
  March 2018         NEWSLETTER  
Martenscroft Nursery School & Children’s Centre 

Operation  
Encompass 

Martenscroft has signed up to 
a new safeguarding initiative in  
partnership with Manchester     

Safeguarding and Greater         
Manchester Police. 
A letter from the 
Headteacher with 
more details will 
follow shortly. 

 

Manchester Museum Visits 
We continue to develop our partnership 

with Manchester Museum. 
This term Palm and Willow children 

will be having fun and               
learning through a series of visits. 

As part of our research  
developments with MMU we will 

be working with a group of parents 
as researchers in their child's 

learning. 
Next term Blossom children will have the 

opportunity to take part in sessions at the 
museum and we will be working with the 

museum to evaluate their early years offer. 

Parents Evening                  
Wednesday 21st March  
Our next parents evening will be held on 

Wednesday 21st March. Appointments can be 
booked with your child’s key worker from 
Monday 12th March. 
If you have any questions or concerns before 
the evening, please do not hesitate to speak 
with any member of staff in your child’s room 
or with a member of the senior  
management team. 

We are preparing to fill our            

Childcare, 2 year funded  and 

Nursery Class vacancies for        

September 2018. Do you know    

anyone who has a child  

between 4 months and 3 years who 

may be interested in a place at                          
Martenscroft? If so please let them 

know that we will have spaces and 

to contact Mandy or Dee on the 

main reception desk for more      

details.    Thank you  

Holi Festival at              
Martenscroft 

Holi Festival, also known as 
“Festival of Colour”         

originated in Northern India.  It is now        
celebrated all over the world and marks 
the beginning of Spring.  During w/c 5th 
March the children will learn about this 

festival and will focus on things to do 
with different colours—rainbows, colour 
mixing, painting and other colour-based 

activities. 

                                                        

Wednesdays 14th, 21st and 28th 
March         

 Willow children will visit         
Manchester Museum  

Wednesday 21st  March  

Parents evening                                
Please book an appointment with 

your childôs key worker 

Friday 30th March & 
Monday 2nd April 

Bank Holidays—centre closed to 
ALL CHILDREN 

Friday 9th March  
Big School Clean up 

Come along and help us to be 
environmentally-friendly 

Thursdays 8th, 15th and 
22nd March                       

Palm children will  visit  
Manchester Museum  

  

Monday 12th March  
Deadline to cast your vote for our 
Parent Governor election 

Thursday 29th March                     
Easter Break begins for Nursery 
Class & Term-Time only children.             
Children finish at the end of the 
day on  Thursday 29th March and 
will return on Monday 16th  April 

Spaces available in  
September 2018 

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION      
REGULATIONS 

From May 25th, 2018, the way we manage data and  
information in the school is changing and we have appointed Global Policing to act as the schoolõs data          
protection officers. General Data Protection Regulations give parents, children, teachers and anyone we hold  
information on the power to request: 
To arrange an appointment to view all the information we hold on you. 
To ask for the information to be changed. 
To ask for the information to be deleted. 
To request any of these services you are to contact Global Policing directly and request them to contact you back. 
We will soon be sending out new notices called privacy notices that will give you more information about the new 
regulations and will need to be signed by you. 
If you have any questions, contact Global Policing directly. 
 
 Email:  datarequests@globalpolicing.co.uk 
 Phone:  0161 212 1681 (Voicemail Service) 
  

The Great Big School 
Clean -up 

Friday 9 th March 2.00 -3.00pm  
To enhance our Eco -School 

status we are having a school clean up 
day. Please come along to help us with  
recycling,  litter picking and sweeping 

leaves          
 in order to make  

Martenscroft a tidier and 
more environmentally -

friendly school.  

Remember the date 
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Blossom Room 

Cherry Blossom 

This term we will be looking at how things move. The 

children showed lots of interest in vehicles last 

term, so we are going to          explore and  

discover lots of different things that move around. 

From people to rockets, we will be exploring how 

these objects move, what they do and why they move. 

We are excited to find the different moving objects 

we will discover on our journey. The children will 

have the opportunity to make moving creations in the 

creative area as well as using wheels of different 

sizes in different ways. They will also take part in 

music and movement sessions.  

Apple Blossom  

This term our theme will be discovering and       

exploring. The sensory area will be             

transformed into a space theme. The area will 

be dark and include a range of shiny objects and 

lights for the children to explore.  

Following the childrenĽs interest in ļdinosaursĽ, 

the small world area will have a ļdinosaur landĽ 

theme. Dinosaurs will continue to be a focus  

and different objects will be added to the area each 

week from logs to pebbles to bark. The children will 

be  encouraged to use their imagination skills to 

transform spaces into their own little world of    

interest as well as exploring new activities and  

discovering new interests.  

In both rooms the book of the term will be ļWhatever 

nextĽ which is about a little bear who gets in his 

cardboard box rocket and visits the moon. 

We will have the story and related      

resources in both Apple and Cherry Blossom 

rooms so feel free to come and share this, 

and any other story with your child at the 

beginning or end of the day.  
 

