SEN Information Report September 2017
Most schools have a similar approach to meeting the needs of children with Special
Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND). Our school is supported by the Local
Authority to ensure that all children, regardless of their specific needs, achieve their potential
in school.
Under the Children and Families Bill, Local Authorities and schools are required to publish
information about the services they expect to be available for children and young people
with SEND aged 0-25. The Local Authority refers to this as the ‘Local Offer’ and information
will be available on the Oldham Council website.
The intention is to improve choice and transparency for families and to provide important
information and signage regarding the range of services and provision within the local area.
The changes in the Children and Families Bill affect the way children with Special Educational
Needs (SEN) are supported in schools. The new approach begins in September 2014 and
places pupils at the centre of planning.
The key areas of the new legislation are:
1. Young people and their families should be involved in discussions about the support
they need, so they can share their knowledge and feed back to the school on the
young person’s progress.
2. Education Health Care plans (EHC) will replace Statements of Special Educational
Needs. New assessments for additional educational needs will follow the EHC
guidelines from September 2014. (Existing statements will remain in force until all
children and young people have completed the transition, which will be within three
years).
3. School Action and School Action Plus will cease and be replaced by a single schoolbased category for children who need extra specialist support.
4. There are 4 areas of SEND need:
Communication and interaction
Cognition and learning
Social, emotional and mental health difficulties
Sensory and/or physical
We are well placed to adopt these changes and look forward to working with pupils and
parents/carers to ensure fully inclusive access to our learning by meeting the needs of
children with SEN in a mainstream setting, wherever possible.
For more information about our school –see the questions and answers below

1. How does our school know if children need extra help and as a
parent/carer what should I do if I think my child may have Special
Educational Needs?
Regular teacher assessment and pupil progress meetings help us to identify any children
who may need additional help and support at school. If your child is identified as not
making progress, we will set up a meeting to discuss this with you in more detail. We will
listen to concerns, plan any additional support your child may need and discuss any referrals
to outside professionals to support your child’s learning. This will be done as a partnership.
As a parent, if you feel that your child requires additional support, or may have additional
needs, you can ask for a meeting to discuss your concerns.

2. If my child has SEND who will be involved?
CLASS TEACHER
If your child is not making progress, your child’s class teacher will first make sure their
learning is suited to them and will adapt tasks, the way learning is approached, or the way
they help motivate your child and monitor their progress. If there is little, or no
improvement, they will seek advice from the Inclusion Leader (see below) to discuss if there
is anything we can offer additionally, who may involve outside agencies. If a specific need is
identified, the school will ask you to work alongside them in the setting of targets for their
learning. Staff will use any strategies, equipment or approaches identified as helpful to your
child’s progress. We will ask for your child’s views during this process.
Assistant Headteacher/SENCo (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator) - Mrs Sidaway
The SENCo will help the class teacher in identifying children with SEND and consider what
else can be tried within the classroom. Once children are identified, they then liaise with
school staff and help with setting appropriate targets and choosing suitable interventions to
help your child make progress. They may assess your child to help them do this and seek
their view. They also coordinate the intervention from outside agencies such as Educational
Psychology or a Child’s Therapist such as a Speech and Language Therapist. The Inclusion
Leader will contact you regarding outside agency involvement and may contact you
regarding the outcome of assessments, or your child’s needs or progress.
TEACHING ASSISTANTS
The Teaching Assistants may support your child’s learning in class, either by directly working
with them, or by working with others in the class to allow the class teacher to work directly
with your child. They also take children for small group or one to one intervention work,
designed to help your child make greater progress.

3. How will the Early Years staff support my child?
If a child with SEN is starting at our school in Nursery or Reception, the class teacher and or
the Early Years Leader/SENCo will visit the nursery or pre-school setting, or home and attend
any review meetings prior to your child starting school. We can also discuss a transition plan
so we can meet the needs of your child immediately. This may include additional visits,
photo books for you to share with your child, or a staggered start at the point of entry. We
will work closely with any outside agencies your child may have been involved with. Your
child may also be allocated a key person within school to help them settle. The emphasis on
learning is through free access to structured activities. Early Years staff will ensure that your
child is able to access all activities, providing additional support where needed.

