Bassetts Farm Primary School
Year 4 – Spring Term 2018 (Second Half)
Dear Parents / Carers,
We hope that you had a relaxing holiday. This half term our Learning Journey is ‘Once Upon a

Picture’. Here is an overview of our learning.
Dates and Character
strengths
19/2/18

We will be learning about:

This term the children will be looking at various pictures to look at the changes of British
History since 1066. They will be learning about lifestyles and ways of living based on the

Fairness

fashion of the time. We will start by asking them what do they know about fashion, do
they think it has always been the same and why do they think changes may have
happened.
In English, the children will be writing their own version of their dragon story. They will
use all the writing skills that they learnt last half term and inspiration from their reading
of ‘Mimi and The Mountain Dragon’ to write their own story.
If you could provide your child with some photos of yourself when you were their age and
any other photos that show fashions from the past, that would be fantastic for supporting
the children’s learning. We would photocopy these and return the original.
26/2/18

In history this week, the children will look closely at Norman and Middle Ages fashion.
They will secure their understanding of the periods of history and then use paintings and

Kindness

images to develop an understanding of what they wore and why. The children will learn
that shoes survived as a result of them being made out of leather, however very few
Norman and Middle ages clothes survived. They will also look at the Tudor fashion,
particularly the extravagant outfits that the kings and queens wore. Looking at the material
and thinking about how they were made and what they were like to wear.
In English, the children will hear the story ‘Leon and the Place Between’ by Angela
McAllister and Grahame Baker-Smith. They will use this as an inspiration to write their
own descriptive writing.
Reminder: children will have OWL on Tuesday 27th February
World Book Day is on Thursday 1st February –Remember to dress as picture book character.
5/3/18

Linked to our History learning, the children will continue to learn about history through

Patience

fashion. They will look at clothing during the World Wars and the fact that rations and
importing affected what people wore and the encouragement of fixing and altering items of
clothing to make new ones. The children will also learn about the late 20th Century and
how clothing trends changed much quicker than before and why.
In English, we will look closely at the story ‘Leon and Place Between’. The children will
complete a series of activities that will allow them to learn the story and develop an
understanding of language and different story writing features.
This week is Shakespeare week. We will learn about Shakespeare’s plays through looking at
different images of the plays and imagine being in them. The children will also start their

sty

Hone

12/3/18

Design and Technology and Art learning, by looking at Venetian masks used in the
Elizabethan period and some of Shakespeare’s famous plays with masquerade balls in.
Reminder: children will have OWL on Tuesday 13th March
This week, in Design and Technology and Art, the children will develop their painting skills
and learn about materials to be able to design their own Venetian masks as well as

ness

Forgive

19/3/18

looking at masks created by 21st Century designers. They will use their inspiration from
looking at other masks to aid their design.
In English, the children will be writing their own version of a story using a different
character falling into a different box and going on a different journey.

26/3/18

Respect

As a final to all their studying of fashion and masks the children will be creating their
own masks. They will choose the shape and style of the mask as well as thinking
carefully about how to attach the different materials securely. We will have a mask
fashion show to allow the children to evaluate their own masks and others.
For the last week of English, the children will write their own version of a character
travelling to a mysterious place and returning.
Reminder: children will have OWL on Thursday 27th March

Throughout the half term, children will be learning about States of Matter in science. They will be learning
French with Mrs Grant and in Computing with Mr Sargeant they will be creating headshots using
photography and computer software skills.
Year 4 Home Learning
Your child can hand it in early if they wish. If your child does not hand in their home learning on time, or
their times table check sheet (signed and dated), then they will miss 5 minutes of their play to practise their
tables or complete their home learning. This is consistent across all classes. Please look at the Home Learning
agreement in the front of their English Home Learning book for expectations.
Subject

Goes out

English

Due in

Friday

Frequency

Wednesday

Weekly

Wednesday

Weekly

(Read, Talk, Write)

Spelling

Friday

(Test Every Wednesday)

(Words to learn or activity)

Times Tables

Friday

Wednesday

Weekly

(Test Every Wednesday)
Maths

Friday

Wednesday

Weekly

(Family scrapbook or mental maths)

Reading

Books can be changed daily and reading records will be checked regularly. Golden
key stickers will be given to regular readers. Each child should read daily and
when on Citron or Ebony should still read with an adult at least once a week.
Reminders
The children will enjoy a class story read by the class teacher in school.

Reading for Pleasure
Snack money

Snack money – please pay for this by cheque only and for a whole half term. We
have shown the amount due for this half term: Feb 19th – Mar 29th £8.70. Please
make cheques payable to DCC.
Please see the school menu and packed lunch policy on the school website.

Lunch
Uniform

Please ensure that all items are labelled with your child’s name.
School shoes should be plain black
Long hair should be tied back, using small white, black or blue bands.
T-shirt, shorts, tracksuit bottoms, trainers and socks needed. In year five, PE is

PE kit

Tuesday and Thursday.
We recommend that your child brings a named bottle of water to school every day.

Drinks
Each morning, a member of staff will greet your child at the door. Please pass on any messages to them, or write us a
note. We will supervise the collection of your children each afternoon. If you need to arrange for another person to collect
your child, or are happy for them to walk home themselves, please let us know in advance or telephone the school on
01395 275968.

Here are some dates for your calendar:
28.2.18

Bedtime Stories

1.3.18

WORLD BOOK DAY

20-22.3.18

Parents Evenings

27.3.18

PTFA Disco at Ocean

Every Tuesday will be ‘Zero Waste Tuesday’ so those children who have a packed lunch will have
to show the amount of plastic in their lunchbox for our class survey.
Yours sincerely,
Mrs Jennings and Mrs Reed

