Shelton Infant School

Record of Pupil Interviews – Y1 & Y2 – Summer 2017
38 interviews completed by Gill Hall, Chair of Governors 

& Nicola Turnbull (Co-opted governor)
(including 12 disadvantaged pupils, 2 SEND pupils & 11 EAL pupils)
1. What do you like about Shelton Infant School? 
All children responded positively with a very wide range of answers –
It’s fun and we learn a lot of things.
You get to learn Maths & English and if you didn’t learn you wouldn’t get a job when you are older.

I like art and geography – we tried to draw Neverland using our imagination.

Phonics.

When we do discos – it’s fun.

When we play games. People let you play with them, they’re not selfish.

I like doing Maths/lots of sums/column addition and subtraction/reading/doing English/doing cursive writing.
It’s good for teaching.

Playing outside/playing on the adventure playground. You can challenge yourself on the adventure playground – the hardest is the climbing frame.

We have class treats – watching a movie with popcorn and bringing in teddies and toys.

Forest Schools because you get to do an obstacle course and tight rope walking.

When we make biscuits.

Going on school trips.

When we have dinner – sometimes it’s really nice – I like the crispy bacon.

Making new friends/playing with friends.

I like the all the different activities in the class. My favourite was learning blackcurrant is bad for your teeth.

I like all the learning/learning new things.

We get to learn interesting things.

Themed weeks like Dragons Week.

The teachers are really nice.
Playing with the toys.

It’s a really intelligent school – it helps lots of children learn lots of new things.

It’s joyful! People are kind.

I like the song Mr Kershaw made for the whole school – Achieve Well, Aim High, Have Fun.
2. What would you like to change about the school?
21 children couldn’t think of anything they would like to change about the school.

The remaining 17 children offered the following ideas –
Have a TV room so we can watch Britain’s Got Talent!

Have a nurse in the study room.
Have 10 classrooms so we can make more friends.

Make the science garden bigger – take the fence down and let the children play in there.

More maths. Read more. Play more. More making things.
More benches under the canopy.

Not have dinners in the hall.

Change the playground into a big adventure playground. 

Add a slide on the playground.

Make the school more beautiful.

I want it to rain more so I can stay inside.
Turn everything to basketballs.

Change the playground into a football pitch.

Mr Leigh’s office should be bigger – he doesn’t have space for all the pictures we give him.

3. Do you learn a lot in lessons? What have you learnt? 

All children offered a response and cited many different examples – 
Maths – multiplication, division, counting, taking away, adding, times tables, numbers, shapes, measuring, checking the answer makes sense, lots of calculations, money, number bonds, how to add big numbers together, new ways to figure things out, tricky maths, the inverse of times is divide, column subtraction, number lines.
Phonics – different vowels, how to spell, learn letters, about phonemes.
Art work with Tan – making a fairy door – I have taken it home so fairies may come to my door. Making fish with Tan and learning about under the sea.
Forest Schools – you learn balancing, hide and seek, roasting marshmallows, obstacle course.
English – The Very Hungry Caterpillar, write sentences, neat handwriting, describing words, writing lists how to make cookies, how to write and use describing words, how to join writing, learnt about different kinds of fairy tales, full stops should not be big footballs, doing apostrophes and commas, write stories.
RE – about Jesus, special activities, learn about Muslims and Christians, the story of Moses, Islam, Hindu, Sikh, the symbol of the star.
How to bake biscuits and bread

Hot and cold countries in science.

Computing – ‘Busy Things’ – coding.

Science – about the weather, we learned a lot about water, body parts, about space, how much water paper can soak up, how plants grow

Plants and pirates for the school play.

Friendships – we need to treat people specially.

You can’t rush in Maths and English.

About people from the past – Florence Nightingale, Lowry.

About the rainforest
Geography –maps.

About Queen Elizabeth II and other queens – we drew them.
4. Do you like visiting the library? Why/why not? What have been your favourite books which you have borrowed from the library? 
This question was asked to evaluate the impact upon the pupils of the school’s ongoing emphasis upon using the school library to widen the range of books being read by the children in school and the introduction of a ‘book, book’ for each child in which they record their thoughts and ideas about books which they have read. Responses confirmed the children use the library regularly and many commented that that they enjoyed visiting the library and could recall a book which they had written about in their ‘book book’ – 
Yes, I like all the books in the library. I wrote about a Jill Murphy book in my ‘book book’.

Yes, it’s the best part of school. My favourite book is the non-fiction sports book. I wrote about Cheetahs in my ‘book book’.
I go with class and after school. My favourite are the ‘Horrible Histories’.

My favourite book is Peter Pan. I wrote about ‘In With A Splash’ in my ’book book’.
I like books. ‘Animal Babies’ is my favourite.

I wrote about ‘Press Here’ in my ‘book book’.

I like the library. I wrote about ‘Spy Dog’ in my ‘book book’.

You get to find out new things in a fact book or improve your reading skills. I like the long books like Horrible Histories.

All the books are really good and interesting. I love ‘Loon on the Moon’.

Yes, you get to swap books. I like football books.

