Top Tips for English at
Driffield Junior School




It’s good to talk

If they can’t say it, they really cannot write it.

The importance and impact of talk within the home is huge.
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What would happen if...
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What would you do...?
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How could we.... \“ {(\ers a d’ffer'ence\

How did you ....

Other ways to encourage relevant talking at home:

*  Ask your child to talk to you about a wide variety of topics. Tell your child if you are
unfamiliar with aspects of the topic and ask for more information.

+ Talk with your child about the ideas and events in stories as you read books together.

*  Show by your behaviour that you are listening, not just hearing. Build on your child’s
responses.

* Interact with them. Ask questions, add information and make links between ideas.

* Talk at a normal pace and volume and use adult words (this will increase their own
vocabulary)

This can all be done in a very informal and relaxed way, maybe in the car, as you walk home or
during teatime.

Link the topic you are discussing to something you remember from
when you were a child and say why things may be different now.
Project forward to how things may be different in the future.




Reading

Initially children learn to read.
This soon moves onto reading to learn
Children who read more, have a greater chance of being a better writer.

Hearing your child read is much more than listening to them read words on a page. Early
readers will still be focussing on reading words and sounding them out. This is an important
part of hearing a child read but the comprehension (understanding of what’s happening in the
story or text) aspect of the book is equally as important.

Top Tips for reading together:

1. Choose a quiet time | Z y >

Set aside a quiet time with no distractions. Ten to =

fifteen minutes is usually long enough.

2. Make reading enjoyable

Make reading an enjoyable experience. Sit with your

child. Try not to pressurise if he or she is reluctant. If L—— ‘

your child loses interest then do something else.

3. Maintain the flow

If your child mispronounces a word do not interrupt immediately. Instead allow opportunity for
self-correction. It is better to tell a child some unknown words to maintain the flow rather than
insisting on trying to build them all up from the sounds of the letters. If your child does try to

'sound out' words, encourage the use of letter sounds rather than 'alphabet names'.

4. Be positive

If your child says something nearly right to start with that is fine. Don't say 'No. That's wrong,'
but 'Let's read it together' and point to the words as you say them. Boost your child's
confidence with constant praise for even the smallest achievement.

5. Regular practice

Try to read with your child on most school days. 'Little and often' is best. Teachers have limited
time to help your child with reading.

6. Communicate

Try to communicate regularly with positive comments and any concerns. Your child will then

know that you are interested in their progress and that you value reading.



7. Talk about the books

There is more to being a good reader than just being able to read the words accurately. Just as
important is being able to understand what has been read. Always talk to your child about the
book; about the pictures, the characters, how they think the story will end, their favourite part.
You will then be able to see how well they have understood and you will help them to develop

good comprehension skills. More details on this can be found further in this booklet.

8. Variety is important

Remember children need to experience a variety of reading materials eg. picture books, hard

backs, comics, magazines, poems, and information books.

There is more to reading than being able to read words accurately.
Use the prompts below to see how your child has understood the text.

Which word told you that ...?

What did .... do/ask?

What happened at ....?

What extra information did the picture add?
What does .... mean?

What do/did ....?

Where/when are ....?

What did .../you find out about ..?

Describe .....

Where did .... go?
Which word told you that ...?

What did the .... do?
What happened at ....?
Can ... have more than one meaning?

Which paragraph tells you ....?



Writing

VCOP forms a major part of the children’s progression in writing:

V - vocabulary
Pocket those Wow words

* Encourage children to make a list of any interesting words that they encounter in their
reading — ensure they understand what they mean!

* These can then be used in their own class writing — it may even earn them a merit.

C - conjunctions
see glossary

O - openers
Children need to be encouraged to use as great a variety of sentence openers as
possible — The/ He/ And then/Suddenly are all dull.
Try:
As quick as a flash he... / Having decided.../ Although | had.../ Meanwhile the...

P - punctuation
The best writing has a variety of punctuation (used accurately!)

The following glossary gives individual examples.



Glossary

As in any tighly structured area of knowledge, grammar, vocabulary and spelling involve a

network of technical concepts that help to define each other. Consequently, the definition of one

concept builds on other concepts that are equally technical. Concepts thdinee elsewhere

in the glossary arkig

hlighted

Term

Guidance

Example

active voice An activeverb has its usual pattern of | Active: The school arranged a visit
sgl;g\c/:éandomect (in contrast with the PassiveA visit was arrangedtby the
passive). school.
adjective The surest way to identify adjectives is The pupils did some realgoodwork.
by the ways they can be used: [adjective used before a noun, to
A before a noun, to make the modify it]
noun’s meaning more specific Their work wagjood [adjective used
(i.e. to modify the noun), or after the verlbeg as its complement]
A after the verb be, as its Not adjectives:
complement. The lampglowed [verb]
o N It was such a brighted [noun]
Adjectives cannot be modified by othel He spokdoudly. [adverb]
adjectives. This distinguishes them fro| |t as a Frenclgrammarbook.[noun]
nouns, which can be.
Adjectives are sometimesilled
‘describing wordsbecause they pick ou
single characteristics such as size or
colour. This is o
help to distinguish adjectives from othe
word classes, becausgerbs, nouns and
adverbs can do the same thing.
adverb The surest way to identify adverbs is b Ushasoonstarted snorindoudly.