4. How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?
All teachers deliver high quality teaching, and have high expectations for all pupils in the
class. The class teacher plans lessons according to the specific needs of all groups of
children. All teaching is based on building on what your child already knows and
understands. Different ways of teaching are in place so that your child is fully involved in
learning in class. For your child this may involve using more practical learning, different
resources, using technology or having additional adult support. Your child’s class teacher will
have carefully assessed your child’s progress informally and formally and will know where
there are gaps in understanding or learning. They will decide, with the advice of the
Inclusion Leader when additional support is needed.
Specific resources may be used including:


A quiet area within the classroom to limit distractions



Pencil grips to support control and to improve handwriting



Sit-fit cushion to support with posture



Visual prompts to remind children of learning



Visual timetables to support routines and changes



Prompt cards such as I need help or a timeout card



Emotional diaries



Sensory equipment



Reading filters



Easy grip scissors



Enlarged resources



ICT

5. As a parent/carer, how will I know how my child is doing and how
will school help me to support my child’s learning?
Class teachers and teaching assistants observe and assess your child throughout each lesson.
This knowledge, in addition to the information collected during planned assessments, helps
the class teacher to make judgments about your child’s strengths, areas for development
and progress made.
The class teacher discusses the progress of each child at a termly pupil progress meeting
with the Deputy Headteacher, Inclusion Leaders and Teaching Assistant . It is during these
meetings that the teacher highlights concerns about progress and identifies any difficulties
within the learning. A support plan may be suggested to monitor progress which will be
reviewed at the next pupil progress meeting.
Parents of children with SEND will be invited into school at least twice a year to attend a
pupil-centred review meeting. At the meeting we will discuss your child’s strengths and
identify areas for development. Progress will be reviewed with your involvement and plans
and targets made for the next term. This will include an element of support from home.
Outside professionals may attend and any information from them will be discussed with you.
In addition to the designated meeting, the class teacher is regularly available to discuss any
concerns you may have.
The progress of a child with a statement of SEND or an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP), is
formally reviewed at an Annual Review with all adults involved with the child’s education.

6. What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing?
Unless children are happy at school, learning is not as effective as it should be. As a school,
pastoral care is very important to us and all staff work hard to support all children,
particularly those who are struggling with emotional or social difficulties.
In addition to the high quality class teaching, we may run specific progammes for individuals
and small groups of children. These include social skills groups such as Lego Therapy, Social
Skills Groups, Emotional Literacy, Time to Talk or Play Skills. We use these sessions to focus
on targets to help make progress in specific areas. We also use personalised programmes
usually on a one to one basis, which may be supported by outside agencies. In addition we
are able to offer a drop-in session once a week for children with emotionally unsettling
circumstances.

7. What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed
by our school?
We use a wide range of services to support our children and families- for more information
visit the Oldham council website.
We are currently involved with:



QEST ( quality and effectiveness support )



Educational Psychology



Speech and language therapy (SALT)



Visual Impairment Service



Hearing Impairment Service



Physical Impairment team



Occupational Therapy



Healthy Young Minds



School Health Advisor



Early Help team



Jigsaw



Paediatrician

8. What training do the staff supporting children with SEND have?
The Headteacher and SENCo attend relevant training in order to keep their knowledge of
SEND and the strategies and interventions up to date along with current developments.
Our SENCo has achieved the National Award for SENCOs and regularly attends local network
meetings. Her role involves delivering or organising training relevant to the needs of the
school, for all members of staff.
An audit of staff skills and training needs informs training priorities for staff within the
school.
Staff have accessed training on Autistic Spectrum Condition, Dyslexia, Mental Health, Social
and Emotional well-being.
There are PECS trained staff who deliver, advice and support teaching staff and parents.
There is a specialist ASC Teaching Assistant, trained to Master Level who supports staff and
parents.
Staff are trained in Lego Therapy, TEACH and Social Stories
Teacher trained in Nurture Groups
Two staff are trained by the National Autistic Society to deliver the Earlybird Programme
Staff are trained in BLAST and Elklan speech and language programmes
There are staff who are Team Teach Trained
Individuals attend training courses run by outside agencies that are relevant to specific
children, or groups of children as needs arise.

9. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom
including school trips?
As an inclusive school, every child has the opportunity to access all areas of the curriculum.
Therefore provision for trips and activities will be adapted to meet individual needs, this
includes our residential. Any child needing specific help will have this discussed between
school and home before any visit or activity.

10. How accessible is the school environment?
The school if fully wheelchair accessible. A caterpillar device would be made available, if the
need should arise.
Key stage 1 and 2 have a fully equipped disabled toilet facilities, including an adjustable
height bed, hoist, adjustable height sink, disabled toilet, sluice facilities, clothes washing and
drying facilities.
Foundation Unit, Years 1 to 4 have complete sets of blinds to control light for children with
photosensitivity and visual difficulties.
School seek advice from the Additional Complex Needs Service on disabled accessibility and
act upon recommendations.
School endeavor to purchase specialized equipment, technology, etc. in order to facilitate
equal opportunities for all children to access the curriculum. Where necessary, resources are
shared with home. This is funded from the school’s budget for Special Educational Needs.

