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‘Achieving Together’

HUNCOAT PRIMARY SCHOOL

POLICY STATEMENT FOR MATHEMATICS – Revised February 2017
Rationale:
At Huncoat we aim to inspire all children to reach their full academic potential.  In mathematics this means ensuring a curriculum that is fully inclusive of all children which:

· Develops children’s knowledge and understanding of mathematical concepts whilst enabling them to practise their skills and methods;

· Enables them to think critically and communicate their understanding.
· Gives them opportunities to apply learnt mathematical skills in different contexts across the curriculum.

· Provides opportunities to develop problem solving skills useful for maths and across the curriculum.

Planning
· Planning begins from a thorough understanding of children’s needs gleaned through effective and rigorous assessment and tracking, combined with high expectations and ambition for all children to achieve.
· Medium term planning outlines the areas of mathematics that will be taught during the term to ensure coverage of the National Curriculum. The Lancashire Planning Disc is used by teachers to structure the mathematics curriculum during the year.
· Within short term planning, clear success criteria for each learning objective taught should be created – demonstrating the progression needed to reach and exceed the objective.  This will enable the class teacher to follow a clear and systematic teaching sequence, where input and activities are differentiated
· Planning, where possible, should involve real life contexts for maths, where children are problem solving with a purpose in mind.

· Class teachers should regularly plan for opportunities for children to apply their maths skills to different problems within maths lessons and across the curriculum.  This will allow children to revisit, practice and consolidate different areas of maths and apply them within different contexts.

Teaching

Each class teacher is responsible for the mathematics in their class in consultation with and with guidance from the mathematics co-ordinator.
This approach to the teaching of mathematics within the school is based on the following key principles:

· a mathematics lesson every day

· a clear focus on direct, instructional teaching and interactive oral work with the whole class and group (Kagan structures)

· an emphasis on mental calculation
· an emphasis on reasoning 
Each class organises a daily lesson of 60 minutes for Mathematics.
In Years 2- 6 children will complete a weekly Arithmetic Test.  Teachers will track the progress and adjust their teaching accordingly.
Lessons are planned using a common format and are monitored by the mathematics coordinator.

Teachers of the Reception class base their teaching on objectives in the Framework for Reception; this ensures that they are working towards the ‘Early Learning Goals For Mathematical Development’.  Towards the end of Reception teachers aim to draw the elements of a daily mathematics lesson together so that by the time children move into Year 1 they are familiar with a 60 minute lesson.

Assessment

Teachers are expected to make regular assessment of each child’s progress and to record these systematically.  The following is the school policy for assessment in mathematics:

· Assessment for learning should occur throughout the entire maths lesson, enabling teachers/teaching assistants to adapt their teaching/input to meet the children’s needs.  This feedback should be incisive and regular.

· On a daily basis children should self-assess against the learning objective and success criteria, giving them a sense of success.  Children should know when they are meeting their targets and be self assessing against those too.
· Teachers use the KLIPs to assess the children’s progress.  Every half term the children’s progress is recorded and discussed in detail with the headteacher at a pupil progress meeting.
· Pupil’s work should be marked in line with the Marking Policy.  Teachers will tell the children how well they have achieved the objective, and give them a task to do which will extend their learning further or address any misconceptions. This will often be a chance for children to   develop their reasoning skills.
· Children are assessed on entry to the school and are formally assessed at the end of each key stage.  Optional tests are used in years 3, 4 and 5 as a form of summative assessment.  

· Analysis of assessment data is used to set numerical targets and whole school numeracy curricular targets. 
· Tracking is used in order that children who are not making good progress over time can be targeted for support in one form or another.  What that support will be and how intensive, depends upon the child’s needs and it may be a simple strategy within whole class teaching that is needed.  Where further support is deemed necessary, children can access interventions.
Display and Resources
· In the classroom there should be, either on display or easily accessible to children, level appropriate resources, particularly concrete and pictorial apparatus to support children to grasp concepts.
· Each classroom should have a maths working wall.  This should display current objectives, success criteria and mathematical vocabulary.
· The school uses the Abacus Scheme to provide a bank of teaching resources to meet the curriculum. However, teachers should plan to use a range of resources which best fit the success criteria.

Special Educational Needs

Children with SEN are taught within the daily Mathematics lesson and are encouraged to take part when and where possible.  Where applicable children’s IEPs incorporate suitable objectives form the National Curriculum and teachers keep these objectives in mind when planning their work.  Within the daily mathematics lesson teachers not only provide activities to support children who find mathematics difficult but also activities that provide appropriate challenges for children who are high achievers in mathematics.
Monitoring
Monitoring of children’s progress begins with pupil progress meetings but continues with the subject leader evaluating further evidence to ensure children are making good progress.  This monitoring happens through examination of work in books, pupil interviews, lesson observations and analysis of assessment results.  

Following monitoring activities feedback is given to staff about how they can strengthen their practice and CPD opportunities built in where it would be deemed valuable.

Parents and Homework

We recognise that parents make a significant difference to children’s progress in Maths and encourage this partnership.  
Other policies and documents to be read in conjunction with the Maths policy:

· Calculation Policy

· Teaching and Learning Policy

· Marking and Feedback Policy

· Homework Policy

· SEN Policy
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