Curriculum Overview for Year 2
English
AUTUMN
 Narrative: Children plan, write
and read aloud an original story,
based on the Oliver Jeffers’ books:
The Way Back Home, How to
Catch a Star and Lost and Found.
 Explanations: Children re-tell the
moon landing.
 Instructions: Children write
instructions for how to make a
space rocket.
 Poetry: Children write poems
inspired by the Snowman story.

SPRING

SUMMER

 Information: Children examine a

Mathematics
SPRING















Number, place value and rounding.
Measurement.
Statistics.
Addition and subtraction.
Geometry: properties of shaes.



range of non-fiction information texts
before researching a particular area,
planning and filming a documentary
about it and finally writing an
information text book of their own.
 Poetry: Children study a range of
patterned poetry and compose their
own piece based on the term’s
theme.
 Narrative: Children look at a range of
texts by Julia Donaldson and write
their own picture book for young
children, inspired by ‘The Snail & the
Whale’.

AUTUMN

Art & Design

(additional daily phonics/SPaG and fortnightly Exciting Writing)

Number and place value.
Multiplication and division.
Statistics.
Measurement.
Addition and subtraction.
Geometry: properties of shape.
Geometry: position and
direction.




Persuasion: Children design
a persuasive poster
about food,
persuading people
to make healthy
choices.
Explanations: Children
learn about new sports and
explain how to do them to
their friends.



Seascapes: Emotive seascape paintings, inspired by Monet’s ‘Wild
Coast at Belle-Ile’, Winslow-Homer’s ‘Incoming Tide’ and Van
Gogh’s ‘Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer’.
 Class trip to the coast for an art enrichment day.
 Picture frames: Made from collected shells and pebbles from the
class trip, and used to frame the children’s artwork.
 Action art: Children learn of a range of artistic styles and create
pieces inspired by physical activity: the movement of fibres in
muscles, facial expressions and body shape.
Lichtenstein (pop art) Pixilated action art.
Warhol (pop art) Celebrating sporting success through popular culture.
Matisse (impressionism) Using lines to illustrate movement.
Picasso (cubism) Abstracted form – sport from multiple viewpoints.

Design & Technology

SUMMER









Number and place value.
Measurement.
Statistics.
Addition and subtraction.
Multiplication and division.
Fractions.
Geometry: properties of shape.
Geometry: position and
direction.

Children make giant papier-mâché models of the planets in
the solar system.

Children create a ‘universe in a jar’ (linked to English).

Children design and build a supersized space
rocket (out of junk materials – linked to
History).

Children create the moon surface using clay.

Children make a children’s pop-up book, using different
folds. They then write an accompanying story to go inside
the finished book.

Children look at food groups and design healthy menus
and nutritious smoothies (linked to science work).

Modern










Light and dark (the night sky).
Forces and motion (linked to building a space rocket) / Materials
(choices for space rocket design).
Children find out how people travel by sea, using the RNLI
resources to support their learning (soap-powered boat
investigation).
Children will look at materials through various scientific inquiries,
introducing them to the features of scientific reports.
Healthy diets: the food chain; food sources; the Eatwell Plate.
We will look at living things and their habitats.
Class trip: We’ll be going on a class trip to Tesco in Newton Abbot
to look behind the scenes at a large supermarket and find out
where the food on the shelves actually comes from.
Children will look at the importance of daily physical activity and
sport.
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Languages






Children use cameras to create short animated films
(based on the moon landing).
 Children use the internet to research
information on animals for their information
books. They use cameras to film their
documentaries and Microsoft Word to word
process their book.

Geography

The moon landing and Neil Armstrong, with comparisons
to other adventurers: Christopher Columbus.
The history of space travel.
The story of the Titanic.
The history of the Olympics: Baron de Coubertin.







Children use directional language (north, east, south,
west) to direct others to a location on a map (linked to
maths work on direction).
Map work to identify the seven continents, five oceans
and countries of the UK.
Naming and locating the four countries of the UK and
capital cities and surrounding seas.
Weekly weather watch, looking at daily and seasonal
weather patterns.

Music

Not taught.
 Children use their voices expressively and creatively
to sing songs and speak chants and rhymes.
 They play tuned and untuned instruments musically.
 They begin to compose by making and combining
sounds, using the elements of music:: pulse and
rhythm, pitch, tempo and dynamics.
 They listen to and understand live and recorded
music.

History











Science

Computing



Physical
 DPA (Daily
Physical Activity).
 Swimming.
 Tag rugby.
 Handball.
 Circuits.
 Athletic
 Dartmoor 3-Ball.

Education

Religious

Education

AUTUMN: Special places and symbols, including food, in
religion.
SPRING: How we celebrate the important
milestones during the journey
of life.
SUMMER: How should we lead our lives? Learning from
leaders and teachers and from special stories.

www.primarycurriculum.me.uk

Template created by Michael Tidd 2013

www.primarycurriculum.me.uk

