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Introduction
2016 sew an overhaul of the national curriculum tests (commonly referred to as SATs)
for both Year 2 and Year 6 children to match the newly updated national curriculum.
This guide provides information on what parents/carers can expect and how they can
support their children in the run-up to the tests.

About the tests
The first thing to say about the Key Stage 1 tests is that your child may be completely
unaware that they are taking them. We have considerable flexibility in how we
implement the tests and much of it will feel like a normal classroom day; teachers will
do their best to ensure that children are not at all concerned about the tests. To allow
this, the tests do not need to be taken on a specific day, but can be throughout the
month of May near the end of Year 2, with pupils either individually, in groups or all
together as a class. There are six papers altogether across English and mathematics.
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Marking and Results Your child’s teacher will mark the test and their marks (the total out of
60 marks) will be converted into a scaled score and each child will receive an overall result
indicating whether or not they have achieved the required standard of the test. A wide range of
evidence is taken into account when teachers assess in KS1 – teacher assessment is not purely
based on the test result; it is used to inform their judgement.
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Marking and Results
All the tests will be marked by our Y2 teachers, in school. Your child’s score will be
converted to a scaled score to allow it to be compared to others’. Scaled scores will
normally range between 80 and 130. The scale will be set so that reaching a score of
100 will indicate that your child is working at the expected standard for the end of Key
Stage 1. Higher scores indicate more advanced attainment, with lower scores suggesting
that your child may need some additional support to catch up with his or her peers.
Scores will be provided for reading and mathematics, with a single score for grammar,
punctuation and spelling. These results then inform the teacher, together with other
evidence, such as progress in books, and will be reported to you in writing.
Teachers must refer to the interim teacher assessment frameworks to fulfill their
statutory duty to report at the end of the key stage.
The frameworks contain a number of ‘pupil can’ statements such as, ‘The pupil can
write a narrative about their own and others’ experiences (real and fictional), after
discussion with the teacher using sentences with different forms in their writing
(statements, questions, exclamations and commands).
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To demonstrate that pupils have met a standard, teachers will need to have evidence
that a pupil demonstrates consistent attainment of all the statements within the
standard and all the statements in any preceding standard(s).
The frameworks contain 3 standards, which will be used to report to parents:




working towards the expected standard
working at the expected standard
working at greater depth within the expected standard

Pupils will be grouped into 4 categories; the 3 categories above plus an additional
category for those pupils that do not meet the ‘working towards’ standard. (There are a
set of guidelines to inform teachers about the pre-working towards the expected
standards).

Further information:
Dalton School Website (Videos for parents):
http://www.daltonschool.co.uk/parents/sats-info-2016
Department for Education (Video for Parents):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A4T7cToOXfk
Department for Education (General Guidance for schools):
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/teacher-assessment-key-stage-1-andkey-stage-2
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