ɡɰʂʃ ɷɰɻɵ ʃɴʁɼ ʆɴ ɵɾɻɻɾʆɴɳ ɰɽɳ ɳɴʅɴɻɾɿɴɳ ɲɷɸɻɳʁɴɽÜʂ ɻɴɰʁɽɸɽɶ ʃɷʁɾʄɶɷ 
ʂɲɷɴɼɰʂ. ɞ ɷɾɿɴ ʈɾʄ ɶɾʃ ʃɷɴ ɾɿɿɾʁʃʄɽɸʃʈ ʃɾ ɻɾɾɺ ɰʃ ʃɷɴ Ûɡɴɰʁɽɸɽɶ 
ɬɰɻɻÜ. ɩɷɸʂ ɷɰɻɵ ʃɴʁɼ Aɨɿʁɸɽɶ 2C ʆɴ ʆɸɻɻ ɲɾɽʃɸɽʄɴ ʃɾ ɳɾ ʃɷɸʂ ɱʄʃ ʆɴ ɰʁɴ 
ɰɻʂɾ ɺɴʈɸɽɶ ɸɽʃɾ ʃɷɴ ɲɷɸɻɳʁɴɽÜʂ ɸɽʃɴʁɴʂʃʂ ɸɽ ɴʇɿɻɾʁɰʃɸɾɽ. ɩɷɴ ɲɷɸɻɳʁɴɽ ɸɽ 
Willow Room are very curious about their environment and greatly 
enjoy exploring and discovering new and interesting things.  With this 
ɸɽ ɼɸɽɳ ʆɴ ɰʁɴ ɽɰɼɸɽɶ ʃɷɴ ɽɴʇʃ ɷɰɻɵ ʃɴʁɼ Ûɘʄʁɸɾʄʂ ɚʇɿɻɾʁɴʁʂÜ  
We might have mixed feelings about the snow but it has 
provided a wonderful natural learning opportunity for 
the children. The children have been exploring what 
happens when they hold it, throw it, walk and ride across 
it with great enthusiasm. We have used words connected with the 
weather such as:- ice, cold, melt, snow, freeze , snowflakes, footprints 
etc.  We found some bird and squirrel footprints in the snow and fol-
lowed them until they disappeared. We then had a lovely discussion 
about what might have happened next. 
ɬɴ ʆɸɻɻ ɲɾɽʃɸɽʄɴ ʃɾ ɵɾɻɻɾʆ ʃɷɴ ɲɷɸɻɳʁɴɽÜʂ ɸɽʃɴʁɴʂʃʂ ɸɽʂɸɳɴ ɰɽɳ ɾʄʃʂɸɳɴ. 
Our outside area provides a fabulous and spacious learning  
environment.  
Play in the mud kitchen is popular and the  
children will be making their own recipes and 
mixing lots of ingredients. The barn is going to 
ɱɴɲɾɼɴ ʃɷɴ Ûɘʄʁɸɾʄʂ ɚʇɿɻɾʁɴʁʂ ɞɽʅɴʂʃɸɶɰʃɸɾɽ ɝʄɱÜ. ɬɴÜʁɴ ɷɾɿɸɽɶ ʃɾ 
find out about lots of different things in the environment using all our 
ʂɴɽʂɴʂ ʃɾ ɴʇɿɻɾʁɴ. ɥɻɴɰʂɴ ɴɽɲɾʄʁɰɶɴ ʈɾʄʁ ɲɷɸɻɳʁɴɽÜʂ ɲʄʁɸɾʂɸʃʈ ɰɽɳ ɸɵ 
they find or have anything they would like to share in Willow Room it 
would be great if they can bring it in [or a photograph]. 
Children will continue to bring home reading books and we encourage 
you to spend time sharing the story. Please continue to write a short 
comment on the reading record sheet, just saying how they have 
engaged with the story. From next week we will start to visit the     

library in the hall. All the children will be able to choose a 
book to share at home. Each child will be able to become a 
librarian stamping their own library card with the date 
stamp. To keep these books safe and dry, please ensure your 

child brings in their reading bag each day. 
We have new coat pegs in Willow Room and each child has more room 
to hang their belongings. Please encourage your child to hang up their 

coat as they come into school as this will encourage 
them to hang it up independently throughout the day. 

Thank you for your support 
 

Willow Class                                    

This term we will be continuing on from last 

terms theme of ‘Child Led Investigations’ 

The book of the term is The Very Hungry    

Caterpillar, and the children have been en-

gaged in sponge printing using fruit and        

vegetables on the easel. 

 

The children will be making hand printed      

caterpillars as they mix and explore paint. 

We will make real objects available that will  

invite children to develop their senses through 

feeling different textures and they will be     

supported in learning new words. 

 

The heuristic  area will be resourced with    

natural materials and a variety of different 

sized   baskets that the children can  

investigate,  problem solve, and use their own 

thinking to fill and empty, balance learn about 

shape and size. 

The children have been engaging in 

baking activity and have made some 

fresh fruit kebabs. They learned the 

names of the fruit they used, helped to cut, 

and about fruit textures, smells and tastes. 

In the recent snowy weather the children were 

able to explore the snow outside. They made 

footprints, used spades to scoop up the snow, 

and experimented in the mud kitchen making 

snow cakes. In the hall sessions some children 

will be  doing Yoga and some children will be     

going to the Manchester Museum this 

term. 

We will also be holding a family Story 

Book Workshop. The first morning 

session will be on Wednesday 14th March. 

We look forward to seeing our families 

having an enjoyable time. 

    Palm Room                                
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