the ways they can be used: they can
modify averb, anadjective, another
adverb or even a whole clause.

Adverbs are sometimes said to descrik
manner or time. This is often true, but
doesn’t help to d
other word classes that can be used a
adverbials, such apreposition
phrases, noun phrases and
subordinate clauses.

[adverbs modifying the verlstarted
andsnoring

That match waseally exciting!
[adverb modifying the adjective
exciting

We dondt g e weryoften |
[adverb modifying the other adverb,
often

Fortunately,i t d i d[ad@etb r

modi fying the wh

rain’ b yngandlmme n t

Not adverbs:

A Usha went up the stairs.
[preposition phrase used as
adverbial]

She finished her work this




Term Guidance Example
evening. [noun phrase used as
adverbial]

A She finished when the teacher
got cross. [subordinate clause
used as adverbial]

adverbial An adverlial is a word or phrase that is| Thebus leave# five minutes
used, like an adverb, to modify a verb | [preposition phrase as adverbial:
clause. Of coursexdverbs can be used | modifiesleave$
as adverbials, but many other types of : .
; She promised to see hiast night
A e oo™ noun phrase maityng e
subordir?apte Elauses P promisedor see,accoding to the
: intended meaning]
She worked until she had finished
[subordinate clause as adverbial]
antonym Two words are antonyms if their hoti cold
meanings are opposites. light dark
light 7 heavy
apostrophe Apostrophes have two completely I_6guing out and v 0 nbé long
differentuses: [showing missing letters]
A showing the place of missing Ha n n anbtideswent to town in
letters (e.g. | Ofom | am) J U s tcar.nniasking possssives]
A marking possessives
(eggHannah®&s). mot h
article The articleghe (definite) anda or an Thedog founda bone inanold box.

(indefinite) are the most common type
determiner.

auxiliary verb

The auxiliaryverbs are be, havedo

and tle modal verbs. They can be used
to make questions and negative
statements. In addition:

A be is used in the progressive and
passive
A have is used in the perfect

A dois used to form questions and
negative statements if no other
auxiliary verb is present

Theyare winning the match[beused
in the progressive]

Haveyou finished your picturefhave
used to make a question, and the
perfect]

No, Idon 6 t k n[domsetitb m
make a negative; no other auxiliary ig
present]

Will you come with me or noffhodal
verbwill used to make a question
about the other

clause

A clause is a special type phrase
whosehead is averb. Clauses can
sometimes be complete sentences.
Clauses may benain or subordinate.

Traditionally, a clause had to have a

It was raining.[single-clause sentence

It was raining but we were indoors.
[two finite clauses]

If you are coming to the partplease
let us knowl[finite subordinate clause
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finite verb, but most modern inside a finite main clause]
glr:lzrslrg\:rians also recognise Fiamite Usha went upst_ai_rto lav on her
' computer [nonHinite clause]
cohesion A text has cohesion if it is clear how th| A visit has been arranged fgear 6

meanings of its parts fit together.
Cohesive devices can help to do this.

In the example, there are repeated
references to the same thing (shown b
the differentstyle pairing¥, and the
logical relations, such as time and cau
between different parts are clear.

to theMountain Peaks Field Gdy
Centre leaving school at 9.30armhis
is an overnight visit. The centrénas
beautiful grounds and nature trail
During the afternoorthe childrenwill
follow the trail.

cohesive device

Cohesive devices are words used to

show how the different parof a text fit

together. In other words, they create

cohesion.

Some examples of cohesive devices a

A determiners and pronouns, which
can refer back to earlier words

A conjunctions and adverbs, which
can make relations between
words clear

A ellipsis of expected words.

