St.Joseph’s Handwriting Policy
Handwriting in the classroom The skill of handwriting needs to be taught. It is not a natural skill that will grow and develop unless modelled and practised. Handwriting is a motor activity. A movement stored in the body rather than in the conscious memory. Our hands and fingers control the movements involved in handwriting. It is in our hands that the kinaesthetic memory lies. This controls the direction and shape of each letter. An effective handwriting policy is based on a style that is quick and easy to learn. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]At St.Joseph’s we use the continuous cursive style. Children learn to form their letters correctly in EYFS and begin to learn the continuous cursive style in Year 1. This continues throughout the school. Classes are expected to spend a minimum of 3 x 10 minute sessions a week with individual intervention when required.
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Handwriting Principles 
·  Handwriting should be taught explicitly, in short, frequent sessions. It should be modelled by the teacher then supervised. 
· Where possible, it should be linked to phonic and spelling patterns. This will help with handwriting and with the ‘muscle memory’ of spellings
· Children will use handwriting practise books from Year 1 upwards. These will contain handwriting guidelines. The children will be taught to transfer these skills to the lines in their ordinary books.
· Children will always use a sharp pencil or a pen in Year 6.
· High expectations of writing are needed. Rewards will be given in the form of special pencils and handwriting medals from the head teacher.
·  Teachers need to model good handwriting at all times and will use lines when modelling all writing and all writing will be in the continuous cursive style.
Early Years Foundation Stage
Good handwriting relies on secure motor control and hand-eye coordination. Children in the Foundation Stage learn handwriting through movement with the actual writing of letters as the ultimate aim. 
Children will:
· Engage in activities requiring hand-eye coordination
· Use one-handed tools and equipment
· Draw lines and circles using gross motor movement
· Manipulate objects with increasing control 
· Begin to use anticlockwise movement and retrace vertical lines 
· Begin to form recognisable letters
· Use a pencil and hold it effectively to form recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed

When children start school they follow the Write Dance program which works on children’s gross and fine motor skills. Daily Funky Fingers sessions ensure children are developing the skills they need for writing. Alongside this they practise letter formation daily. In the EYFS the children print although some letters have tails where appropriate to prepare for continuous cursive in Year 1.
KS1 pupils should be taught to:
· Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly
· Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place and correctly oriented
· Form capital letters
· Form digits 0-9
· Understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these
· Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters
· Make links with phonics and spelling

KS2 pupils should be taught to:

· Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters 
· Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting, e.g. by ensuring that the down strokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch.
· Write legibly, fluently, with increasing speed and personal style 
· Choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task (e.g. quick notes, letters, best work)


Supporting individual children:
· Children should be encouraged to use the correct pencil grip and sit with a good posture.
· Left handed children should sit to the left of right handed children to avoid their writing arms from bumping each other. The angle of the paper depends on the handedness of the pupil. Left-handers should sit with their body and paper at a slant to the right. This enables them to see their pencil tip, prevents them smudging their work with their writing hand and allows the pencil to move more freely. A left-hander may also benefit from holding the pencil higher up.
· Some children with specific difficulties may benefit from using a sloping surface and special equipment e.g. triangular pencil grip for a short period of time. 
· It is important to use appropriate writing materials at each stage of writing development.
· A sharp pencil is essential for all early handwriting activities.
· Children need to see good examples of handwriting in classroom displays.
· Key Stage 1 children should practice their handwriting skills in the appropriate handwriting books. These will have specially designed lines. When children reach Year 3 they will gradually move on to a handwriting book with smaller lines. They will use these smaller handwriting lines throughout Key Stage 2.
· Writing will be consistently joined in all other exercise books.
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