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The important thing about reading is comprehension. Phonics knowledge and decoding strategy can help children decipher individual words but without understanding there is no reading; reading is the construction of meaning.
When we read we pick up information and our minds work to -
· Connect the information to what we already know
· Decide and remember what is important 
· Adjust our knowledge to incorporate new ideas
· Read between the lines to get a deeper meaning
· Evaluate information and ideas.
So what can parents do to help children with their reading comprehension?
Visualising
Visualising is creating a mental picture. Readers need to create a mental picture where they make reading “three dimensional” by creating pictures as they read. Visualisation helps readers engage with the text in ways that make it personal and memorable.
Parents can help children (particularly very young children) develop their visualisation skills by asking them to put into words mental pictures of an event or an imagined scene.
An interesting footnote is that research has shown that If a child can read with understanding and can visualise the story ,the same parts of the brain are activated when reading ( e.g. a story about running or swimming or admiring a view) as would be if actually taking part in the activities.
	



Making connections
Reading comprehension is helped when the reader searches for and uses connections to their own experiences, other texts or the wider world. Therefore ,when discussing a piece of reading with a child, the parent could ask about or discuss
· Similarities/ differences between the text and other texts
or
· Similarities/ differences between this text and self 
or
· Connections between this text and the world. 
Summarising
The practice of summarising encourages the reader to consider which are the most important elements of a passage and to make sense of them.
Prompts to assist summarising include- 
· The most important ideas in the texts are ……..
· This part was about……..
· The main characters are……..
· A problem occurs when……..

Using strategies to answer set questions for a text
Parents can encourage  the child to- 
· Read the rest of the sentence along with the sentences before and after when trying to find the meaning of a particular word.
· When asked to write a word similar in meaning to an identified word in the passage, re read the relevant sentence with the new word inserted to see if it ‘sounds right.’ 
· Look for clues in different parts of the passage ( not just one clue in one part).
· Use the phonics skills that have been taught in school to break down a word.
· If reading the passage silently, ‘hear’ the reading in his/her head with expression.
· Questioning
· The selective use of questioning by a parent can be used to assist children make connections and sense of their reading. The two grids here may help the parent vary their questioning. Obviously care should be taken not to overuse the technique as overuse may diminish reading enjoyment.

























	
	Is
	Did
	Can
	Would
	Will
	Might

	Who
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	Event
	Situation
	Choice
	Person
	Reason
	Means

	Present
	What is?
	Where is?
When is?
	Which is?
	Who is?
	Why is?
	How is?

	Past
	What did?
	Where did?
When did?
	Which did?
	Who did?
	Why did?
	How did?

	Possibility
	What can?
	Where can?
When can?
	Which can?
	Who can?
	Why can?
	How can?

	Probability
	What could?
	Where could?
When could?
	Which could?
	Who could?
	Why could?
	How could?

	Predictability
	What will?
	Where will?
When will?
	Which will?
	Who will?
	Why will?
	How will?

	Imagination
	What might?
	Where might?
When might?
	Which might?
	Who might?
	Why might?
	How might?



