
Reception Class Overview 2016-2017 
 
Area of Learning Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Myself Festivals Community 
Chinese New Year  

Spring 
Easter 

Life Cycles 
Growing 

Holidays/Water 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

New routines 
Class Promises 

Emotions 

Working and 
Playing together 
Making friends 
Firework Safety 

Welly 
Wednesday 

Sneeze safety 
Fire safety 

Dialling 999 
Playtimes 

Welly Wednesday 

Growing up. 
Saying sorry 

Being Responsible 
Life Education Bus 

Healthy Eating and 
Heathy Living 

 

Sun Safety 
Holiday/ Seaside 

safety. 

Communication  
and  

Language 
 
 

Read, Write, Inc 
Listening to Stories 

Circle Time 
Taking turns to talk 

Vocabulary Development 
Grammar Development 

Story Making 

Read, Write, Inc 
Listening to Stories 

Circle Time 
Taking turns to talk  

Vocabulary Development 
Grammar Development 

Story Making 

Read, Write, Inc 
Listening to Stories 

Circle Time 
Taking turns to talk  

Vocabulary Development 
Grammar Development 

Story Making 

Physical  
Development 

Spatial Awareness 
Core Skills 

Dance 

Dance 
Core skills 

Balancing and 
Aiming  

Gymnastics 
Stretching, curling 

Core skills 
Ball skills 

 

Gymnastics/ Dance 
Over and Under 

Core Skills 
Ball Skills 

Balance bikes 

Bat and Ball skills 
Core Skills 

Relay 
Dance 

Balance bikes 

Sports Day  
Activities 

Core Skills 

Literacy 
 

Follow RWI Programme 

Mathematics Number Rhymes songs and stories. 
Counting forwards and backwards up to 20 

Recognising numbers to 20 
Ordering numbers up to 20 

Finding more than and one less than 
Describing and comparing 2D and 3D shapes 

Recognising patterns 
Use of mathematical vocabulary to describe and 

compare shapes and measurements. 
Solve practical problems 

Money 

As Autumn Term plus 
Writing numerals to 20 

Addition through combining groups and by 
counting on. 

Subtraction by taking away and counting 
back. 

Doubling, halving and sharing. 
Measures – comparison of mass, capacity 

Use of everyday words to describe position. 
 

As Autumn and Spring Term plus 
Understanding time 

Begin to read o’clock times 
Direct comparisons of length, mass and 

capacity 
Use of ordinal numbers 

 

Understanding of 
the World  

The World Stories from 
around the world 

(on-going) 
Exploring the 
environment. 

Changing 
seasons 
Autumn - 
Changing 
seasons. 

Chinese New Year 
World Map (on 

going) 
Winter 

Freezing and 
Melting 

 

Growing 
Signs of Spring 

 

Life Cycles 
Pond dipping  
Bug hunting  

Where does food 
come from? 

Natural 
Environment 

World map – where we 
are going on holiday 

Experiments with water 
 
 

Technology Operating 
computer 
programs 

Operating 
Computer 
programs 

 

Introduction to the 
Computer Suite 

Operating computer 
programs 

Remote Control 
Toys 

Beebots 
Technology in the 

home 

ICT in the world 
around us. 
Operating 

computer programs 

Operating computer 
programs 

People and 
Communities 

News 
All About me 

book 

News 
Harvest 
Diwali 

Bonfire Night 
Christmas 

When I was small 
Growing Up 

Chinese New Year 
Our Community 

People Who Help Us 

Old Toys 
Old Photographs 

Mother’s Day 
Easter 

Bible Stories  
 

Bible Stories 
Infant Baptism 

 

Expressive Art and 
Design 

Introduction 
of 

Construction 
Sets 

Singing 

Painting 
Portraits 
Collage 
Singing 

 

Printing 
Outdoor art 
using nature 

Singing 
 

Making Chinese 
Dragon 

Large Scale Painting 
Colour mixing. 

Singing/instruments 

Design and make 
project. 

Moving to music 
Singing/instruments 

Junk Modelling 
Moving to music 

Singing/instruments 
 

Pastel drawing 
Singing/instruments 

Den Making 
Story Making 

 


