possession of drugs with the exception of prescribed or approved medicines.

Staff Development

All members of staff will be kept up to date with any new developments within this area of the curriculum by attending appropriate courses and by feedback from the co-ordinator.

Inclusion

All children will participate in Drugs Education at their own level.  Individual needs will be taken into account and adjustments made where necessary.  All areas are dealt with, with sensitivity.

All children are included in The Drugs Education Programme.  Particular care will be taken to ensure that stereo typical images and views are not reinforced.

Evaluation
The Head Teacher and Drugs Education Co-ordinator will monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of this policy by reference to the ongoing achievement of its stated aims and procedures.
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