Juliabds dad bolhg
football was expensivédieterminer;
refers us bek to a particular football]

Joe was given a bike for Christmé&te
likedit very much[the pronouns refer
back to Joe and the bike]

We o6 | | b e g beforege gs |
to the park[conjunction; makes a
relationship of timeclear]

|l 6m afraid weore
for the next trainMeanwhile we
could have a cup of tepadverb;
refers back to the time of waiting]

Where are you going? [] To school!
[ellipsis of the expected wordsd m
going links the answer back to the
question]

complement A verb’s subject She iour teacher[adds more
information about itsubject, and its information about the subjecthd
ggj_gg: complement does the same for They seem very competdatids more
ODIECt. information about the subjec¢hey]
Unl i ke t he v anplénmerst :

o Learning makes migappy [adds more
may be an adjective. The velsh information about the objecing
normally has a complement.

compound, A compound word contains at least tw( blackbird, blowdry, bookshop, ice

compounding

root words in its morphology; e.g.
whiteboard, supermarCompounding is
very important in English.

cream, English teacher, inkjet, ene
eyed, bondary, babysit, daydream,
outgrow

conjunction

A conjunction links two words or
phrases together.

There are two main types of
conjunctions:

A co-ordinating conjunctions (e.g.

and) link two words or phrases

James bought a baindball. [links the
wordsbatandball as an equal pd

Kylie is youndout she can kick the ba
hard. [links two clauses as an equal

pair]
Everyone watcheshenKyle does




Term Guidance Example
together as an equal pair backflips. [introduces a subordinate
A subordinating conjunctions (e.g. clause]
when) introduce a subordinate Joe candt pbecusd e ¢
clause injured.[introduces a subordinate
- clause]
consorant A sound which is produced when the | /p/ [flow of air stopped by the lips,
speaker closes off or obstructs the floy then released]
Sl;i?:r tl?rgu%mtmivoictzlet{r? ct, usually It/ [flow of air stopped by the tongue
9 1Ips, 9 ' touching the roof of the mouth, then
Most of the letters of the alphabet released]
;e?rgsjg;goncssnnfgt?éiﬂ%w; leteers /fl [flow of air obstructed by the
s’Ol’Jn(’js y P — bottom lip touching the top teeth]
/s/ [flow of air obstructed by the tip of
the tongue touching the gum line]
continuous Seeprogressive
co-ordinate, Words or phrases are-codinated if Susanand Amra met in a café[links

co-ordination

they are linked as an equal pair by a
co-ordinatingconjunction (i.e.and, but,
or).

In the examples on the right, the-co
ordinated elements are showrbioid,
and the conjunction is underlined.

The difference between emdination
andsubordination is that, in
subordination, the two linked elements
are not equal.

the wordsSusarandAmraas an equal
pair]

They talkedanddrank teafor an

hour. [links two clauses as an equal
pair]

Susan got a buput Amra walked
[links two clausesss an equal pair]

Not co-ordination:They atebefore
they met[beforeintroduces a
subordinate clause]

determiner A determiner specifies a noun as know the home teanfarticle, specifies the
or unknown, and it goes before any team as known]
nmooudr:fsu)ers (e.g. adjectives or other agood teanjarticle, specifies the tear
' as unknown]
soma gxamples of determiners are: that pupil [demonstrative, known]
A articles (the, a or an) _ ~ .
] . _ J u | pagedbtgpossessive, known]
A demonstratives (e.g. this, those) _ -~
] _ somebig boys[quantifier, unknown]
A possessives (e.g. my, your) _
. N Contrasthometheteam, bigsome
A quantifiers (e.g. some, every). boys[both incorrect, because the
determiner should come befarther
modifiers]
digraph A type ofgrapheme where two letters | Thedigrapheain eachis pranounced

represent onphoneme.

Sometimes, these two letters are not n
to one another; this is called a split
digraph.

fi:l.
The digraplshin shedis pronounced
lel.

The split digraphi ein lineis
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pronounced fd.
ellipsis Ellipsis is the omission of a word or Frankie waved to lvana arghe
phrase which is expected and watched her drive away.
predictable. She did it because she wanteai¢sit.
etymology Aword s et ymol ogy i | Thewordschoolwas borrowed from a
origins in earlier forms of English or Greek wordd+iéb(skhol§ meaning
other languages, and how its formand * | ei sur e’
e e ohgec, ey o1 | he woraverbcomes rom Latn
9 ’ verbum meaning ' wol
French.
The wordmuttoncomes from French
mouton meaning ‘s hg¢
finite verb Every sentence typically has at least 0| Lizziedoesthe dishes every day.

verb which is either past or present
tense. Such wiernles
imperative verb in a command is also
finite.

Verbs that are not finite, such as
participles or infinitives, cannot stand ¢
their own: they are linked to another
verb in the sentence.

[present tense]

Even Handid the dishes yesterday.
[past tense]

Do the dishes, Nasefimperative]
Not finite verbs:

A 1 have done them. [combined
with the finite verb have]

A 1 will do them. [combined with
the finite verb will]

A 1 want to do them! [combined
with the finite verb want]

fronting, fronted

A word or phrase that normally comes
after theverb may be moved before the
verb: when this happens, we say it hag
been ‘fronted’. F
advebial is anadverbial which has
been moved before the verb.