Yes, I like reading. My favourite book is ‘Sleeping Beauty and the Hairdresser’.

You get to choose lots of different books. You choose.

Yes, I like reading – the Rainbow Magic ones.

I like reading – it’s very good - there’s lots that I like – non-fiction.

Yes – there’s lots of books with black and white pictures, my favourite is ‘The Frightened Kitten’.

There are loads of new books. My favourite is ‘Animal Babies’.

Yes, it has space books. I like space. I borrowed a book about the planets.
You can read lots of books – I liked one about bears.

The library is very colourful.

It has lots of cool stories – my favourite is ‘The Cheeky Monkey’.

I like all the books. In my ‘book book’ I wrote about ‘Rotten Romans’.

My favourite book is ‘The Twelve Dancing Princesses’.

I wrote about Winnie the Witch and her pet rabbit. I like Winnie the Witch books.

I wrote about ‘Super Worm’ in my ‘book book’.

I like the books in the library. I like books about facts.

I love the library - I go every day it’s open – there are so many books – I liked ‘Titanic’.

Every time we write in our ‘book book’ we can change our book. I wrote about ‘Sleeping Spindle’.

Two boys said that they didn’t enjoy visiting the library:-

The books are really hard. I do like information books. I wrote about ‘At the Farm’ in my ‘book book’.

I don’t like reading books. I like books that are not boring. I wrote about ‘The Very Smelly Dragon’ in my ‘book book’.
5. Does your teacher talk to you about your work? How do you know when you have worked well?
All children said that their teacher talked to them about their work and all could explain how they knew when they had worked well with many pupils referring to the colour coded marking system – it has ticks on, it has yellow on it, the teacher marks our books, the yellow marker means you have done it good, there is success criteria – it’s ticked and yellow if it’s good, yellow means good/you don’t have to fix it, yellow means you have done well, yellow means it’s right, the good bits are green, the teacher will yellow your work, the work is highlighted in yellow
Children also referred to the following:-

The teacher says ‘well done’.

The teacher tells me when I have done well. 

The teachers give you a handwriting sash, a wizard hat or a special pencil.
We get stickers and stamps.

The teacher says if it’s good or if I have to keep on trying.

Mr Kershaw puts a smiley face on it if you’ve done well.
All children could talk about fixing their work and the fix it pens (most without any prompting). Most children didn’t equate blue highlighting with being ‘bad’ – this has been an area of focus following discussions with pupils by school leaders as part of work scrutinies across the school – 
Blue means you didn’t do it right/you need to fix it – you’ve done it wrong/you need to fix it with a green pen/you need to do it harder/you’ve got to improve it by practising/you need to get a bit better by fixing it with a green pen/you use the green pen to change to the correct way/it’s wrong/means bad and you need to fix it with a green pen/you need to try a bit harder.
If I do a word wrong I have to copy it three times to help learn the word. 

Blue means you need to fix it but you have still done well.

If it’s wrong the teacher puts a sentence in your book to show you the correct way. The teacher marks it and then we get to fix it.
6. If you were worried about something is there somebody you could talk to in school?
31 children mentioned an adult in their reply including teachers, teaching assistants, learning mentor, midday supervisors and the headteacher.

7 children said they would tell their friends.
7. Do you feel safe in school?
All children said that they felt safe in school with ‘friends’ and ‘playing with friends’ being the most popular justifications for feeling safe. Other comments made include – grown-ups/the teachers help us, when we are in the classroom, there are dinner ladies at dinner time and if I fall over they help me up, if someone is bullying you then you can tell the teacher and they will tell them off, when I learn it makes me excited and I feel safe, the teachers are kind and they do something if you are worried, I am surrounded by lots of people that can help me and keep me safe, we can’t get out of school and we can stay in the playground where it’s safe, people can’t climb over the fences and killer clowns can’t get in, nothing dangerous can happen, all the doors are locked.
8. What do you think bullying is? Do you think that there is bullying in our school?

32 children stated that there was no bullying in the school/they had never seen any bullying, with some additional comments:-
Everyone is nice in school, no bullying – you would get told off by Mr Leigh, there is no bullying in school – my friends keep me safe, no-one is mean in school, no-one is naughty in school, there is no fighting in school, no-one is nasty at Shelton Infants.
6 children made the following comments:-

Being nasty to someone. I sometimes see children being nasty.

Being mean – lots of boys are mean. 

Being mean to people and saying mean things – yes definitely.

Someone being naughty – a person bullies me and my friend.

People trying to hurt you – sometimes a little bit. 

When people aren’t nice to you – yes.
9. Tell me a time when you have found work challenging/difficult/tricky.
This question was asked to evaluate whether children were challenged in school with their learning. Replies focused on writing (particularly writing stories with an emphasis upon long stories) and many different aspects of maths: - writing stories (x5), independent writing (x2), spelling hard words, maths, multiplication, dividing -when it was my first time, maths is tricky – the sums are hard, when I worked really hard to do taking away, maths – I didn’t get it the first time but I got it the second time,  adding big numbers together (x2),  2 step number problems, number bonds to 20, times tables (x3), some of the sums in maths are really hard, adding and taking away at the same time, 
It’s normally in maths – there’s lots of methods to choose.

