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BEECH STREET PRIMARY SCHOOL

Computing Policy
WHAT IS COMPUTING?

Computing is the new title for ICT under the new National Curriculum and refers to the use of computers to perform operations. 
OUR VISION FOR COMPUTING
Our vision is for Beech Street to become an e-confident school.  In order to achieve this vision we will:

8 Share our vision with staff, governors pupils and parents

8 Give staff appropriate training opportunities to become confident teachers of the Computing Curriculum.
8 Use computing as a tool to assist in school administration, planning, assessment and record keeping.
8 Create an environment where Computing is  a tool for teaching and learning across the curriculum and is used ‘hands on’ throughout the day.
WHY IS COMPUTING IMPORTANT FOR ALL PUPILS?
Computing is a core subject in the National Curriculum.  It is increasingly present in everyone’s daily life and by teaching computing skills we will equip children to participate in the modern world.  

Our aims when teaching Computing are:

8 to develop computing capability in finding, selecting and using information

8 to use computing for effective and appropriate communication

8 to monitor and control events both real and imaginary through computer coding
8 to apply computing skills and knowledge to learning in other curriculum areas

8 to apply computing skills to become confident, creative independent learners

8 to explore attitudes towards computing and its value to children and society in general
TEACHING AND LEARNING

As the aim of Computing is to equip children with the skills necessary to use technology to become independent learners, the teaching style that we adopt is as active and practical as possible.  Whilst at times we give children direct instruction on how to use software and hardware, the main emphasis of our teaching in computing is for individuals or groups of children to use computers to help them in whatever they are trying to study. So, for example, children might research a history topic using the internet, a specific programme or some cloud based learning platforms, present science data using graphs and charts or they may edit or use effects to improve the presentation of written work.
Computing is also taught explicitly in school, with each class having a 1 hour timetabled session to access the computers in the computing suite. School also have a selection of Ipads and laptops that can be used in classrooms.

We recognise that all classes have children with widely differing computing abilities.  This is especially true when some children have access to computers at home and some do not.  We provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability and experience of the child.  We achieve this by:

8 setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses

8 setting tasks of increasing difficulty 

8 grouping children by ability and setting different tasks for each ability group

8 providing resources of different complexity that are matched to the ability of the child

8 using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups
8 Using a progressive computing curriculum across school, meaning children are suitably challenged further in every year group. 
SEN

At Beech Street School we teach computing to all children, whatever their ability.  Computing forms part of our policy to provide a broad and balanced education for all children.  Computing has a considerable impact on the quality of work that children can produce; increasing their confidence and motivation. Computing can therefore be a very powerful tool for use with SEN children.  We take into account the targets set for individual children in their Individual Education Plans.

THE COMPUTING CURRICULUM
Beech Street school have opted to use a progressive computing curriculum that suitably challenges and builds upon prior learning in each year group. In computing, the children will cover 6 units- one per half term. These units are: E-Safety, Digital Literacy, Computer Science, Digital Creativity, Data Handling and Information Technology.

While we offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit.
The E-Safety element of the computing curriculum is increasingly important with the growing number of children who have access to the internet. Beech Street School has a separate E-Safety policy which all staff and children follow. 
For medium and short term planning we complete computing planning using the school’s foundation subject- medium term planning format. The planning will list objectives, in the form of ‘I can’ statements and activities for each unit of work. Teacher will also include differentiation so that each child’s ability is suitably matched.  The ICT Co-ordinator keeps and reviews these plans on a regular basis. 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage, computing is taught as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year.   We relate the computing aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. Teachers also have a small selection of computing curriculum ‘I cans’ to teach the children, to enable them to be ‘computing ready’ in Year 1.
RESOURCES

The children have access to a network of computers in the computing suite, this is timetabled in the afternoon so that each class have a 1 hour slot available for the specific teaching of Computing. There are a number of laptops available in school for both KS1 and KS2 children to use in their classrooms. We also have a selection of Ipads that teachers can plan to use across all of the curriculum areas.

The school uses Purple Mash and Espresso to further enhance the learning of computing. The children have individual passwords for Purple Mash and a cloud based saving option, so that they can access Purple Mash at home. 
E-Safety is an important part of the computing curriculum and all children are taught SMART E-safety rules before having access to the internet. Children do not have access to the internet independently in Nursery or Reception. 

The School employs a local authority Computing Technician who comes into school on alternate Mondays. 
HOMEWORK

Children may choose to use ICT to carry out homework tasks, but specific tasks using a computer are not set as some children do not have access to one at home.

ASSESSMENT AND RECORD KEEPING

Staff assess the learning of children at the end of each Computing module. The children are assessed as Not Meeting Expectation for Phase, Meeting Expectation for Phase or Exceeding Expectation for Phase. These judgements are based on teacher assessment and observation.
This assessment data will then be used to develop school practise, training and equipment to further improve the teaching of Computing across school. 
LINKS TO LITERACY

ICT contributes greatly to the teaching of Literacy.  Through the development of keyboard skills and the use of computers, children learn how to edit and revise text.  They have the opportunity to improve the presentation of their work by using desktop publishing software. The children will complete a Digital Literacy unit, as part of the computing curriculum. This will enable them to learn and use a range of different presentation software to enhance, improve and present their work.
LINKS TO NUMERACY

Children use spread sheets and data handling software to collect data, make predictions, analyse results and present information graphically.  Angles and measures can be developed through the use of control and monitoring software. The children will complete a Data Handling unit as part of the computing curriculum. This will enable them to use and apply mathematical knowledge in computing lessons. The children also have access to My Maths, which is used in lessons to enhance the teaching of maths through the use of computers.
LINKS TO OTHER CURRICULUM AREAS

The computing curriculum can be used and adapted to enhance the teaching of other curriculum areas. Purple Mash has a range of templates for work, linked to different areas of the national curriculum, including but not limited to: history topics, PSHCE and Spanish.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

All children irrespective of gender, race or religion have equal opportunity to develop computing skills at Beech Street Primary School.

MANAGEMENT

The computing team meet regularly to review the action plans, budget and provision of computing in school.  The team members are: 

Mrs Beaty
 
Headteacher
Miss O’Brien           E-Safety leader 
Miss Martin 
 
Computing Coordinator

Mrs Whittle 
Bursar

Mr Royle 
          Computing technician
The role of the Coordinator is to:

8 to support colleagues in the planning and teaching of computing
8 to provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school

8 to direct the work of the computing technician
8 to keep up to date with any changes to the computing curriculum

8 to ensure that the school has access to the latest technologies

8 to support and enable other members of staff to teach well planned and differentiated computing lessons
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