Totnes St John’s Primary School: Curriculum Overview for Year 5
English
Autumn Term
Non-fiction: Newspapers: A
newspaper report on Viking attack
on Lindisfarne.
Film Narrative: How to Train Your
Dragon

Art & Design

Use sketchbooks to collect, record, review, revisit & evaluate
Spring Term
Summer Term
Non-fiction: Explanation Texts: Why Narrative: Stories with a Historical ideas. Improve mastery of techniques such as drawing,
painting and sculpture with varied materials
was Baghdad so important?
Setting: My secret War diary by
Materials include: Charcoal, Watercolours, Wire and papier
Flossie Albright.
mache, pencil, ink
Non-fiction: Persuasive Writing:
Artists and designers include: Leonardo Da Vinci, Islamic Art

Why should we buy Fair-trade?

Narrative: Stories from other
Poetry: Poetic Style: I must go down cultures: The Arabian Nights. Will
to St John’s today.
your story save your life?

Plays: Children to write script of
scene from Flossie Diary.

Performing Poetry: The Lion and
Albert

Narrative: Myths and Legends:
Beowulf

Number/Calculation
Secure place value to 1,000,000
Use negative whole numbers in
context 
Use Roman numerals to 1000 (M)
Use standard written methods for
all four operations
Confidently add & subtract
mentally
Use vocabulary of prime, factor &
multiple
Multiply & divide by powers of ten
Use square and cube numbers

Projects include: 3D Viking Prows, Dartmoor Watercolours,
Self –portraits,
Book covers
Photography,
Landscape sketches
 Learn about great artists,
architects & designers

Design & Technology
Use research& criteria to develop products which are
fit for purpose and aimed at specific groups
 Use annotated sketches, cross-section diagrams &
computer-aided design
Analyse & evaluate existing products and improve
own work Use mechanical & electrical systems
in own products, including programming – design an air raid
warning system Cook savoury dishes for a healthy & varied
diet Viking Berry Bread, Smoothies for Trade cafe and A meal
prepared on rations

Mathematics
Geometry & Measures
Convert between different units
Calculate perimeter of
composite shapes & area of
rectangles
Estimate volume & capacity
Identify 3-d shapes
Measure & identify angles
Understand regular polygons
Reflect & translate shapes
Data
Interpret tables & line graphs
Solve questions about line
graphs

Science
The Big Ideas!
Physics: Time & Space.
How did the Vikings find their way?
Forces.
Gravity, Air resistance, Water Resistance, Friction,
Levers, pulleys, gears. How did they build Baghdad?
Biology
Life cycles of plants & animals (inc. mammal, insect, bird,
amphibian)
Describe changes as humans develop & mature
Chemistry 
Classify materials according to a variety of properties
Understand mixtures & solutions
Know about reversible changes; identify irreversible
changes

Fractions
Compare & order fractions
Add & subtract fractions with
common denominators, with
mixed numbers
Multiply fractions by units
Write decimals as fractions
Order & round decimal numbers
Link percentages to fractions &
French
decimals
Engage in conversations, expressing opinions.

Modern

History
Viking Raiders, 789 - 1066
‘Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of
England.’ Local links: Life in Saxon Totnes.
AD900 – A Year To Remember.
How good was life in Totnes compared
to other parts of the world?
In depth study of Early
Islamic civilisation: Baghdad.

A study of an aspect British history beyond 1066:
[Linked to ‘Adolphus Tips’ & residential trip].
What impact did events in Slapton have on WW2?

Computing
Design & write programs to solve problems
 Use sequences, repetition, inputs, variables and
outputs in programs
 Detect & correct errors in programs
 Understand uses of networks for
collaboration & communication
 Be discerning in evaluating digital content

Languages

Listen attentively and understand more complex phrases
and sentences.
Prepare and practise a simple conversation, reusing
familiar vocabulary and structures.
Prepare a short presentation on a familiar topic.
Write words, phrases and short sentences, using a reference .
Look at further aspects of their everyday lives from the
perspective of someone from another country.
Recognise similarities and differences between places.

Physical
Area Sports
Programme
Year A
Netball
Gymnastics
Dartmoor Threeball
YearB
Tag Rugby
Hand ball
Athletics

Education

Additional PE Units:
Year A
Gymnastics, Dance, Circuit
training, Swimming, Dance,
Athletics
Year B
Gymnastics, Dance, Circuit
training, Swimming, Dance,
Athletics

Geography
Human geography:
settlement, land use,
trade links etc. Features of major cities across the
world.
The Round City: Baghdad.
Human geography linked to history.
Use maps, atlases etc to locate countries and
describe features.
Locational Knowledge.
Skills development.

Music


Perform with control & expression solo &
in ensembles
Improvise & compose using dimensions of
music
 Listen to detail and recall aurally
Use and understand basics of staff notation
Develop an understanding of the history of music,
including great musicians & composers

Religious

Education

Autumn Term – How do people express their faith
through the arts?

Spring Term – What does it mean to be a
Hindu?
Summer Term – How do people express their
faith through their actions?
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