It’s hard to think of lots of adjectives, climbing on the adventure playground, when you have to balance on the benches.
I found the class assembly difficult.

Putting a light in the fairy door.

When we were doing our tests.

Mr Village took us out to do a higher depth maths group – I got to learn more and got much better at it.

In Reception when I broke my arm I couldn’t do handwriting!
2 children could not think of a time when they found their work tricky and one child said that they never found work difficult.
10. What does the teaching assistant do in your class?
Replies tended to focus upon teaching assistants helping the children with their work: - helps us with our work/helps if we get stuck, teaches us/helps us to learn.
She helps the teacher mark the work and when the teacher is busy she helps the class.

When a teacher is teaching at another school the teaching assistant teaches the children.

She sometimes teaches us when Mrs Macleod has gone somewhere – she’s really good.

Works with the groups that are younger
If somebody was off Mr Village would help them the next day.
He does story maps, drawings and reading.

Mrs Clarke was very funny – she laughs a lot and speaks funny – it makes me feel better.

Checks our books and takes us out for reading.

First aid – helps if children are hurt

The teacher does a little bit more work than the teaching assistant.

They help the teachers who aren’t doing very well in teaching.
11.         What physical activity do you do in school?
Many children referred to PE and the activities they completed in PE – running, warm up first then movements, the ‘bean’ game, running to get fit, hopping, pencil rolls, throwing and catching, exercising, obstacle course, gymnastics, bouncing balls, catching & throwing beanbags, basketball, dancing, running on the field, playing ‘shark attack’, jogging, galloping, ballet, 
Some children referred to after-school clubs – dodgeball, football, multi-sports, 
Some children talked about the sports coaches – I play games with the sports coaches, I play football/dodgeball/tag/tennis with the sports coaches, running with the sports coaches – if you get a hoop, you get 10 points.
I play on the adventure playground.

I do skipping and jumping at dinner-times.

I do races at dinner-time and playtime.

Learning the Lion King dance.

I play hide and seek in Forest Schools (x2).
Running round the whole playground

Sports Day.
12. What has been your favourite moment this year? 

The Peter Pan play (x4) – fighting in the school play, it was exciting.
When we did art and did Peter Pan flying over London.

Winnie the Witch class assembly.

Doing the Christmas class assembly because I was an angel.

Mother’s Day – I sat with my mum at dinner.
Dragons Week – we had to look after the egg – it hatched when we dressed up – there were white footprints – I don’t know how it was cleaned up.

Shelton Rocks (x3) – we went on the stage, I liked singing ‘Stronger’, we dressed up as pop stars
Time Machine Week.

The poo machine!

Working with Tan (x3) – we made mini deserts and mini igloos, painting and learning about an artist, we put 29 or 30 snakes into Mr Leigh’s office and he was scared of them

History – learning about Kings and Queens and Florence Nightingale.

Going to Skegness (x2) – going on the rollercoasters, going to the Sea Life centre and on the funfair.
Going to White Post Farm (x2)

Forest Schools (x4) – roasting mallows, hot chocolate and the obstacle course, playing hide and seek, the adventure tunnel.

Maths (x2) – learning times tables.

Choosing time – we don’t get to do it very often.

When we made biscuits.

Making my new name badge.

When I first came into Class 6 – the teachers were really nice – I made lots of new friends.
All the teachers – Mr Leigh and Mr Kershaw are my favourites.

Being with the teachers.

It’s hard to say – there’s lots of things – I like English – we wrote stories.

Making friends/new friends (x4)

13. If we had a new child starting at our school, what would you tell them about our school?
All children offered responses; these were varied and wide ranging. A significant proportion of children mentioned that the school was ‘fun’ and very/really good.
It’s fun/you do fun things (x8) and they will look after you really well/you can do exciting stuff.
It’s good because we get to do fun stuff and learn new things.

It’s really good and you learn lots of new things and make lots of new friends who are helpful and kind.

It’s good (x2) and fun and lots of choosing time.

There are lots of people – we help each other and we play outside.

The teachers are nice (x2)
The trees are beautiful and it’s nice and warm.

You learn lots at this school.

The school is nice (x3)

It’s really good (x7) and if you are a little scared just make a friend/everyone is kind (x2)
It has lots of nice people. Only two are naughty.

The teachers keep the children safe/teachers are nice

You get to learn a lot of things about Maths and English.

Lots of good things and everyone’s really kind.

It’s good – we don’t do bullying and everyone is kind.

It’s really good – you get different topics and weeks like Dragons Week.

You read, write and do maths.

They don’t have to worry – there are lots of people to help you.

There are no bullies – it’s really good and they will enjoy it.

Take them on a little tour. There’s nothing to worry about. If someone is bullying you, I will stick up for you and tell an adult.

I would recommend it to a parent who has a kid who likes learning and wants a good education and is smart.

(One child corrected Mrs Turnbull’s spellings and told her that she was forming letters incorrectly!!!)