11. How will South Failsworth Primary School prepare and support
my child to join the school, or transfer to a new setting for the next
stage of education and life?
We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a child with SEND and we take steps to
ensure that any move is as smooth as possible.

Any child joining our school or moving to another school
We will contact the SENCo and ensure we get all the relevant information for a child starting
with us. We will pass on all records and information of children with SEND moving onto a
new school, so that any additional support can be put into place as quickly as possible.

Moving classes within school
Additional visits when children are moving year group may be arranged for children with
SEND, along with schedule time to meet the new staff. If appropriate, supporting teaching
assistants may move classes with the child.
In Year 6
We make sure all relevant information is discussed and sent to the SENCo of the secondary
school in the summer term. We invite Heads of Year 7 to a review meeting to meet parents
and discuss needs. We organise additional visits to the local secondary school for children
with SEND, so they can become familiar with the layout and routines. They go with a
member of our staff, have lunch, meet key members of staff and make friends. This has been
very successful.

12. How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to
children’s Special Educational Needs?
The school budget, received from Oldham LA, includes money for supporting children with
SEND. The Headteacher decides on the deployment of resources for Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities in consultation with the school governors, on the basis of needs in the
school. At the end of the school year, the Headteacher, Deputy Head and SENCo discuss all
the information they have about SEND in the school, including existing support, the children
needing extra support and decide what resources/training and support is needed for the
coming year. We identify the needs of our pupils on a provision map which for SEND pupils
identifies all resources/training and support are reviewed termly and changes are made as
required to meet the needs of each cohort.

13. How is the decision made about what type and how much
support my child will receive?
If your child continues to make little or no progress, despite high quality teaching targeting
their needs, the class teacher and the SENCo will assess whether the child has a significant
learning difficulty. Where this is the case, in consultation with yourselves as parents/carers,
an agreement about the level of SEND support that is required will take place. The support
will be carefully monitored to look at the impact. If there is no or very little impact, it may be
necessary to apply for an Education Health Care Plan to further support the child’s needs.
Schools receive funding for all pupils including those with Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities and they meet pupil’s need from this (including equipment). The local authority
may contribute if the cost of meeting an individual pupil’s needs is more than £10,000 per
year.
If the assessment of a pupil’s needs identifies something that is significantly different to what
is usually available, there will be additional funding allocated. Parents will have a say in how
this is used. You will be told if this means you are eligible for a personal budget, which is
granted by the LEA. This must be used to fund the agreed plan.

14. How are you as parents/carers involved with the school?
Parents/carers will be involved in all decision making about your child’s learning. We arrange
termly meetings to review progress. We discuss what is working in school and how this can
be adapted at home. We set and review targets together with parents/carers so we work very
much in partnership. We operate an open-door policy and ask that you contact school at
any time if you have any concerns you wish to discuss.

15. Who can I contact for further information?
For initial concerns contact the class teacher, then the Inclusion Leader.
Our SEND Governor is Mrs Ann Hanaghan
Oldham’s parent/carer forum is called POINT (Parents of Oldham in Touch). This is an
umbrella organisation for all parents and carers of children & young people with Special
Educational Needs, disabilities and complex medical needs. They work with Oldham Council,
education, health and other providers to make sure the services they plan and deliver meet
the needs of disabled children and families

16. What to do if you as a parent/carer are not happy with the
decision or what is happening?
Pupils, staff and parents are expected to listen carefully and respectfully to each other.
Where an issue arises, parents should, in the first instance make an appointment to speak
with their child’s class teacher and seek to resolve any concerns. If a parent believes that
their concern has not been resolved to their satisfaction, or is of a more serious or sensitive
nature, an appointment should be made to see the Headteacher, who will investigate and
report back on the results of the investigation. Where an issue is not satisfactorily resolved,
parents should then take up the matter with the Chair of Governors. A copy of the school’s
Complaints Procedure is available on the school website and a paper copy can be requested
from the school.
If your concern is with the local authority, contact the Complaints and Representations
Officer, contact details as follows:
Complaints and Representations Officer
Freepost – RRGY-TJSR-GHGZ
PO Box 40
Level 8, Civic Centre
West Street
Oldham, OL1 1XJ
Tel: 0161 770 1129
cypf.complaints@oldham.gov.uk

The Parent Partnership Service provides independent, individual information and advice for
parents of children with Special Educational Needs.
Visit http://www.oldham.gov.uk/pps/info/12/about_the_service for more information.