When writing fronted phrases, we oftel
follow them with a comma.

Before we begin make sur

a pencil.

[Without frontinggMa ke sur e
got a pencil before evbegin]
The day after tomorrow | 6 m v

my granddad.

[Without fronting:l 6 m vi si t
granddad the day after tomorraojw.

future

Reference to future time can be marke
in a number of different ways in Englis
All these ways involve the use of a
present-tense verb.

See alsaense.

Unlike many other languages (such as
French, Spanish or Italian), English ha
no distinct “futu
verb comparable with itsresent and

past tenses.

He will leavetomorrow.[presenttense
will followed by infinitiveleavg

He may leavdomorrow.[presert
tensemayfollowed by infinitive leavg

He leavesomorrow [presentense
leave$

Heis going to leavéomorrow.
[present tensks followed bygoing to
plus the infinitiveleavd
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GPC Seegrapheme-phoneme
correspondences.
grapheme A letter, or combination of letters, that | The graphemeéin the wordgen bet
corresponds to a singfghoneme within | andate corresponds to the phoneme
a word. .
The graphemehin the worddolphin
corresponds to the phoneme /f/.
graphemephoneme| The linksbetween letters, or The graphems corresponds to the
correspondences combinations of lettergy(aphemes) phoneme /s/ inthe wote b u't
and the speech soundginemes) that | j ¢ corresponds |
yrep ' the wordeasy.
In the English writing system,
graphemes may correspond to differern
phonemes in different wds.
head Seephrase.
homonym Two different words are homonyms if | Has heleft yet? Ye$ he went through
they both look exactly the same when | the door on théeft.
mgﬁn’%ﬁgfﬁggg exactly the same The noise a dog makes is called a
b ' bark. Trees havéark
homophone Two different words are homophones i hear, here
they sound exactly the same when some sum
pronounce. —
infinitive A verb’s infiniti]|lwanttowalk
as the heasvord in a dictionary (e.g. | will bequiet.
walk, bé.
Infinitives are often used:
A after to
A after modal verbs.
inflection When we addedto walk, or change dogsis an inflection ofdog.

mouse&o mice this change of
morphology produces an inflection
(*bending’) of th
special grammar (e.gast tense or
plural). In contrast, addineer to walk
produces a completely different word,
walker, which is part of the sameord
family. Inflection is sometimes thought
of as merely a change of ending, but, i
fact, some words change contely
when inflected.

wentis an inflection ofgo.

betteris an inflection ofgood

intransitive verb

A verb which does not need an object
a sentence to complete its meanig
described as intransitive Sraresitive
verb'.

We alllaughed

We would like to stay longer, but we
mustleave
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main clause A sentence contains at least one It was rainingbutthe sun was shining
clause which is not ssubordinate [two main clauses]
Ad—?:::ien’ “:‘IL;%hS: rﬂ:uscilns"[;nmai:n f\ﬁlrtrjl?:)i The marnwho wrote ittold methat it
of subordinate clahlses y was true [one main clause containing
: two subordnate clauses.]
She sai d, fi | foner ai
main clause containing another.]
modal verb Modal verbsare used to change the I cando this maths work by myself.

meaning of otheyerbs. They can
express meanings such as certainty,
ability, orobligation. The main modal
verbs arewill, would, can, could, may,
might, shall, should, musndought

A modal verb only hagnite forms and
has nosuffixes (e.g.l singi he sings
but notl musti hemusts.

This ridemaybe too scary for you!
Youshouldhelp your little brother.
Is it going to rain? Yes, might

Canning swim is importanfnot
possible becausmnmust be finite;
contrastBeing able to swim is
important wherebeingis not a modal
verb]

modify, modifier

One word or phrase modifies another |
making its meaning more specific.

Because the two words makelarase,
the ‘modifier’ i s
modified word.

