How can I help my child with Home Reading?
WHEN YOUR CHILD READS AT HOME…..
You can help your child by
• Encouraging your child to read at home.
• Listening whilst your child reads.
• Sharing a book and reading it aloud with your child, modelling expression and fluency.
• Sharing books, reading sections each, especially if your child wants to tackle a more difficult text.
• Recapping any words that your child found difficult.
• Giving your child lots of praise.
• Discussing what has been read. You may find the questions in this leaflet useful.
Reading Aloud to Your Child
Research has shown that reading aloud to children of all ages helps them to develop their writing
skills. This is because it helps pupils to develop their knowledge of language and story structure. It
also provides them with a greater range of ideas which they can use in their own writing, and gives
them access to texts that may be too complex for them to read alone. At school, we regularly read
books aloud to pupils from Foundation to Y6, and we would encourage parents to continue enjoying
the pleasure of sharing bedtime stories (or at any other time!), even after their child has become an
independent reader.
Asking the Right Questions
As your child becomes more confident with reading, they should be encouraged to spend time
reading quietly and independently. However, it is also important that your child has the opportunity to
discuss what they have read to demonstrate their understanding and to enable them to think more
carefully about the text.
In this leaflet we have included a range of questions which can be used and adapted when
discussing texts with your child. There are seven assessment foci (AFs) for reading that describe the
key elements of attainment. Below are the different reading skills that your child needs to develop.
Please use your own judgement when choosing questions, bearing in mind that reading sessions
should be enjoyable, and the age/reading ability of your child.
READING ASSESSMENT FOCI
AF 1: Use a range of strategies, including accurate decoding of text, to read for meaning.
AF 2: Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use
quotation
and reference to the text.
AF 3: Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts.
AF 4: Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and
presentational features at text level.
AF 5: Explain and comment on the writers’ use of language, including grammatical and literary
features

at word and sentence level.
AF 6: Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect of the text on
the
reader.
AF 7: Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical context and literary traditions.

QUESTIONS FOR USE DURING SHARED READING
AF1: DECODING STRATEGIES
Some of the best decoders are those that apply a number of strategies when faced with difficult or
unfamiliar words. Children need to have a range of strategies in case a strategy that they are reliant
upon doesn’t help them. Here is a range of strategies to teach children to improve their decoding
abilities:
• Vowel search: look for vowels in the word and see if any are placed next to each other to identify
long vowel sounds first. Read the rest of the word around these long vowel phonemes.
• Word beginnings/endings: identify common letter patterns in prefixes and suffixes– learn a range of
the most common word beginnings and endings.
• Words within words: what words that you already know can you find inside the longer word? Build
the rest of the word around the known (smaller) word.
• Tricky word clues: with words that seem to follow their own rules, can you find another way of
remembering them? For example, can you say it in a funny way? E.g. “B-E-A”-utiful! Does the shape
of the word remind you of something that is linked to the word? E.g. Monkey – the ‘m’ looks like the
eyes of the monkey, where
the ‘y’ reminds us of his tail.
• ‘Take a run-up!’: Go back to the start of the sentence, take a ‘run up’ and then either miss out the
tricky word or read aloud the first sounds of the word before finishing the rest of the sentence – can
you make a sensible guess as to what the word is? Which word best fits (with that starting sound)?
Now read the sentence
again with your best guess in – does it make sense?
• Be a detective: Look for all of the clues on the page/book to help you. Are there any
pictures/illustrations/titles/subheadings that help? Did something happen previously in what you’ve
read to give you a clue?
• Break it down: which sounds do you know already? Read aloud each of the small sounds
individually. Read back quicker and quicker until the word flows

AF2: UNDERSTAND, DESCRIBE, SELECT OR RETRIEVE INFORMATION, EVENTS OR IDEAS
FROM TEXTS AND
USE QUOTATION AND REFERENCE TO THE TEXT.
Key ideas in a paragraph
Write two things that this text tells you about…?

What information are we told in the first paragraph?
What point is raised in the final paragraph / section?
What is this passage describing?
Write two things that this non-fiction text tells you about...?
Can you identify what is fact? Opinion?
Which devices has the author used to indicate an opinion?
Can you distinguish between fact, opinion and fiction?
Can you tell me the key points raised?
What point was made here?
Can you find the part of the text which shows/tells us that..?
On what page could I find information about..?
How is this page set out?
Title
What is the title of this story?
Can you suggest an alternative title?
Why do you think the author used this title for the text?
Can you predict what the text might be about from the title?
Can you predict the genre of this book from the title?
Setting
Where did they go on holiday?
Which word is used to describe the…?
Which words are used to describe the…?
Can you identify any adjective phrases, which have been used to describe the setting?
How has the author created suspense in this description of the setting?
Compare the use of figurative language in the descriptions of the following settings.
Character
What are the names of the characters in the story?
Which words are used to describe the main character?
What sort of a person is...? What makes you think that?
There are two main characters in this text. Can you explain how they have been presented in
different ways?
Do you agree with the actions of… what would you have done?
What is revealed about the character through the following lines of speech?
Can you identify the flaws in this character?
Can you identify comments that are made by the author to show the shifting thoughts of the
character?
Plot
What is this story about? (Give lists of choices)
Can you describe in your own words, what has happened so far in the story?
When did…happen?
Thus story is about…?
Can you explain what is happening when...?
What is the main event in this text?
What is the high point in this text?

