[bookmark: _GoBack]Welcome back. Hope that you have all had a fabulous Christmas break and a Happy New Year. We do hope that you are now ready for the exciting spring term ahead! It is going to be a very busy one with the building work well under way. We have a lot to look forward too!             
Literacy      
[image: Image result for indiana jones and the  temple]During this first half term, Years 3 and 4 will be writing an adventure narrative based on Indian Jones visiting a Mayan temple. We will then go on to looking at Play scripts and writing a non-chronological report about Mayan Civilisation. The children will carry out lots of drama, hot seating characters and thinking about their setting. We will be using the Talk for Writing approach in our work. We will also be carrying out lots of comprehension activities throughout the term. 
Please continue to read the exciting new reading scheme books at home, asking your child questions about the texts. This has proven to be a valuable and worthwhile task so please continue to support us at home! 

Numeracy
[image: Related image][image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTQWuIRAZoNfpsca5YcadfUbRH1NjQFBNcBg6JK2Y1_7csscO8s]Children in Year 3 will be moving on to division and fractions for the first part of this half term. We will be looking at this practically. Children will learn how to add and subtract fractions using both the same and different denominator. They will also be learning about mixed numbers in fractions. Some children will go on to look at what fractions look like as a decimal. In Year 4 the children will be working on Multiplication, fractions and measures. The children will learn formal written methods for multiplication as well as undertaking reasoning work to improve their depth of understanding. The fractions work will encompass the use equivalent fractions and calculating fractions of a quantity. Perimeter and area will be the focus of the work on measures. Practical maths is a key part of our curriculum and so all children will get to use practical maths in their everyday learning. Children will be asked to learn their Times Tables weekly, using Rock Stars Time Tables. Please encourage children to continue to learn their multiplication tables and use Rock Star Superstars for their weekly tests.       
           
                     


Design and Technology: 
Year 3 and 4 will be researching and discussing various patterns in Mayan times. They will also be researching specific architects that include pattern in their work. Year 3 will be making a photo frame using pattern in their design. Year 4 will be making a small Mayan themed decorative money container.


 Science: Animals and Living Things 

[image: Image result for animals including humans]Children will learn about Animals and Living Things in Year 3. The children will learn the characteristics of different animals. The children will work scientifically and collaboratively to investigate how to classify animals. Children will identify the parts of a plant. Year 4 will be exploring Living Things and their habitats with a focus on the classification of plants and animals using branching classification diagrams. They will also investigate and then design a habitat for an insect. 

Geography/ History: 
[image: Image result for mayans map]Our topic is Mayans and the Aztecs. The children will be learning all about Mayan civilisation and where the Maya were in the World. They will be locating specific countries, and identifying cities within these countries. They will be using timelines to place the Mayan Civilisation within a world history context. 
                                                     
ICT: 
[image: j0311844[1]]The Year 3 children will become presenters and network engineers. They will investigate how computer networks work. They will learn simple command prompts. Year 4 will develop their music making skills through a program called ‘Notivate’ which combines the use of ICT and musical composition. 

RE: Islam 5 Pillars and Muslims and Jews
Year 3 will learn about Islam and the 5 Pillars, where we will find out all about main beliefs and where people go to worship. Year 4 will be learning all about Muslims and Jews, finding out about their religions and prayer. 
 [image: Image result for islam and the 5 pillars]

Art: 
The children will continue to look at sketching and their use of tone and colour.   

[image: http://www.vicradio.org/img/musicreviews.jpg]Music: 
The children will carry out work on the Charanga scheme of work on ‘Benjamin Britain’ and working on a ‘Glockenspiel’, which is all about listening to various pieces of music and then appraising them and performing them.  







P.E.
Games and PE lessons will be on Monday and Friday for year 3 and Monday and Thursday for Year 4. Please make sure you have the correct kit for both indoor and outdoor lessons. If the children do not have their PE kits, letters will be sent home.  The children will be learning various balancing skills and using the apparatus. .  
                                  [image: Image result for children using the apparatus in pe]
PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Education):
In PSHE, we will be using the Apples Friends Material. Mr Currell will continue to teach the children’s PSHE sessions each week. 

Guided Reading and Spellings:
The children will be taking part in guided reading sessions, through our literacy daily lessons. Comprehension activities will be carried out at least once a week. Children will continue to be given 10 spellings to learn weekly. These spellings will then be tested on a Wednesday. Please continue to help your child to Look, Say, Cover, Write and Check. Children will have to write 6 of these spellings into a sentence.  

Homework:  
The children will be given a set piece if homework each Wednesday to take home and complete. This homework will then be due in on the following Monday. Homework will be based on what the child has been learning in school that week and it may be Literacy, Numeracy or Topic based. Please encourage your children to take the time to carry out high quality homework that is completed by themselves. I want to know what your child can do. If they do struggle and you find that you also are having trouble with the homework please do arrange to come in and speak with your child’s teacher. Children will also be asked to complete weekly Reading, Spelling and Rock Star Times Tables homework. 

How can you help at home?
RM Easi Maths
Rock Stars Times Tables
Regular reading, asking questions
DB Primary
Purple Mash


 Years 3 and 4



			                                             

[image: Image result for mayans]
                                               

     Curriculum
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