In the phraseprimary-school teacher

A teacher is modified by primary-
school (to mean a specific kind
of teacher)

A school is modified by primary
(to mean a specific kind of
school).

morphology A word’s mor phol o] dogshasthe morphological make:
makeup in terms ofoot words and dog+s.
suffixes or prefixes, as well as other .
kinds of chgnge such as the change ol unhelpfulnessas the morphological
mMouseo mice makeup:
Morohol b q q unhelpful+ ness

orphology may be used to produce | ¢ _

differentinflections of the same word A where unhelpful = un + helpful
(e.g.boyi boyg, or entirely new words | A and helpful = help + ful
(e.g.boyi boyish belonging to the sam
word family.
A word that contains two or more root
words is acompound (e.g
news+paper, ice+cram).

noun The surest way to identify nouns is by | Our dogbit theburglar on hisbehind

the ways they can be used after

determiners such aghe for example,

mo st nouns wil |l f
matters/ matter

Nouns are sometimes callataming
words because they name people, pla

and‘things; this is often true, but it

My big brotherdid an amazingump
on hisskateboard

Actionsspeak louder thawords

Not nouns:
A H e dehind you! [this names a
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doesn’t h edhpourts romd
otherword classes. For example,
prepositions can name places and
verbscan name ‘'t hi ng¢

Nouns may be classified asmmon
(e.g.boy, day or proper (e.g.lvan,
Wednesday and also asountable(e.g.
thing, boy or non-countable (e.qg.stuff,
money. These classes can be recognis
by the determiners they combine with.

place, but is a preposition, not
a noun]

A She can jump so high! [this
names an action, but is a verb,
not a noun]

common, countables book books
two chocolatesoneday, fewerideas

common, norcountablemoney some
chocolate lessimagination

proper, countablévarilyn, London
Wednesday

noun phrase

A noun phrase is phrase with a noun
as itshead, e.g.some foxedoxeswith
bushy tails Some grammarians
recognise ongvord phrases, so that
foxes are multiplyingvould contain the
nounfoxesacting as the head of the no
phrasefoxes

Adult foxescan jump[adult modifies
foxes soadult belongs to the noun
phrase]

Almostall healthy adult foxes in this
areacan jump/all the other words
help to modifyfoxes so they all
belong to the noun phrase]

object An object is normally aoun, pronoun | Year2 designeguppets[noun acting
or noun phrase that comes straight as object]
gfter 'ghe\Lrb, and shows what the verh | like that. [pronoun acting as object]
is acting upon.
: . . Some people suggestadgretty
Objects can be turned into teebject of | . . .
apassive verb. and cannot be display [noun phrase acting as objec
adjectives (contrast with Contrast:
complements). A A display was suggested.
[object of active verb becomes
the subject of the passive verb]
A Year 2 designed pretty.
[incorrect, because adjectives
cannot be objects]
participle Verbs in English have two participles, | He iswalkingto school [present

call ed ‘ pr es ewmlkingp
taking and paasi waked
taker).

Unfortunately, these terms can be

confusing to learners, because:

A they don’t necessarily have
anything to do with present or
past time

A although past participles are
used as perfects (e.g. has eaten)

they are also used as passives

participle in aprogressive]

He hastakenthe bus to schoo[past
participle in aperfect]

The photo wasakenin the rain.[past
participle in apassive]
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(e.g. was eaten).
passive The sentencl was eaten by our dag | A visit wasarrangedby the school.
f[he passive oDur dog ate it A passive Our cat gotrun over by a bus.
is recognisable from:
A the past participle form eaten Active versions:
A the normal object (it) turned into A The school arranged a visit.
the subject A A bus ran over our cat.
A the normal subject (our dog) Not passive:
turned into an optional A He received a warning. [past
preposition phrase with by as its tense, active received]
head A We had an accident. [past
A the verb be(was), or some other tense, active had]
verb such as get.
Contrastactive.
A verb is not ‘pa
has a passive meaning: it must be the
passive version of an active verb.
past tense Verbs in the past tense@acommonly | Tom and Chrigshowedmne their new
used to: TV. [names an event in the past]
A talk about the past Antoniowenton holiday to Brazil
A talk about imagined situations [names an event in the past; irregula
] past ofgq]
A make a request sound more _
polite | wish Ihada puppy[names an
' imagined situation, not a situation in
Most verbs take auffix —ed to form the past]
thelglpas't)tensez but r?any commonly lwashopng youodd hel
used verbs are irregular. [makes an implied request sound mg
See alsgense. polite]
perfect The perfect form of aerb generally Shehas downloadedome songs.

calls attention to the consequences of
prior event; for examplédie has gone to
lunchimplies that he is still awayn
contrast withhe went to lunchh Ha d
gone to lunch’ ta
(i.e. when we arrived) as its reference
point and is another way of establishin
time relations in a text. The perfect ten
is formed by:

A turning the verb into its past
participle inflection

A adding a form of the verb have
before it.

It can also be combined with the

[present pdect; now she has some
songs]

| had eaterlunch when you came.
[ past perfect; [
you came]
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progressive (e.g.he has been going

phoneme A phoneme is the smallest unit of sour] The wordcathas three letters and
that signals a distinct, contrasting three phonemegkeet/
meaning. For example:

A It/ contrasts with /k/ to signal the
difference between tap and cap
A It/ contrasts with /I/ to signal the | The wordcaughthas six letters and
difference between bought and | three phonemeskd;t/
ball.