Can you retell this episode from the viewpoint of another character?
General
Can you predict what the book will be about from the title? Or from the cover illustration?
What extra information does this picture add?
Which words tell you that…?
What do you think will happen next?
Where will you find the index? What job does an index do?
Find 3 facts which show that…
Which person has this text been written in?
Which fact/s supports the idea that...?
Which of these statements is true?
Can you evaluate the value of this non-fiction text?
What does this word mean?
Can you think of a similar word?

AF 3: DEDUCE, INFER OR INTERPRET INFORMATION, EVENTS OR IDEAS FROM THE TEXT.
What sort of person is...? What makes you think that?
What is your opinion of this character?
How do you know (character) was feeling: happy, sad, scared, excited?
…was feeling upset. How do you know? Find two pieces of evidence.
Why do you think (character) did (state action)?
What choice would you have made?
Why do you think…is acting in this way?
Why do you think… said”…”?
What do you think…meant when he/she said “…”?
What does this tell you about the way he/she was thinking / feeling?
Why does the author describe the main character in this way?
What does this description reveal about the main character?
How do you know…and…were enemies? Best friends? Find two pieces of evidence.
Which of these characters do you feel closest to? Why?
Can you put the following events in the order that they happen in the story?
Why do you think the author describes the setting as “…”?
Can you find evidence in the text to prove this /that?
What suggests that..?
How do you know that..?
Which three facts tell you that..?
Both of these texts are about…In which ways are they similar? How are they different? Use the text
to explain your answer.
AF 4: IDENTIFY AND COMMENT ON THE STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION OF TEXTS,
INCLUDING GRAMMATICAL AND PRESENTATIONAL FEATURES AT TEXT LEVEL.
What is the information on the back of a story book called?
What is the title of this non-fiction report?
Where will you find an index? In which order will you find these words?
Can you explain what information you will find in a glossary?
Where will you find the contents in a non-fiction book?

What are the differences between fiction and non-fiction?
Why do you think that the writer/editor has set the page out like this?
Why do you think that the writer included a map at the beginning of the book?
What features on the page indicate that this is a play?
What information does this diagram tell you?
Why do you think the author chose to use arrows/lines in this diagram?
Which organisational devices help you find information quickly?
Why do you think this non-fiction text was printed onto a (state colour) background?
What strategies do you need to use to read an ICT text?
Which part of the text provides specific details about…?
How are these two texts similar? How are they different?
How does the way the title has been written encourage you to read this report?
What is the difference between a non-chronological report and an explanation?
Is this advertisement a good example of a persuasive text? If so, why? Why not?
AF 5: EXPLAIN AND COMMENT ON WRITERS’ USE OF LANGUAGE, INCLUDING
GRAMMATICAL AND
LITERARY FEATURES AT WORD AND SENTENCE LEVEL.
Which words rhyme in this poem?
Why do you think the author chose to use a question in the opening of this report?
Which adjectives have been used to describe…?
What do the following words tell you about…? (State place)?
Why do you think the author chose the word “…”
What does this tell you about…?
Why do you think this is an effective way to describe…?
Which words tell you in which way the character spoke?
What does the sentence”...” tell you about the way the character was speaking/feeling?
Which words or phrases create suspense in this piece of writing?
Why do you think the author chose to write the sentence in this way?
Why do you think the author chose to begin a new paragraph?
Why does the author describe the…. as a… (Simile/ metaphor)?
Why do you think that the writer opened the sentence/paragraph with that word?
What is the effect of the short sentences here? (AF4 & 5)
How did the writer achieve this effect?
What literary feature is being used here? Why do you think that the writer used it?
What is the effect of the alliteration / onomatopoeia here?
AF 6: IDENTIFY AND COMMENT ON WRITERS’ PURPOSES AND VIEWPOINTS, AND THE
OVERALL EFFECT OF THE TEXT ON THE READER.
Who is your favourite character? Why?
Look at the author’s description of… Why do you think the author wrote the description in this way?
Why do you think the author chose to use a short sentence in this part of the story?
Did you enjoy the story? Why?
What, in your opinion, was the most exciting part of the story? Explain your answer in as much detail
as you can.
How does that sentence / paragraph / chapter make you feel?
Why do you think the author used these similes?
What is your opinion of the ending the author chose?

Can you think of an alternative ending?
Does the story have a moral/message?
What can we learn about…from reading this non-fiction report?
How do these books differ in the information they have to offer?
How does the author try and persuade the reader to…? Use the text to explain your answer.
Do you think these are accurate instructions? Were they easy to follow?
AF7: RELATE TEXTS TO THEIR SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND HISTORIC CONTEXTS AND
LITERARY TRADITIONS.
What other texts does this remind you of? (Book, Film, etc)
In what period in history was this book set? How do you know?
How does the fact that this was set during the period of... effect the way that the writer chose to..?
Why do you think that the writer chose... (place) as the setting for this book? (Related to theme)
How does this text compare to other books that you have read by the same author?
Which genre best describes this story? Explain using evidence from the text.
What type of text is this? How do you know this?
Which other authors have used similar themes? Styles of writing?
When you think about ‘...’ (character) which other characters does it remind you of? Why?
What story does that remind you of?
Useful Websites:
www.booksforkeeps.co.uk
www.cool-reads.co.uk
www.ukchildrensbooks.co.uk
www.booktrusted.com
www.redhouse.co.uk
www.lovereading4schools.co.uk

Useful Publications:
Who next?: A Guide to Children’s Authors
Book Trust: Best Book Guide
Waterstone’s: Guide to Kid’s Books
70 Tried and Tested: Great Books to Read Aloud