The wordcatchhas five letters and
three phonemegkan/

It is this contrast in meaning that tells {
there are two distinct phonemes at wo

There are around 44 phonemes in
English; the exact number depends on
regional accents. A single phoneme m
be represented in writing by one, two,
three or four letters constituting a sing|

grapheme.

phrase A phrase is a group of words that are | She waved ther mother[anoun
grammatically connected so that they | phrase, with the noumotheras its
stay together, and that expand a singl¢ head]

word, called the
noun phrase if its head is a nhoun, a
preposition phrase if its head is a
preposition, and so on; but if the head
averb, the phrase is calledciause. She waved to her mothga clause,
Phrase can be made up of other phrag with the verbwavedas is head]

She wavetb her mother[a
preposition phrase, with the
prepositionto as its head]

plural A plural noun normally has a&uffix -s | dogs[more thanone dog] boxes
or-es and means ‘ md[morethan one box]

There are a few nouns with different | mice[more than one mouse]
morphology in the plural (e.gmice,

formulag.
possessive A possessive can be: T a r_ibaplgTsariq has the book]
A a noun followed by an Theb o yamival [the boys arrive]

apostrophe, with or without s His obituary[the obituary is abadu

A apossessive pronoun. him]

The relation expressed by a possessiv| That essay imine [l wrote the essay]
goes well beyond ordinary ideas of
‘ p 0 s s e spessegsive may &t as ¢
determiner.

prefix A prefix is added at the beginning of a| overtake,disappear
word in order to turn it into another
word.

Contrastsuffix.

preposition A preposition links dollowing noun, Tom waved goodbyeChr i sty
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pronoun or noun phrase to some other
word in the sentence. Prepositions ofte
describe locations or directions, but ca
describe other things, such as relation
of time.

Words likebeforeor sincecan act either
as prepositions or @»njunctions.

be backrom Australiain two weeks.

I havenot sicathisn  my
morning.

Contrastl 6 m gsimdeno-gne
wants me herdktonjunction: links two
clauses]

preposition phrase

A preposition phrase has a preposition
its head followed by a noun, pronoun ¢
noun phrase.

He wasin bed
| met thenafter the party

present tense

Verbs in the present tense are
commonly used to:

A talk about the present
A talk about the future.

They may take a suffiks (depending on
thesubject).
See alsgense.

Jamalgoesto the pool egry day.
[describes a habit that exists now]

He canswim.[describes a state that ig
true now]

The busarrivesat three [scheduled
now]

My friendsare coming to play
[describes a plan in progress now]

progressive The progressive (also known as the | Michaelis singingin the store room.
‘“conuous’ )verbgemerallyo| [present progressive]
gescrlbcesoer\:]egtis |2 [i)rongress.tlt ;18 (faorm Amandawas making patchwork
aviciple (e.g.singing with a form of | AUt [past progressive]
{)he_veir%be(ég. hegwas singing The Ushahad been practisinfpr an hour
€(€.0. grr . when | called[past perfect
progressive canlgo be combined with rogressive]
theperfect (e.g.he has been singihg prog
pronoun Pronouns are normally used likeuns, | Amandawaved taVlichael.
gxcept that: | Shewaved tchim.
A they are grammatically more ~ , .
. J o0 h métler is over therddis
specialised .
) mother is over there.
A Itis harder to modify them Thevisit will be an overnighvisit.
In the examples, each sentence is writl This will be an overnightisit.
twice: once withnouns and once with Simonis the personSimon broke it
pronouns(underlined) Where the same | 5 is the onavho broke it.
thing is being talked abouhe words ard — —
shown in bold
punctuation Punctuation includes any conventional fi_Im@oingout, Usha andl wond be

features of writing other than spelling
and general layout: the standard
punctuation marks . ;;?!-—( )" "
and also worgspaces, capital letters,
apostrophes, paragraph breaks and bt
points. One important role of
punctuation is to indicateentence

boundaries.

long, 0 uniaid




Term

Guidance

Example

Received
Pronunciation

Received Pronunciation (often
abbreviated to RP) is an accent which
used only by a small minority of Englis
speakers in England. It is not associats
with any one region. Because of its
regional neutrality, it is the accewhich
is generally shown in dictionaries in the
UK (but not, of course, in the USA). RF
has no special status in the national
curriculum.

register

Classroom lessons, football
commentaries and novels use differen
registers of the same language,
recognsged by differences of vocabular
and grammar . Regi
a language which are each tied to a ra
of uses, in contrast with dialects, whicl
are tied to groups of users.

| regret to inform you that Mr Joseph
Smith has passed awdformal letter]

Have you heard that Joe has died?
[casual speech]

Joe falls down and dies, centre stage
[stage direction]

relative clause

A relative clause is a special type of
subordinate clause that modifies a
noun. It often does this by using a
relativepronoun such asvhoor thatto
refer back to that noun, though the
relative pronourthatis often omitted.

A relative clause may also be attached
aclause. In that case, the pronoun refe
back to the whole clause, rather than
referring back to a noun.

In the examples, the relative clauses a
underlined, andboththe pronounsand
the words they refer back &we in bold.

T h at GeywHolives near shool.
[whorefers back tdoy]

Theprizethat | wonwas a book[that
refers back tqrize

Theprizel wonwas a bookfthe
pronounthatis omitted]

Tom broke the gamewvhich annoyed
Ali. [whichrefers back to the whole
clause]

root word

Morphology breaks words down into
root words, which can stand alone, anc
suffixes orprefixeswhi ch can
example helpis the root word for other
words in itsword family such aselpful
andhelplessand also for itsflections
such aselping.Compound words (e.qg.
help-desh contain two or more root
words. When looking in a dictionary, w
sometimedave to look for the root
word (or words) of the word we are
interested in.

played[the root word iglay]
unfair [the root word idair]

football [the root words aréotand
ball]

schwa

The name of a vowel sound that is fou
only in unstressed positis in English.
It is the most common vowel sound in
English.

Itis writtenas [ o/ in th

/alhn /alorq]
Jost dhitter]
/dhktal [docior]




Term Guidance Example
Phonetic Alphabet. In the English
writing system, it can be written in mar]
different ways.

sentence A sentence is a group wfords which John went to .Héd s
are grammaticallgonnected to each stayed there till tedime
gg;ﬁ;rtl)gé not to any words outside the John went to his

' stayed there till tedime.[This is a
The form of a sen|{‘comma splice’, F
shows whether it is being used as a | which a comma is used wigeeither a
statement, a question, a command or ¢ full stop or a semcolon is needed to
exclamation. indicate the lack of any grammatical
A sentence may consist of a single connection between the two claujes
clause or it may contain seatclauses | You are my friendstatement]
held together by subordination or-co | Are you my friendpquestion]
Prdlnatlon. Clas§|fy|ng §entences as | gao my friend{command]
simpl e’ , compl e _
be confusing, bec What a good friend you are!
sentence may be complicated, and a | [exclamation]
‘compl ex’ one may| Alwenthome on his bike to his
The terms s i -ulgubeeentenceé  a | goldfish and his current library book
ﬁ 1nfu-|tlatuse sentence may b € about pets|single-clause sentence]
elpful.

P She went shopping but took back
everything she had bought because
didnét | irule-claasey
sentence]

split digraph Seedigraph.

Standard English

Standard English can be recognised b
the use of a very small range of forms
such aghose books, | did &ndl w a
doing anythingrather than their nen
Standard equivalents); it is not limited
any particular ament. It is the variety of
English which is used, with only minor
variation, as a major world language.
Some people use Standard English all
the time, in all situations from the most
casual to the most formal, so it covers
mostreqisters. The aim of the national
curriculum is that everyone should be
able to use Standard English as neede
in writing and in relatively formal
speaking.

| did it because they were not willing
to undertake any more work on those
houses|formal StandardEnglish]

I did it cos they
work on those housdgasual Standar
English]

I done it cos the
work on them housegasual non
Standard English]

stress A syllable is stressed if it is praunced | about
more forcefully than the syllables next visit
it. The other syllables are unstressed. | —
subject The subject of a verb is normallythe | Rul a 6 s weantott.h e r

noun, noun phrase or pronoun tha

names -¢ehe -6db’ b@&h

Thatis uncertain.
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subject’s nor mal
A just before the verb in a
statement

A just after the auxiliary verb, in a
question.

Unl i ke twljeetander b’ s
complement, the subject can determin
the form of the verb (e.¢.am youare).

The childrerwill study the animals.

Will the childrenstudy the animals?

subjunctive

In some languagetheinflections of a
verb include a large range of special
forms which are used typically in
subordinate clauses, and are called
‘“subjunctives’ . E
suchforms and those it has tend to be
used in rather formal styles.

The school requires that all pupite
honest.

The school rules demand that pupils
notenterthe gym at lunchtime.

If Zoéwerethe class president, things
would be much better.

subordinate,
subordination

A subordinate word or phrase tells us

more about the meaning of the word it
subordinate to. Subordination can be

thought of as an unequal relationship

between a subordinate word and a ma
word. For example:

A an adjective is subordinate to the

noun it modifies

A subjects and objects are
subordinate to their verbs.

Subordination is much more common
than the equal relationship ob-
ordination.

See alsgubordinate clause.

big dogs[big is subordinate tdogg

Big dogsneedlong walks [big dogs
andlong walksare subordinate to
need

We canwatchTWhen weobyv
[wWhen we 6 \Jseubbrdimate t®
watch

subordinate clause

A clause which isubordinate to some
other part of the sanmentence is a
subordinate clause; for example,Tihe
apple that | a& was sourthe claus¢hat
| ateis subordinate tapple(which it
modifies). Subordinate clauses contras
with co-ordinate clauses as it was
sour but looked very tast{Contrast:
main clause)

However, clauses that are directly
guoted as direct speech are not
subordinate clauses.

That 6 s whbhreBeslivase e {
[relative clause; modifiesstreet

He watched heas she diappeared
[adverbial; modifieswatched

What you saidvas very nicelacts as
subject of wag

She notice@n hour had passedhacts
asobject of noticed

Not subordinatetHe shoued,ii L 0 o }
out! o

suffix

A suffix is an ‘e

of one word to turn it into another word

Unlike root words, suffixes cannot

stand on their own as a complete word

calli called

teachi teacker [turns averb into a
noun]

terror i terrorise[turns a noun into a




Term Guidance Example
Contrastprefix. verb]
greeni greersh [leavesword class
unchanged]
syllable A syllable sounds like a beata&word. | Cathas one syllable.
SyIIabIes'conS|st of at least onewel, Fairy has two syllables.
and possibly one or mopm®nsonants.
Hippopotamudas five syllables.
synonym Two wordsare synonyms if they have | talk’i speak
the same meaning, or similar meaning oldi elderly
Contrastantonym.
tense In English, tense is the choice betweer He studies [present tense presat

present andpast verbs, which is
special because it is signalled by
inflections and normally indicates
differences of time. In contrast,
languages like French, Spanish and
Italian, have three or more distinct teng
forms,including a future tense. (See
also:future.)

The simple tenses (present and past) I
be combined in English with theerfect

andprogressive.

time]

He studiedyesterday[past tense
past time]

He studiestomorrow, or else[present
tense- future time]

He may studyomorrow [present tensg
+ infinitive — future time]

He plansto studytomorrow [present
tense + infinitive- future time]

If hestudiedt o mor r o w, h
differencel[past tense-imagined
future]

Contrast three distinct tense forms in
Spanish:

A Estudia. [present tense]
A Estudié. [past tense]

A Estudiara. [future tense]

transitive verb

A transitive verb takes at least one @bj
in a sentence to complete its meaning,
contrast to amtransitive verb, which
does not.

He lovesJuliet.
Sheunderstand€nglish grammar.

trigraph A type ofgrapheme where three letterg High, pure, pach, hedge
represent on@honeme.

unstressed Seestressed.

verb The surest way to identify verbs is by t| He livesin Birmingham [present

ways they can be used: they can usua
have aense, eitherpresent or past
(see alsduture).

Ver bs are sometim
words'’ because ma
action that someone does; while this ¢

be a way of recognising verbs, i d o ¢

tense]

The teachewrotea song for the class
[past tense]

Helikeschocolate [present tense; not
an action]

He knewmy father[past tense; not an
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distinguish verbs fromouns (which

can also name actions). Moreover mat
verbs name states or feelings rather th
actions.

Verbs can be classified in various way
for example, aguxiliary, or modal; as
transitive or intransitive; and as states
or events.

action]

Not verbs:
A Thewalkt o Hal i naosg
take an hour. [noun]

A All that_surfing makes
Morwenna so sleepy! [noun]

vowel

A vowel is a speech sound which is
produed without any closure or
obstruction of the vocal tract.

Vowels can fornsyllables by
themselves, or they may combine with
consonants.

In the English writing system, the letter
a, & i, 0, uandy canrepresent vowels.

word

A word is a unit of grammar: it can be
selected and moved around relatively
independently, but cannot easily be sp
In punctuation, words are normally
separated by word spaces.

Sometimes, a sequence that appears
grammatically tdoe two words is
collapsed into a single written word,
indicated with a hyphen or apostrophe
(egwelkbui I 3., heds

headteacheor head teachejcan be
written with or without a space]

I_6guing out.
9.30 am

word class

Everyword belongs to a word class
which summarises the ways in which i
can be used in grammar. The major w
classes for English areoun, verb,
adjective, adverb, preposition,
determiner, pronoun, conjunction.
Word cl asses ar e
of speech’

word family

Thewords in aword family are
normally related to each other by a
combination ofnorphology, grammar
and meaning.

teachi teacher
extend extenti extensive

grammari grammaticali
grammarian




